MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

3 March 2005
7.15 at the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.
Shirley Slade

Chairman
Christine Fox
Rosemary Flack


Kevin Sherrard

Jackie Buckle



Bill Leung

Martyn Underdown
Clerk



4 members of the public.
2.
Apologies.
Rob Link                     Kirsty Smallwood

Item Two

Minutes of the Last Meeting [3Feb05]
3.
After inserting y into Layzell at paragraph 19 the minutes were signed as correct.  The meeting was adjourned for the next item.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
Mrs Young informed the meeting of strong objections by herself and her neighbours to the planning application at Dairy Barn.  It had failed before and the new proposals were little improvement.  Copies of 3 letters to the planning authorities, stating objections by the public, were produced for the information of councillors.  Members agreed to note these feelings in their discussion on this item later in the agenda.
5.
Miss Appleton gave an impassioned plea for the playpark and its equipment to be smartened up and improved.  Councillors sympathised and explained that when the weather permitted more work was planned, including the installation of a 4-seater swing.  Unfortunately, negotiations for the renewal of the lease [by November 2005] were underway and this curtailed major purchases planned.  However, the contents of her letter were noted and filed for consideration when work could proceed.
6.
The meeting was reconvened.
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Item Four

Actions Arising from the Minutes 3Feb05
7.
2/12/04.1 – Clerk.  To Investigate Property Insurance Cover.  Aon [for Allianz Cornhill] have added the War Memorial protection to our policy for the remainder of this year at no charge.  They have indicated that the premium for the next year will increase from £237 to £277 as a result.  However, members are reminded that the plan is to get a full assessment of the worth for insurance purposes of the War Memorial by a professional before the renewal date in June.  Members were reminded that the Fidelity Guarantee will be increased from £2000 to £10,000 next year at an approximate cost of £15.00 for the year.








Action Complete.
8.
2/9/04.1 – Christine Fox.  To Hasten Action on Speed Limits.  Jeff Bunting of MDC was on holiday until 20 February.  A letter was received today stating that the implementation of the proposed speed limits will be included in the 2005/2006 area works programme, subject to agreement by the police.  When the details were known the Clerk was asked to write a letter of support to the police authority.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.
9.
6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Contact Highways about Signpost at Greyhound.  Hugh Tetlow of MDC is meeting local residents on a one to one basis to discuss the proposals before beginning the work to erect the signpost and improve the footway from the village hall to the junction at The Cross.
Action 6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor the Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.
10.
3/6/04.8 – Clerk.  To Finalise the Purchase of the Dog Wastebins.  The three bins and accessories have been ordered.  The work to install them on posts sunk in concrete has been agreed.  Steve Selway has been thanked for his generous offer to install for free.  On receipt of the invoice the Clerk will ask VH&PFT for their one third contribution and Mr. Bob Clapp for his £50.00.  MDC have confirmed that they put new liners in each time they are emptied.
Action 3/6/04.8 – Clerk.  To Monitor Final Stages of the Dog Wastebin Work.
11.
2/12/04.5 – Rob Link.  To Progress Installation of the 4-seat Swing.  Members agreed to hasten the installation of the 4-seat swing as soon as the necessary quotes had been obtained.
Action 2/12/04.5 – Rob Link.  To Progress Installation of the 4-seat Swing.
12.
2/12/05.6 – Rob Link.  Purchase and Installation of the New Roundabout and Seesaw.  This action delayed until the circumstances of the playpark lease are determined.  Item closed for bring up at September 2005 meeting.




Action Suspended.
13.
3/2/05.1 – Clerk.  To Reply to Request for Youth Group Support.  Done.  Jonathan Stobart has replied, stating that he agreed to the caveats proposed regarding the assignment of the dormant £500.00 for the Youth Club Scheme.  He has also agreed to make a short statement at the Parish Meeting.  Members agreed to vote through the money at the next meeting.








Action Complete.
Page 2-6
Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from the Minutes 3Feb05


14.
6/1/05.3 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress towards Parish Meeting.  Done.  The agenda has been published.  Members should note that all three of the topics raised at last year’s meeting have been addressed by the Parish Council.  The Clerk’s statement on Parish Council’s finances will be part of the Annual Parish Council Meeting in May.








Action Complete.
15.
3/2/05.2 – Chairman.  Prepare Planning Appeal Letters.  Letters commenting on the three appeals lodged by Date Palm Developments have been sent by the Chairman.








Action Complete.
16.
3/2/05.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.  No objections to Greenhill Farm extensions.








Action Complete.
17.
3/2/05.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.  No objections to the alterations at The Gatehouse.








Action Complete.
18.
3/2/05.5 – Clerk.  To Obtain more Comment from Councillors on Lease.  The letter from MDC was forwarded to members for consideration.  The lease will not be renewed in its present state in Nov 05; therefore, members have to decide whether to pay an amount that makes commercial sense to MDC, to consider buying the plot or to give up the playpark and its facilities.  There may be other options and members wanted more information before making this decision.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting of interested parties.
Action 3/2/05.5 – Clerk.  To Progress Discussions on Playpark Lease.
Item Five

Planning Items

19.
117683/001 – Dairy Barn.  Conversion of Barn into Holiday Home.  This application is an update on the /000 application, which was refused.  The councillors were vociferous in their objections to this proposal which are summarised below.
The dominance of this structure over the adjacent listed building is inappropriate.
The increased size may exacerbate the complaints from the occupants of the dwelling on what is locally acknowledged as a working agricultural area.

The road access to this increased sized holiday let remains poor and dangerous.

The external finish cladding is not in keeping with the surrounding building[s].

20.
However, the main objection was that there is no substantial improvement over the previous application which itself was refused by the MDC.  Members agreed unanimously to object and asked the Clerk to forward their views to MDC.

Action 3/3/05.1 – Clerk.  To Object to this Application.
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21.
118079/000 – 26 Mill Leat.  Erection of a Single Storey Rear Extension.  Councillors Shirley Slade and William Leung expressed a personal interest in this topic.  There were no objections raised by members.  The Clerk was asked to inform MDC of this decision.
Action 3/3/05.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
22.
105517/016 – Greenhill Farm.  Members were informed that MDC had approved this application for extensions.
Item Six

Financial Items

23.
There was one cheque for signature namely the lease of this committee room for              3 February, 3 March and 10 March, totalling £24.00.  Signed.
Item Seven

County Council Report

24.
No report at this meeting.
Item Eight

District Council Report

25.
No report at this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

26.
Jackie Buckle reported that the play scheme for the half term did not happen because of lack of interest.  New tables and chairs had been purchased for the committee room.  The new licensing regime came into force on 7 February and the VH&PFT had 6 months to get their premises certificate and personal licenses up to date.
Item Ten

Website
27.
Bill Leung reported that many of the local amenity groups were still considering how to utilise the website.  The Welcome Booklet was unlikely to be ready in its new format until July, nevertheless, it was estimated that the website could go live before May this year.
Item Eleven

Freedom of Information Act 2005
28.
A draft of a policy document for a Publications Scheme was circulated between meetings for comment.  Although not original parish council “documents” it was agreed that treatment of web pages should be included.  Further, since public liability was included in the council’s insurance policy, these documents should be kept indefinitely.  These additions will be added and the document submitted for signature at the next meeting.
Action 3/3/05.3 – Clerk.  To Produce the Publications Scheme for Signature.
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29.
Many documents will go to the archives as part of the Publications Scheme.  Currently, Mr Graham Edwards is the Somerset Archivist [01823 278805] and there is a web page through which details of the unique box reference number can be obtained www.somerset.gov.uk/archives].  He has confirmed that the type of documents that the council wish to archive will be acceptable.  It remains for the Clerk to check with Mrs Louise Clapp on the fate of the historical documents that she holds.
Action 3/3/05.4 – Clerk.  To Prepare Relevant Documents for Archives.
Item Twelve
 Items at Chairman’s Discretion
30.
St. Dunstan’s Stone.  The Chairman stated that further advice was needed on how to proceed with the protection of this stone at the Date Palm Development.  She was in touch with Mr David Clark [MDC] and the matter was complicated by the appeals going through the Inspector at the moment.
31.
West Mendip Community Hospital.  This was due to open very soon and still the bus access and car parking problems had not been resolved.  This will be raised again at the next Primary Health Care Trust meeting.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
32.
Rosemary Flack – Playpark  Concerns.  The complaints from Miss Appleton and the summary of what to do next will be taken as an agenda item at the next meeting.  
33.
Kevin Sherrard – Ambulance Service.  There will be reductions soon in the already poor service across the region and there seems little or no notification or consultation by the Westcountry Ambulance Service on this matter.  This further exacerbates the divide in resources between rural and urban areas.  Kevin Sherrard and the Clerk were asked to compose a suitable letter of complaint.
Action 3/3/05.5 – Clerk/KSherrard.  Complaint to Westcountry Ambulance Service.
34.
Kevin Sherrard – Tootle Bridge Signs.  The work to repair the bridge was delayed from 7 March by the Highways Agency.  Furthermore, they had now stated that extra signage was planned because of the “dangerous nature” of the bridge.  This proliferation of signs seemed unnecessary and members sought consultation or explanation.  The Clerk was asked to write to the manager on this topic.
Action 3/3/05.6 – Clerk.  To Seek Explanation on Tootle Bridge Signage.
Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk

35.
The next Standards Committee Meeting is on Tuesday 8 March at 5.30pm in Shepton Mallet.  An item on the agenda is the Review of the Code of Conduct.  This is amplified in a handout produced by the Standards Board and passed to members for information.
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36.
The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Bill came into force on 7 December 2004 and an outline of its measures is given in a pamphlet from the Minister.  These topics may be important in view of the government’s drive to delegate downwards the responsibilities for the neighbourhoods.  Copies will be given to each councillor.
37.
The notice of County Elections for 5 May has been passed to the Parish Council.  This dictates that the normal meeting of the Parish Council and its Annual Parish Council Meeting cannot be held in the Committee Room on that date.  All members to note there will be a change for their diaries. 
38.
The Parishes Information Bulletin for March includes information regarding Planning Applications by Parish Councillors, the Development Control Review Planning Document, the Review of the Code of Conduct and diary events for March and April.

Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meetings
39.
Parish Meeting 10 March at 7.30.
40.
Parish Council Meeting at 7 April at 7.15pm.
41.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 2100.
SIGNED…[image: image1.jpg]


Date…7 April 2005
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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