MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

6 July 2006
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Ian Flack


Jackie Buckle



Martyn Underdown
Clerk


Ken Maddock

MDC
[from 9pm]



2 members of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Bill Leung
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [1 June 06]
3.
These were accepted as correct.

4.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
One member of the public challenged the accuracy of the minutes of April’s meeting.  After reconsideration, the minutes were again declared correct, as amended before signature.
6.
The meeting was re-convened.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 June 06]
7.
Confirmation of Chairman.  At the May meeting the chairman was elected on a temporary basis, and the Standing Order for the length of uninterrupted duty was extended at the June meeting.  Those minutes have now been signed it was proposed that Shirley Slade be elected Chairman for a third consecutive term.  This was proposed by Kevin Sherrard, seconded by Christine Fox and carried unanimously.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 June 06]

8.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  A meeting between Shirley Slade, Christine Fox and Jeff Bunting of the Highways Agency has taken place and all present agreed the position of the new speed limit signs.  Additionally, he agreed to fluorescent yellow backing to the sign at Cowbridge crossroads.  The work is now ordered and should be complete within 90 days.  This meeting was in lieu of a letter.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Monitor Completion of the Work to Install New Speed Limits.
9.
6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.  The Statutory Declaration has been signed and witnessed for a fee of £7.00.  The Declaration now has to be sent to the Land Registry with a cheque for £40.00.  This cheque is presented at Item 6.

Action 6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.   
10.
2/3/06.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Views – Surveys.  Nothing heard as yet.
Action 2/3/06.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Views – Surveys.  

11.
4/5/06.3 – Chairman.  
To Meet with MDC Planning Team.  Discussions between the Vice Chairman, Chairman and MDC planning department are on going.
Action 4/5/06.3 – Vice Chairman.  
To Meet with MDC Planning Team.  
12.
4/5/06.4 – Christine Fox.  To Investigate Parking in Church Walk.  Christine Fox and the Chairman met Jeff Bunting and mutually agreed an adjustment of the road markings in Church Walk.  The Highways Agency says the work will now be done.
Action 4/5/06.4 – Clerk.  To Monitor Completion of Road Markings in Church Walk.
13.
1/6/06.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – 10 Orchard View.  Done.








Action Complete.
14.
1/6/06.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – 1 Lugbourne House.  Done.









Action Complete.
15.
1/6/06.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Owlet Ash.  Done.









Action Complete.
16.
1/6/06.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Wayside, Catsham.  Done.  This application will be heard by the Planning Board on 12 July at Shepton Mallet starting at 6pm.








Action Complete.
Page 2-7
Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 June 06]

17.
1/6/06.5 – All Councillors.  To Review Standing Orders.  The Clerk outlined the suggestions for minor alterations.
Amendments Record Page to be inserted.

Need to tidy up the numbering and layout.
Need to get the Standing Orders into electronic format.

List of Resolutions at paragraph 12c needs to be instigated.
Annex A Code of Conduct is mentioned at paragraph 16a but not added.
Slight re-word at paragraph 35 on submitting accounts.

New deadline of 30 September at paragraph 36b for budgeting purposes.
Councillors agreed to include these in a new draft.
Action 1/6/06.5 – Clerk.  To Redraft Standing Orders.  
Item Five

Planning Matters 

18.
Refusal Notice and Planning Contravention Notice – Ash View Farm.  The Clerk informed councillors of the content of this letter which was copied to the council.
19.
Approval Notices – Lugbourne House/Owlet Ash.  The Clerk informed councillors of the contents of these 2 letters.

20.
Appeal Notice – Dairy Barn.  The Clerk informed councillors of the content of this letter which was copied to the council.
21.
Application 049482/010 – Hopscotch House.  On planning matters the council was unanimous in recommending refusal of permission.  The reasons were loss of visual amenity and the fence being totally out of character and size in this part of the village.  The fence appears too high for planning rules and is understood to encroach onto public land, namely the property under the control and support of the Highways Agency.  The original boundary line has been subsumed into the property behind the fence of Hopscotch House.

22.
The council had many general observations, all of which were against the application.  The most important was of a technical and legal nature strongly requesting the MDC Planning Department to acknowledge the letter from the Environment Directorate at Taunton [Mr. D Grabham’s BALT/82112/DLG dated 2 June 2006], especially noting his opinion that the fence is erected illegally.  Second, and in many of the details relating to the first observation, there were 17 paragraphs of pre-conditions attached to the development of this Old School Building and its surrounds.  These are specified in MDC’s “Permission” letter, Planning Reference 049482/006 dated 9 September 1998.  Details of the type of materials for the wall/boundary are specified therein – the hedge should have been retained.  None of the subsequent references [049482/007; 008; 009;] changes these conditions for the boundary.  Third, there has been a Parochial Church Council Notice Board on the corner of Martin Street and Church Walk for at least 30 years.  This has been part of the village fabric but was unilaterally removed in order to build this new fence.  As a consequence it cannot be replaced in its original position on the corner adjacent to the street sign.
Action 6/7/06.1 – Clerk.  To inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
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23.
Furthermore, the Clerk was asked to reply to the Environment Directorate’s letter informing them of the council’s view.
Action 6/7/06/2 – Clerk.  To Reply to the Environment Directorate’s Letter.

24.
Application 119210/000 – Earl Grey Cottage.  There were no objections to this application and councillors agreed unanimously to recommend approval.  
Action 6/7/06.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
25.
Planning Contravention Notice.  The Clerk has received a copy of a letter sent to Mr Clutterbuck concerning a Planning Contravention Notice of 6 Jan 06, where MDC have had no reply.  Councillors asked the Clerk to obtain a copy of the original Contravention Notice.
Action 6/7/06.4 – Clerk.  To Obtain Letter from MDC.
26.
Notice of a Complaint.  The Clerk has received notice that there has been a complaint that the building at Pear Tree Farm is not proceeding in accordance with the plans and work was taking place outside permitted hours.  This is under investigation by MDC.
Item Six

Financial Items

27.
Cheques for Signature.


Rent for the Committee Room – VH&PFT - £8.00.  Agreed.
Payment to Land Registry for War Memorial Ownership - £40.00.  Agreed.
Clerk’s Salary for Apr/May/Jun - £655.02.  Agreed.
Clerk’s Expenses for Apr/May/Jun - £16.57.  Agreed.
Footpath Clearance Operator for Apr/May/Jun - £90.90.  Agreed.
28.
Regeneration Grant.  A grant of £500 towards start up and new equipment for the playpark has been awarded to Baltonsborough Parish Council at the meeting of the Regeneration Board of 14 June.
29.
Community Access Fund.  This fund no longer exists but a new fund called the Community Paths Partnership has been established.  Parishes will be notified when this is active and claims can then be made for footpath clearance equipment.
30.
Parish Path Maintenance.  This grant has gone up from £120 to £150 and is being claimed for this financial year.
Item Seven

County Council Report
31.
Ken Maddock confirmed that Wyvern Waste has now been sold by SCC.  There was doubt as to whether this was good deal or not because there was only one bidder.  Also, the waste assets sold might be more valuable in years to come.  Also, the suitability of Cedar Walk as a diversion [unofficially] was clear from the volume of traffic and the difficulties experienced.  The Highways Agency was trying to alleviate the problems quickly.
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Item Eight

District Council Report
32.
Having turned a failing council around and then got recognition from central government that this has happened, MDC are now about to improve their communications with their customers.  Officers have been recruited for this task.
33.
The West Mendip Community Partnership was publicised by Ken Maddock.  There is a meeting on 18 July where focus groups will be set up.  It was stressed that this might be the forum for Charter 88 and Neighbourhood Policing to be discussed.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman will attend.
34.
Ken Maddock also demonstrated MDC’s resolve by explaining the speed with which travellers were moved on from sites within the ward.
35.
In answer to questions the following was stated:  Boundary changes were still being discussed.  MDC had given their views and indications are that there may be some ward boundary changes.  A decision is expected in September.  The Local Government Conference at Bournemouth indicated that it seems likely that there will be little or no change to the lower tiers of local government soon and that it was probable that elections will take place next May [Lyons is not due to report until December].  The structure of police forces locally was effectively frozen for the time being.  Although rumour persists there is no knowledge of funding changes or closures of special schools to date.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
36.
Jackie Buckle reported that the cricket club has erected its practice nets on the playing field and that the AGM was held on 27 June.  Dave Selway is the new chairman of the VH&PFT Committee.
37.
Problems of youths damaging a memorial seat and the site screen, then burning the bits, were dealt with by the police and fire brigade recently.

Item Ten

Disciplinary Committee
38.
The guidance on what was required was not to hand.  This item deferred to the next meeting.  

[Post Meeting Note:  Two panels are required; a discipline and grievance panel and an appeals panel.  The first needs 3 councillors to receive the complaint, carry out a hearing and make a decision.  The second also needs a minimum of 3 people and it is recommended that there be at least 2 councillors.  Their duty is to listen to the appeal and judge on the evidence.  The need for such panels stems from general employment law enacted in 2003, and in force October 2005.]
Item Eleven

Playpark
39.
Report from the Working Group.  The report has yet to be written but will state that Wyvern Waste is likely to donate £5,000.00 [to be confirmed shortly], the Community Chest says it will forward £550.00 and that to install proposed purchases a further quote is needed from Sutcliffe’s.  The working party are trying to get the first phase of work complete this summer.
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40.
Annual Safety Inspection by SPFA.  Ken Marsh of SPFA has stated that the annual inspection is being carried out and the report will be with the council by the middle of July.  Ian Flack indicated that 2 items were being monitored carefully for their continuing safety but all was OK at present.
Item Twelve Items at Chairman’s Discretion
41.
A consultation document on Mental Health Services had been circulated.  It was found to be repetitive, contradictory and out of date.  No further action required.
42.
Complaints have been received about dangerous driving of agricultural vehicles in Mulchelney Lane and Cedar Avenue.  The Chairman will use the Parish News as a means of alerting parishioners and farmers to this problem.
43.
Problems of vehicles grounding in Burgess Lane have been reported to the Highways Agency.
44.
There have been reports of fireworks being set off after 11pm.  Parishioners are reminded that this is an offence under the Fireworks [Safety] Regulations of 1997.

45.
There have been occasions when grass cuttings have blown onto paths.  This not only causes a nuisance and can be dangerous when wet but goes against the MDC drive to promote proper recycling of degradable waste in a proper manner.  The Clerk was asked to write to the householder concerned.
Action 6/7/06.5 – Clerk.  To Alert Parishioners to the Problem.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
46.
Ian Flack reported a successful use of the Speedwatch equipment on 2 occasions recently in the village.  One new volunteer was recruited – more are needed.
47.
Kevin Sherrard highlighted the gap between the information on policing locally and Neighbourhood Watch activities and the Charter 88 initiative for sustainable communities.  Both were mentioned in the District Councillor’s brief.
48.
Jackie Buckle forewarned of the possibility of hot meals being served at the school, the lack of money to do this and the chance that an approach will be made to the parish council.
49.
Shirley Slade briefed on the recent Village Community Meeting, that “taster” days were being discussed where anyone could find out more about a group without commitment.  Although it was at an early stage the councillors agreed in principle to the idea.
Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
50.
Details of a road closure at Kennard Moor Drove from 31 July for 3 weeks will be put on the notice board.
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51.
The Community Contact Vehicle will be in Baltonsborough on 26 July.  A notice will be posted to this effect.
52.
Councillors were alerted to 2 items for the agenda in the near future, namely, an update on the Assets and Risks registers and the Budget Preparations for the FY 2007/8.

Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
53.
Thursday 7 September 2006 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
54.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 10pm.
SIGNED [image: image1.jpg]


  Date 3 August 2006.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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