MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

3 August 2006
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Jackie Buckle



Ian Flack  [until 8.40pm]

Bill Leung






Martyn Underdown
Clerk

One member of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Christine Fox



Ken Maddock

MDC
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [6 July 06]
3.
Amendments.  At paragraph 8 the names of the 2 councillors were added, namely, Shirley Slade and Christine Fox.  
4.
At paragraph 26 add after plans: “and work taking place outside permitted hours.”
5.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
6.
PCSO Rob Nell gave a short resume of events.  There had been no recent crime in Baltonsborough and his patrols were continuing.  Neighbourhood Watch leaflets had been targeted on certain areas but with a poor response.  It transpired that David Elson, the administrator of this scheme, had stated that 60% take up was required for the street or road to be taken on.  The Chairman queried this new stance and said she would investigate further.
7.
Mr Walter gave a short brief on why the planning application for Hambush Farm had been changed.  Councillors noted his remarks.  

8.
The meeting was re-convened.
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Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [6 July 06]
9.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Monitor the Completion of the Work on New Speed Limits.  No action to date.  Christine Fox would be asked for the new location diagram on her return.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Monitor the Completion of the Work on New Speed Limits.  

10.
6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.  The Declaration is with the Land Registry and we await a reply.
Action 6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.  
11.
2/3/06.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Views – Surveys.  Nothing heard.

Action 2/3/06.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Views – Surveys.

12.
4/5/06.3 – Vice-chairman.  To Meet with MDC Planning Team.  This has now been overtaken by events in the MDC business.  









Action Closed.
13.
4/5/06.4 – Christine Fox.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  Councillors noted that the diagram showing the agreed road markings will be added to the minutes at Annex B and were now waiting for the work to start.
Action 4/5/06.4 – Christine Fox.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  

14.
1/6/06.5 – All Councillors.  To Redraft Standing Orders.  The final draft has been sent to the Chairman for proof reading.  Debate deferred to next meeting.
Action 1/6/06.5 – All Councillors.  To Redraft Standing Orders.  
15.
6/7/06.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Hopscotch House.  Done.









Action Complete.
16.
6/7/06.2 – Clerk.  To Reply to the Environment Directorate’s Letter.  Done.   A further reply has been received acknowledging the letter and agreeing to do what councillors asked in respect of informing the MDC Planning Department of the technical details regarding Hopscotch House.  In light of the subsequent refusal of the retrospective planning application and the likelihood of an appeal, the Clerk was asked to write to the County Councillor to seek support for early action by SCC to the remove the fence.








Action [6/7/06.2] Complete.

Action 3/8/06.1 – Clerk. To Seek Support from County Councillor.
17.
6/7/06.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Earl Grey Cottage.  Done.









Action Complete.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [6 July 06]
18.
6/7/06.4 – Clerk.  To Obtain Letter from MDC.  The letter related to the field on Gilbert’s Corner.  This was obtained and a subsequent copy of another letter from MDC to Mr. Clutterbuck closes the action since MDC agreed that in the circumstances no planning permission was required.








Action Complete.
19.
6/7/06.5 – Clerk.  To Write a Letter re Grass Cuttings.  Done and the owner has taken recommended action.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

20.
Application 085019/012 – Bridge Farm.  No drawings were included that showed the elevation of the new buildings and so no decision could be forwarded.  However, councillors agreed that if the ridge line were level with existing building and the building line maintained, no objections would be made.  Councillors agreed unanimously that the decision be left to the Planning Officer with this caveat to consider.
Action 3/8/06.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Bridge Farm.
21.
Application 119298/000 – 10 Mill Leat.  There were no objections to this application and councillors agreed unanimously to recommend approval.
Action 3/8/06.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – 10 Mill Leat.
22.
Application 076/875/013 – Hambush Farm.   The Chairman declared her prejudicial interest and left the room for this item.  Councillors were content to see that the change to the previous application meant that the house and conversion would remain as one unit and agreed unanimously to recommend approval.



Action 3/8/06.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Hambush Farm.
23.
Application 076062/004 – Spatchbrook.  There were no objections to this application and councillors agreed unanimously to recommend approval.
Action 3/8/06.5– Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision - Spatchbrook.
24.
Approvals.  The Clerk had received notification of 4 approvals.  They are:
10 Orchard View – Double garage and new access.
Earl Grey Cottage – Replacement of windows with doors.

Wayside, Catsham – Two storey extension.

18 Cox’s Drive – Erection of a conservatory.

25.
Refusal.  The Clerk had received notification of one refusal of planning permission, namely, Hopscotch House – Boundary fence irregularity.
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26.
Complaints.  The Clerk had received a copy of one complaint, namely, that the ridge height on the roof of Little Orchard, Kite Lane, appeared too high.  MDC stated that this was being investigated.
Item Six

Financial Items

27.
Assets and Risks Registers.  Copies of the updated registers were passed to councillors at the last meeting for perusal.  These will be debated at the next meeting.
Item Seven

County Council Report
28.
No report at this meeting.
Item Eight

District Council Report
29.
No report at this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
30.
Jackie Buckle reported three forthcoming events: the 100th Horticultural Show on August Bank holiday; Moviola returning with three films in September, October and November; and a Caravan Rally in September.  She also gave notice that hire charges will have to increase mainly because of the rise in heating bills.  Parishioners should note that there has been no rise for 9 years!
Item Ten

Website
31.
MDC is updating facilities next month and these will improve the services being provided on the parish council website.

32.
Councillors wondered whether church services could be trailed on the website.  The Chairman will investigate with the PCC.

Action 3/8/06.6 – Chairman.  To Contact PCC re Advertising Church Service Times.

33.
The Baltonsborough Community Forum asked if our Webmaster would be able to manage a diary.  Before doing this on the website it was thought necessary to get the “analogue” diary running in the shop – but this would need the support and consent of the team in the shop.  The Clerk was asked to investigate.

Action 3/8/06.7 – Clerk.  To Approach Mrs Birch re a Community Diary.
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Item Eleven

Playpark
34.
The Working Party has recommended in its report, dated 26 July 2006, to purchase the items and have the work done at sub-paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of that report.  Of the three quotes, they selected SMP Playgrounds to do the work at a total cost of £14,668.00.  The Notes attached to that report show that if the rubber matting owned by the council is used then the price could fall to £13,468.00.  The Report and the Notes are attached at Annex A to these minutes.
35.
The Working Party also noted that there would be a cost of approximately £111.00 to repair a No.8 AWL swing and a further cost of approximately £158.00 to bring the 4-seater swing up to standard.

36.
Given that £6,050.00 has been approved in grants and that a plan for the layout of the proposals will be forthcoming, Shirley Slade proposed that the council accept the recommendations outlined in the report and above.  This was seconded by Kevin Sherrard and passed unanimously.

37.
Councillors also agreed that Shirley Slade be the contact with SMP Playgrounds to further the progress of this contract.
Item Twelve
Dog/Litter Bins
38.
Information has been received from MDC re dog bins and litter bins.  The new contract at MDC is proving efficient and they have decided not to charge for emptying the bins in future.  At the same time MDC are to bulk buy more dog waste bins and have asked parish councils if they wish to take advantage of this scheme.  Councillors agreed that this was a good opportunity, concluded that 2 dog waste bins and one litter bin would be needed, that Shirley Slade would do the research for their locations and that the Clerk would talk with Martyn Errington at MDC to confirm our interest and the exact details.
Action 3/8/06.8 – Clerk, Chairman. – Progress New Dog Waste and Litter Bins.
Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
39.
The Chairman updated councillors on the Community Forum initiative being discussed within the Baltonsborough activity groups.  Whilst the parish council supported the idea it was deemed too much of a rush to get organised for a stall at the August Bank Holiday Show with several councillors away during the month.  Instead, the idea was floated that a “taster” evening might be incorporated into the Parish Meeting in March 2007.  This will be an agenda item for September.
Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors
40.
Kevin Sherrard reiterated the point that SCC should act now with regard to the encroachment on their land by the fence at Hopscotch House.  The action from this is included in paragraph 16 for clarity.
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41.
Kevin Sherrard also emphasised that the Parish Forum Focus Group should concentrate on rural issues such as the removal of transactions from the post office contract.  A meeting was planned for 29 August where this would be raised.
Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk
42.
The next Parish Forum Meeting is Monday 11 September at 7.00pm in Shepton Mallet.
43.
The next meeting of the SALC is Saturday 30 September [11.00 to 4.00pm] at North Curry.  Guest speaker will be the Chief Constable of Avon & Somerset – Mergers and Neighbourhood Policing Agenda.

44.
The SLCC subscription is due by 1 October.  Item seeking renewal will be on the agenda next month.  Fee is £69.00.

45.
Your SPFA Newsletter – The Playing Field – was circulated.  The council is now a member of the SPFA.  The inspection report for the July inspection of the playpark was still awaited.
Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
46.
The next meeting will be on 7 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

47.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
SIGNED  [image: image1.jpg]


  Date    7 September 2006
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council

Annex A – Playpark Working Party Report – 26 July 2006.

Annex B – Road markings in Church Walk.
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