MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

6 October 2005
At 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.


Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Ian Flack


Bill Leung



Jackie Buckle




Martyn Underdown
Clerk


Ken Maddock

MDC
[from 8pm]



One member of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Christine Fox
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [1 Sep]
3.
Amendments and Additions.
Paragraph 13: Delete 4th sentence and add new 3rd sentence. “The majority to be for rent with the possibility of some shared equity, for which some enquiries have been made locally.”  At new 4th sentence delete “Their” and add “Hastoe’s”.
Paragraph 14: Second sentence amend to read: “..participate, the landowners could contact Jonathan Layzell [01823 331222], Vaughan Lake [01305 250103] or Paul Miller [01749 343399].”
Paragraph 18: 5th line add: “Operator, Phone Cards and emergency calls…”

Paragraph 22: 2nd line: “Ros”.

Paragraph 45: Add “..the money, [£90.00], should..”
With these amendments, the minutes were agreed and signed. 
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Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 September]
5.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  Awaiting feedback.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  
6.
6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  Awaiting action by MDC.
Action 6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  
7.
8/6/05.4 – Chairman.  
To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.  The Chairman attended the meeting of the Friends of the School and they considered the BPC proposals to combine this celebration with the bonfire activities would be too disruptive of established annual arrangements and so the idea was dropped.  Also, the offer of a private site for a beacon was withdrawn for practical reasons.  Further, Kevin Sherrard will accept the beacon basket for the BPC and keep it for any future eventuality.







Action Complete.
8.
7/7/05.6 – Clerk.  To Investigate Interim Funding for Playpark.  At the MDC Area Board meeting of 7 September 2005, £500 was granted to BPC to help in the transition from MDC to BPC ownership of the playpark.  A letter requesting the money has been sent to the Glastonbury Area Regeneration Department.







Action Complete.
9.
1/9/05.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.   







Action Complete.

10.
1/9/05.2 – William Leung.  Investigate Registration of New Address.  It was ascertained that UKReg had several names available including www.baltonsborough.org.uk for £2.95 per year, initially for a minimum of 2 years.  From the suggestions made by William Leung, this one was unanimously chosen.  The Clerk was asked to obtain this for the 2 year period.
Action 1/9/05.2 – Clerk.  To Obtain the Website Address.
11.
1/9/05.3 – Jackie Buckle.  Investigate New Booking Format for Events.  This item was on the VH&PFT committee meeting for 28 October.
Action 1/9/05.3 – Jackie Buckle.  Investigate New Booking Format for Events.  
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 September]
12.
1/9/05.4 – Clerk.  Introduce New Councillor to Responsibilities.  Some actions to introduce Ian Flack have been done but some yet to do.  The Clerk is taking this opportunity to create a pack suitable for the introduction of any new councillor.  
Action 1/9/05.4 – Clerk.  Introduce New Councillor to Responsibilities.  
13.
1/9/05.5 – Clerk.  Request Repairs to the Footway at Mill Leat.  This item has been added to the next list to be submitted to the Highways Agency.
Action 1/9/05.5 – Clerk.  Request Repairs to the Footway at Mill Leat.  
14.
1/9/05.6 – Clerk.  Hasten the Planting of Shrubs at Mill Leat.  It was SCC that gave permission to site the Nutriox Plant at Mill Leat in 2004.  A letter has been sent to Wessex Water reminding them to replant shrubs around the Nutriox Plant and a copy furnished for SCC.
Action 1/9/05.6 – Clerk.  Hasten the Planting of Shrubs at Mill Leat.  
15.
1/9/05.7 – Clerk.  Advertise the Changes to Meals on Wheels.  Done.  








Action Complete.

16.
1/9/05.8 – Clerk.  Forward Questionnaire to Highways Agency.  The deadline for this has been missed.  No further action.








Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

17.
Approval Notice – Hestover Farm.  Councillors were informed of this approval.
18.
Four Informal Hearings of Appeal – Flower & Hayes.  Councillors were informed that the informal hearings of the 4 appeals by Flower and Hayes will be heard in the Glastonbury Town Hall on 22 Nov 05.  Chairman and Vice-chairman said they would try to attend.
Item Six

Financial Items

19.
Financial Regulations.  Signed copies of the recent updated version were passed to councillors.

20.
Budget Proposals.  Draft budget details had been forwarded for study before the meeting.  These were discussed and explained.  It was then agreed unanimously that these proposals should form the basis of a precept proposal at the next meeting.
Action 6/10/05.1 – Clerk.  To Propose a Precept for 2006/7.
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21.
Cheques for Signature.  The following cheques were approved and signed.
Clerk’s Salary for July/August/September - £625.25.
Clerk’s Expenses for July/August/September - £4.25.
Rent for Committee Room for 1/9, 29/9 & 6/10 - £24.00.
SLCC Subscription £69.00.
Moore Stephens External Accountants Fees £141.00.
22.
Wreath for War Memorial.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for the BPC wreath from the Royal British Legion for Remembrance Day on 13 November.  
Action 6/10/05.2 – Clerk.  Arrange Wreath for Remembrance Day.
Item Seven

County Council Report
23.
Ken Maddock stated that the ISIS initiative to introduce private sector capital and expertise was going well.  The county transport fleet was to be put out to a PFI; this included such vehicles as fire engines.   Savings were anticipated as a result.  The SCC was deliberating their budget for 2006/7.  3 topics emerging were a reduction in verge cutting/hedge trimming, class 3 and 4 roads not to be gritted in icy conditions and an increase in support of activities relating to footpath maintenance.  
24.
Investigations into the changes to speed limits were on-going.

Item Eight

District Council Report
25.
Ken Maddock briefed on 5 items.  MDC were deliberating on their budget and the starting point will be a limit in Council Tax rises to 3%.  Country wide doorstep recycling awards included Best City – Wells and Best Town – Frome.  MDC were proud of these achievements.  The Mendip Food Festival is taking place in October, promoting local produce.  As ward member, he had been approached on his view of disposal of the playpark to the parish council – and supported this initiative.  Finally, investigations had confirmed a collapsed drain under a property in St. Dunstan’s Park and work is about to begin to repair this.
26.
Investigations into accident liability for bins left out in a dangerous place after collection were on-going.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
27.
Jackie Buckle reported that a Blues Guitarist’s Concert has been booked for October and the OAPs Lunch for December.  The question of registration for VAT was raised, preceding the work to fit large patio doors to the north face of the Hall.  It was suggested that the VH&PFT as a charity should register independently.
Item Ten

Website
28.
Nothing new to report.
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Item Eleven

Future of the Playpark
29.
Village Meeting.  The chairman summarised the activities of the Parish Council since the beginning of the year and emphasised that the current lease expires in November 2005.  There were many problematic details to be resolved with MDC and subsequently with the lawyers.  To do this work, a six month extension of the current lease has been requested.  An opening bid to purchase the site has been made and invitations to tender for a package of work have been issued.  Negotiations continue.  
30.
The chairman suggested that a sub-committee might be the way forward for the ongoing management of the site, under the supervision of the BPC.  Another option [from the floor] might be to annex this activity to the VH&PFT.  The BPC was willing to hear of any other suggestions.  
31.
After a fruitful discussion those present agreed that the BPC continue as briefed.
32.
Offer.  A letter has been sent to MDC making an initial offer with caveats.  The reply indicated agreement to all the caveats and that the offer was now to be considered by interested departments within MDC.  A decision was expected by 18 November.  Both letters are on file.
33.
Invitations to Tender.  Three 3 letters have been sent requesting quotes for a package of work.  These were to Quadron, WELSCO and Paul Helps.  All letters are on file and no replies received, as yet.

34.
Next Steps.  Discussion ensued resulting in the following:
Ian Flack agreed to become the BPC’s point of contact, head up a possible sub-committee and work with the Clerk to define this way ahead.  Proper definition of responsibilities was required.
John Smith and Mr. and Mrs. Appleton were thought to be volunteers for a possible sub-committee.  These names will be followed up.
Action 6/10/05.3 - Clerk/Ian Flack.  Progress Definition of Sub-Committee for Playpark.
Item Twelve 
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
35.
Neighbourhood Watch.   The chairman debriefed on the discussions at the village meeting.  PCSO Ian Walker attended and briefed that he is to be replaced shortly with a new man.  There are currently 6 contacts and lots of members.  Derek Homewood and Shirley Slade were doing the co-ordination work.  Crime levels have been and currently are very low, which probably accounts for the paucity of ringmaster emails, telephone messages and hard copy circulating around the contact and members.  Members were reminded that on informing the police of an incident, that it would be good to inform the co-ordinators or contacts at the same time.  The PCSO was seeking to get better feedback from the police after an incident.

36.
The council noted the poor turnout and regretted yet another change in PCSO.  Cover for some houses was needed and Shirley Slade said she would continue her acting coordinator’s role until someone from outside the parish council could be found for the job.
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37.
Speedwatch.   The chairman debriefed on the discussions at the village meeting.  Clive Hennessy is the co-ordinator.  He forwarded his apologies for not being present but provided a report of activities to date.  The village has 7 volunteers who are trained and 4 of them have done active patrols to date.  The initiative has been slow so far and better communication was needed to get the best out of those who had volunteered.  Emma North has recently been appointed by the police to improve administration and co-ordination.  More details of activities whilst on patrol might give a better appreciation of the volume of traffic encountered.  
38.
Railings at Eastern Access to Playpark.  Modifications have been effected and now this appears much safer for small children traversing this footpath.
39.
Co-option to Parish Council.  Mr. David Garnsworthy has forwarded his name as a volunteer to be considered for co-option to one of the vacancies on the Baltonsborough Parish Council.  After discussion of his CV and noting the contributions his experience might lend to the council, he was unanimously accepted onto the council.  The chairman will contact David Garnsworthy and invite him to the next meeting.  The Clerk will prepare an introductory pack.  
Action 6/10/05.4 – Clerk/Chairman.  Introduction of New Councillor.
40.
Litter Bins.  There are some litter bins in the village that are not the property of MDC.  Some are emptied and others not.  Some are in need of repair.  The Clerk was asked to investigate repair and emptying of these bins.

Action 6/10/05.5 – Clerk.  Investigate Litter Bins in the Parish.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
41.
Ian Flack highlighted the incidence of dog fouling on the southern end of Martin Street.  Residents were asked to clear up after their dog in public places and reminded that 100 Pooh Bags could be purchased for 99p!  BPC has purchased 3 Dog Waste Bins and erected them for a year’s trial.  Since this does not cover this area it is for consideration to do so, when the trial year is over [trial year ends April 2006].  Also, MDC does have a dog warden facility which can be approached by any individual.  This applies to stray dogs as well.
42.
William Leung advertised that the Parish News Management Board was about to meet and asked for input.  It was suggested that the regular date for the BPC meetings be inserted in the Diary of Events [first Thursday of every month].  Also, they be acquainted with the BPC’s agreement to take on the “Welcome to Baltonsborough” booklet.
43.
In view of the possible maintenance work to be undertaken on the War Memorial, Kevin Sherrard asked if positive proof of ownership could be established.  If not, Possessory Title might be investigated with the solicitors.
Action 6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.
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Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
44.
War Memorial Letter from RBL.  The Branch Secretary to the RBL Baltonsborough Branch asked if the BPC would progress the repairs to the War Memorial.  This was agreed in principle but subject to satisfactory definition of what needed to be done and timing in relation to expenditure on the playpark.  The Clerk reported that some work in preparation had been completed but more was needed.  He was asked to progress this work.
Action 6/10/05.7 – Clerk.  Progress repairs to War Memorial.
45.
Thank You Letter from RBL.  The Clerk read the note from the RBL thanking the council for their grant towards the Trafalgar Dinner.
46.
Air Ambulance Letter.  A request has been received from the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance charity for a donation towards their activities.  Councillors all agreed that this was a worthwhile cause that could impact on the residents of Baltonsborough.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Jackie Buckle seconded a proposal to send £50.00.  This was unanimously agreed.  
Action 6/10/05.8 – Clerk.  To Send £50.00 to Air Ambulance.
47.
Welcome to Baltonsborough Booklet.  The Clerk informed councillors that the actions to include the details in the files were ongoing but in view of the lack of a volunteer to run this activity asked to postpone the next report until the new year.  All agreed.
48.
Village Sign.  The name sign on the Butleigh Road had been stolen and reported but no feedback received.  The Clerk informed councillors that no replacement would be forthcoming unless they paid for it.  It was agreed to buy another from MDC at the estimated cost of £80.00.
Action 6/10/05.9 – Clerk.  To Purchase a New Name Sign.
49.
Building Community Cohesion in Somerset.  A letter has been received announcing a conference on Monday 17 October in Yeovil.  There were no takers.
50.
SLCC Autumn Meeting in Wells.  The Clerk informed councillors that he would attend a conference covering Licensing Laws, Travellers and Clerks’ Terms and Conditions. 
51.
Parishes Information Bulletin – October.  There were 4 items to advertise to councillors.
2006 Mendip Citizen Award.
Standards Board Review recommendations.
Improving Parish Meetings.
Changes to refuse and recycling – presentations Nov 3/Nov 26.
52.
IT Training in the Parish.  Courses are being offered to parishioners locally by Bridgewater College.  A poster with details is on the notice board.
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53.
Chief Superintendent’s Report.  Councillors were reminded that a regular report on activities was received from Avon and Somerset police for anyone who wished to see it.
Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
54.
This will take place on 3rd November at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
55.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.
SIGNED     [image: image1.jpg]


Date     3 November 2005.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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