MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

7 July 2005
At 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance 
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Rosemary Flack


Bill Leung



Jackie Buckle


Martyn Underdown
Clerk

There were no members of the public present.

Ken Maddock

MDC



Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [8 June]
2.
Corrections.  These corrections have all been entered in the minutes to be signed by the Chairman.

Para. 2 - Ken Maddock’s apologies to be minuted.
Para. 7 – Amend to read: “has been in hospital”.
Para. 11 – Amend to read:  “defence”  [not offence].
Para. 22 – Add new second sentence: This was because no quorum could be formed on the 2 June.

In third sentence: delete “Council” and insert “parish councillors contacted”.
Para. 30 – Delete “where” insert “when”.
Para. 33 - Second sentence begins: “The Senior Rural Housing enabler for the Community Council for Somerset, Jonathan Lazell, will be….”
Para. 35 – Second sentence add:  “….of the Baltonsborough Branch of the RBL…”
Para. 42 – Change to read:  “..our views on the possible removal of the last…”
3.
Amendments.  At Para. 8, last sentence.  Full stop after “approached” and delete “to put the MDC position”.
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Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [8 June]
5.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  No progress from the authorities.
Action 2/9/04.1 - Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.   
6.
6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  Preparations for the work have begun with the markings on the road.  Members wanted the original signpost retained for historical reasons.
Action 6/5/04.13 – Clerk. To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  

7.
2/12/04.5 – Rob Link.
 Progress Installation of 4-seat Swing.  Item closed and incorporated in the Playpark Lease action.








Action Complete.
8.
3/2/05.5 – Chairman.
Present Options for Playpark Lease.  The working party had met and they presented their initial report.  Having discussed these items [reproduced at Annex A] the councillors present agreed unanimously that the working party proceed with all the proposals.  
9.
Having been shown the requirements of the weekly inspections by former councillor Rob Link, the Chairman agreed to carry out weekly inspections on a temporary basis until the responsibility could be re-allocated.  RoSPA has been asked to send the appropriate form enabling the Council to arrange the annual Health and Safety Inspection. Information is being sought from MDC on the status of the annual engineering inspection.   
10.
The area with the wood chippings needed attention and local advice was being sought.  

11.
Three invitations to tender for the safe erection of the 4-seater swing were issued and to date only one has shown an interest.  If this meets the Financial Regulations criteria for the Council, then it was agreed to proceed.  The Clerk was asked to check this.    
Action 7/7/05.1 – Clerk.  To check Financial Regulations on Tendering.
12.
In summary, the plan of action is to approach Ken Maddock to seek advice on MDC policy on playparks across the whole of the Mendip area, proceed with the proposals from the first working party meeting and meet with the Assets Manager, Andrea Kent, to seek some clarifications before proceeding with formal negotiations. 
Action 7/7/05.2 – Playpark Lease Working Party.  Progress Plan of Action.








Action 3/2/05.5 Complete.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [8 June]
13.
3/3/05.4 – Clerk.  To Prepare Documents for Archive.  There is still some work that Louise Clapp wishes to complete before some items go into archives.  It was proposed this action is closed and archiving regarded as a routine function of the Clerk’s activities.  The Council agreed.








Action Complete.
14.
3/3/05.6 – Vice-chairman.  Tootle Bridge Signage and Repairs.  It was reported that the different sections of the Highways Department or SCC did not all know what or when actions were planned to commence.  Investigations continue.
Action 3/3/05.6 – Vice-chairman.  Tootle Bridge Signage and Repairs.  
15.
7/4/05.8 – Chairman.
To Consolidate Replies to Questionnaire from Standards Board.  This has been done and a reply sent.








Action Complete.
16.
4/5/05.4 – Clerk.  To Update Management of National Investment Savings Account.  At long last, the new mandate for the three BPC accounts is complete at the Street Branch of the NatWest bank.  The authorised signatories are Shirley Slade, Rosemary Flack, Christine Fox and William Leung.  Any two of these may sign a cheque on behalf of Baltonsborough Parish Council.
17.
The Council therefore agreed that Shirley Slade, Christine Fox and William Leung be authorised to sign for activities on the National Savings Investment Account.  The NS&I Form SB 1122 was duly signed and this is to be returned to NS&I by the Clerk.  
Action 4/5/05.4 – Clerk.  To Update Management of National Investment Savings Account.  
18.
8/6/05.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Windmill Cottage.  Done.









Action Complete. 
19.
8/6/05.2 – Clerk.  To Arrange for Vacancies on the Council to be Filled.  The Returning Officer was informed that the statutory vacancy notice was posted.  The opportunity for parishioners to seek a vote expired on 1 July.  None did so and now the council needs to consider co-option.  This is at Item Eleven. 









Action Complete.
20.
8/6/05.3 – Chairman.
To Progress Affordable Housing.  A meeting has been arranged with Mr Lazell, a representative from Hastoe’s, the Chairman and any councillors who are able to attend at 4pm on 14 July in the Village Hall.  A report will be made to the next meeting.
Action 8/6/05.3 – Chairman.
To Progress Affordable Housing.  
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [8 June]
21.
8/6/05.4 – Chairman.
To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.  Mr Martin Thomas has said we may use the beacon grate for this event.  A new telegraph pole or other suitable support will be needed.  It was proposed that the Chairman approach the Friends of the School to see if this celebration could be combined with their annual bonfire night event.  The Vice-chairman would investigate suitable musical accompaniment and councillors were asked to consider any support that they might provide for this event.
Action 8/6/05.4 – Chairman/All.  To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.  
22.
8/6/05.5 – Chairman.
To Progress War Memorial Activities.  Items had been placed in the Parish News deploring recent activities.








Action Complete.
23.
8/6/05.6 – Chairman.
To Seek Information on Waste Collection.  The start date of the new collection procedures for all villages in Mendip District is 21 November 2005.  There will a lot of publicity and road shows prior to that date to explain what is to happen.








Action Complete.
24.
8/6/05.7 – Clerk.  To Seek Information from RNAS Yeovilton on Helicopter Flying.  A letter was sent to RNAS Yeovilton on 15 June.  A polite and informative reply was received and this was read out.  The key points from the letter, which has been placed on file, are:
Diversity of sites used for low night flying.
Effect of light evenings on start and finish times.
Effect of outside activities from other users of the airspace.
Website for more and updating of information if required.
MOD booklet on night flying training provided.
Members agreed this was a satisfactory reply.








Action Complete.
25.
8/6/05.8 – Clerk.  To Seek PCSO View on Blocking of Roads.  In general terms the highway should not be obstructed.  However, if contractors should need to load or unload they may, but should then relocate vehicles to a safe parking place on completion of the activity.  In some extreme cases, warning cones or traffic lights may be necessary.  These can be used in concert with advice or approval from the local authority.  The PCSO offered to visit offending sites if the problem re-occurred.  This was noted for future reference.








Action Complete.
26.
8/6/05.9 – Chairman.
Response to BT Payphone Questionnaire.  The unanimous opinion of the council was that the reply should indicate the continuing need for a pay phone and there was no objection to changing to cards from cash if this proved necessary.  The Chairman will reply accordingly.
Action 8/6/05.9 – Chairman.
Response to BT Payphone Questionnaire.  
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Item Five

Planning Matters 

27.
108854/010 – Coxbridge House New Access.  There were no objections and no additional comments from councillors.  The Clerk was asked to forward these views to MDC.
Action 7/7/05.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Decisions on Coxbridge House Access.
28.
067276/088 – Tilham Farm Holiday Lets.  There were no objections from councillors.  However, there was comment on the accuracy of the covering letter and the plans.  There was only one new holiday let and elevations were not labelled correctly.  The Clerk was asked to pass these views to MDC.
Action 7/7/705.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Decisions on Tilham Farm Holiday Let.
29.
106310/004 – Permitted Development of Compost Storage Building.  The members were informed of this permitted development.
30.
Approvals.  Previous applications had been approved and the council was informed.  They are:
Orchard Lea - Erection of 2 storey rear extension.

Windmill Cottage – Erection of 2 storey extension.
31.
Flood Risk at Twyford’s Development.  A letter from Mr David Nolan to MDC copied to BPC, informing MDC of continuing flood risk without the provision of the lagoon at the Twyford’s Development, was read out.  This was noted by members who will continue to monitor progress or otherwise of the work and appeals extant on this site.
Item Six

Financial Items

32.
External Audit Process.  All documents for the internal audit have now been signed and the process of advertising this to the public for specific periods began on 4 July.  On completion of the necessary notice period, the external audit papers will be forwarded.  It was unanimously agreed that the Chairman forward a letter of thanks to Mr Barrie Rees in appreciation, once again, of his valuable advice and time in completing the Internal Audit.  
Action 7/7/05.5 – Chairman.  Letter of Thanks to Internal Auditor.
33.
Footpath Contract.  This has now been drawn up and signed by the Chairman.  It runs to November 2005 and then will be reviewed for the following year.  A map with the priorities will be held by the councillors responsible for monitoring this activity.
34.
Cheques for Signature.  The following cheques were approved and signed:
Clerk’s Salary for April/May/June - £625.25
Clerk’s Expenses for April/May/June - £12.14
Footpath Clearance Operator’s Salary for April/May/June - £174.60
Rent for Committee Room for & July 2005 - £8.00
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Item Seven

County Council Report
35.
Ken Maddock, our newly elected SCC member for South Mendip, indicated that his party were in opposition within the SCC.  He briefed that he now holds the shadow portfolio of Resources which, together with the other portfolios, names and responsibilities of the all the SCC Cabinet, are added at Annex B to these minutes.  After questions, he agreed to investigate with the Highways portfolio member the position of the signage and repairs at Tootle Bridge.  
Item Eight

District Council Report
36.
Ken Maddock, our ward member on the MDC, reported two new contracts now in place for Business Support and Street Cleaning Services.  Both provided for a better service, wider remit and an efficient means of monitoring value for money.  
37.
In response to questions from councillors regarding options presented by MDC for the playpark when the current lease expires in Nov 05, he stated:
The parish should precept for funds to pay for any new arrangements because financial support was to be withdrawn;
MDC policy was to delegate wherever possible in this type of activity;
Economies might be obtained from partnerships for support services in the playpark;
MDC used Quadron as their contractor.
All members noted these facts and agreed that the moral responsibility if not the financial responsibility should remain with MDC.  As this was a financial fait accompli the only recourse was to soften the impact as best the council could in the negotiations with the future of the playpark lease.  Additionally, the Clerk was asked to seek alternatives from the Mendip Strategic Partnership forum.

Action 7/7/05.6 – Clerk.  To Investigate Interim Funding for Playpark.
38.
The Vice-Chairman questioned the line the discussion took at the Planning Board in respect of the Pear Tree Farm application.  In reply, it was stated that “In-filling and Tidying up” of areas outside the village development area was always possible but would be discussed only on a case by case basis.  The safeguard was the Local Plan for the Mendip Area.  Occasionally, in some 5% of cases, the application might not entirely fit the guide within the Plan.  It then became a judgement of the Planning Board on the way to proceed.  While accepting that the Ward Councillor had the absolute right to make his own judgement on how to represent the planning application before the Planning Board, parish councillors were disappointed that this differed from the parish council’s view and the Planning Officer’s report to the Planning Board.
39.
Councillors were unanimous in reporting that the noise levels from this year’s Glastonbury Festival were higher than previous years and at most times unacceptable to Baltonsborough residents.  MDC had monitored the event and had stipulated noise levels and times on the license.  Ken Maddock agreed to check that these had been complied with, noting that both wind direction and cloud cover could influence those areas affected.  Nevertheless, the Clerk was asked to report the feelings of the council to MDC.
Action 7/7/05.7 – Clerk.  Inform MDC of Councillors Views on the Festival.
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Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
40.
Jackie Buckle provided the minutes of the AGM of the VH&PFT held on 9 May 2005.  These are for the information of the councillors and are entered at Annex C of these minutes.  In summary, the VH&PFT appears to be going from strength to strength, has one additional member on its committee and appears to be providing the village with a very good service.  All members agreed.
Item Ten

Website
41.
Bill Leung reported that all preparations and trials were complete and he was ready to go live, seeking views and ideas for future developments from any interested parties.  Councillors approved this course of action.
Item Eleven

Councillor Vacancies
42.
It was confirmed that an election was not sought by electors and the process of co-option should begin.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary advertisements.
Action 7/7/05.8 – Clerk.  To Advertise for New Councillors.
Item Twelve
Councillor Lead Topics
43.
Special activities are assigned to respective councillors and advertised on the notice boards.  This follows the portfolio approach by other councils and spreads the workload of individual members.  This does not stop any elector approaching any member on any topic.  The changes/additions approved at this meeting were:
Rosemary Flack added to the Playpark Lease Working Party.
Bill Leung added to “Footpaths”.

Kevin Sherrard took on “Financial Probity”.

Shirley Slade continued her “Acting” capacity for Neighbourhood Watch.  It was noted that a NW meeting will be held soon as possible and that this position need not necessarily be held by a councillor.
The full list [at Annex D to these minutes] will be published on notice boards reflecting these alterations.

Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion

44.
A Neighbourhood Watch meeting has been scheduled for 21 July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  PC Jonathan Gray, the Beat Manager, will be present and it is hoped to add Speedwatch to the agenda.
45.
Mr. Bruno Burtonshore of Wessex Water had indicated that sealing of parts of the system will start on 18 July.  Individual households will be notified of the [minimal] disruption.
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46.
At this time of fast growth, all residents were asked to check their hedgerows to remove any brambles or large branches that might scratch passers by.  Overhanging of footpaths was particularly a problem for elderly or infirm people and the able-bodied are asked to help.

Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors

47.
Rosemary Flack sought improved communication with those trained for Speedwatch activities.  It seemed that there was little activity at the moment.  [See Paragraph 44 above].  She also stated that work on the revival of the Welcome to Baltonsborough leaflet had begun and that there were a number of issues hanging over from the previous work.  In particular, some cash from advertisers was still available.  A Resolution for the next meeting was proposed, namely:
“The Baltonsborough Parish Council agrees to take on the “Welcome to Baltonsborough” booklet and agrees to accept into its documentation and accounts all residual letters and cash from earlier work on this topic.  Further, it will become part of normal business and future work will be minuted accordingly.”
Action 7/7/05.9 – Clerk.  To Add this Resolution to the next Agenda.
48.
Bill Leung informed the meeting that the scheduled Parish News Management Board meeting did not have a quorum and was, therefore, postponed.  He also requested a map of the parish.  The Clerk agreed to obtain one together with spares for new councillors.  Existing councillors were reminded to pass their maps on the new members when they left their posts.
Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk

49.
2003 Licensing Act – Application Plans Letter.  This letter, received from architects wishing to help with licensing plans, is a duplicate to that received by the VH&PFT Committee and has been actioned by them.  No further action required.
50.
LGA 1992 – Review of Electoral Arrangements: Mendip.  This letter from the Boundary Commission requires our views by 12 September 2005.  The Clerk was asked to circulate it to all members who were then asked to respond in writing to the Chairman as soon as possible so that a reply may be discussed and agreed at the September meeting.
Action 7/7/05.10 – Clerk/All.  Views on Electoral Arrangements.
51.
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  This letter explains the new initiatives by the Government to give parish councils powers, should they want them, on many environmental issues.  All agreed that the council does not have the manpower resources for this at the moment and is unlikely to seek these powers.  However, the Chairman agreed to study the proposals in more detail and would raise the matter again if necessary.
52.
Library Service.  The SCC Mobile Library timetable for 2005/6 is for a three weekly visit to Baltonsborough on Thursdays starting from 28 July calling at the Playgroup at 10.55am and the Greyhound at 11.10am.
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53.
Leaflets.   The following routine information leaflets are held:  the Mendip Corporate Plan 2005/6; the Mendip Strategic Partnership Minutes; and the latest Parishes Information Bulletin.

Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
54.
Councillors agreed that no meeting was to be called for 4 August unless an emergency item or an important deadline item occurred.  In such a case the Clerk would give the prerequisite notice and call a meeting.  Otherwise, the next scheduled meeting is for 1 September 2005 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
55.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.
Annexes
56.
There are 4 annexes to these minutes.

Annex A – Notes of the first meeting of the Playpark Lease Working Party.

Annex B – SCC Cabinet Responsibilities.

Annex C – Minutes of the AGM of the VH&PFT Committee held on 9 May 2005.

Annex D – Special Activities Assigned to Respective Councillors.

SIGNED [image: image1.jpg]


Date   7 July 2005.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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Annex D to BPC Minutes of 7 July 2005.

Special Activities Assigned to Respective Councillors

Planning  ……………...………………….
Shirley Slade

850831


Kevin Sherrard
851076
Mendip District Council Liaison  ………..
Kevin Sherrard [includes planning applications]

Playpark…………………………………..
Rosemary Flack
850555
Footpaths…………………………………..
Christine Fox

850002







William Leung
851344
MLA School Governor……………………
Shirley Slade

Somerset Assn of Local Councils [&NALC] Shirley Slade


Village Hall & Playing Field Trust  ……...
Jackie Buckle

850136
Levels and Moors Partnership …….……..
Christine Fox






William Leung




Health & Welfare ………………………..
Shirley Slade






Christine Fox

Police Liaison  ………................................
Shirley Slade


Parish News Management Board …………
.Rosemary Flack






William Leung


Web Site/IT  ………………………………
Bill Leung

Financial Probity…………………………..
Kevin Sherrard

Neighbourhood Watch…………………….   Shirley Slade [Acting pro temp]

Clerk to the Parish Council………………..  Martyn Underdown
850286
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