MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 12 October 2006
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Ian Flack


Jackie Buckle



Bill Leung

Martyn Underdown
Clerk

5   members of the public.
2.
Apologies.
Ken Maddock

MDC

Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [7 Sep 06]
3.
These were accepted as correct and signed.
4.
The meting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
Miss Nadine Brelstaff explained her connections with the 100th World Scout Jamboree. This event is to be held in Essex in 2007 and in order to attend she has to raise £1500 by January 2007.  The money is to pay for disadvantaged overseas Scouts as well as for her own expenses.  With over 15,000 people attending from over 200 countries this promises to be a large prestigious event.  Her quest for sponsorship is wide ranging, as are her own efforts and includes a request to the Parish Council for support.
6.
The meeting was re-convened.
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Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [7 Sep 06]
7.
2/9/04.1 – C. Fox.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  Having previously explained to Jeff Bunting of the Highways Agency the need for corrections to his map of new speed limit sign positions [which he agreed verbally] he still has not reproduced a correct diagram.  Notwithstanding this, he states that he is now trying to confirm the acceptability of these corrected positions with the police.  The council awaits written evidence of what he is doing.
Action 2/9/04.1 – C. Fox.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  
8.
6/10/05.6 – Clerk.  War Memorial Ownership.  Baltonsborough Parish Council is now registered with absolute title of the triangle of land at The Cross known as the War Memorial Site.  The address for the registration is that for the Clerk.  Chubb Bulleid has suggested that the council could register the solicitors as a secondary address if we wish. The Clerk recommended this.  Shirley Slade proposed and Ian Flack seconded this proposal which was agreed unanimously.  The solicitor’s invoice for her services was £293.75 including VAT and this is presented at Item 6.








Action Complete.
9.
4/5/06.4 – C. Fox.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  No further action as yet.
Action 4/5/06.4 – C. Fox.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.
10.
1/6/06.5 – Clerk.  To Redraft Standing Orders.  Re-drafting complete and signed by the Chairman.  The copies of Issue 2 were given to all councillors.









Action Complete.
11.
3/8/06.1 – Clerk.  To Seek Support from County Councillor.  There has been an exchange of correspondence with Ken Maddock.  He will be ensuring that MDC and SCC act in concert on the subject of Hopscotch House.









Action Complete.
12.
3/8/06.8 – Chairman.
To Progress New Dog Waste and Litter Bins.  The Chairman continues to investigate potential sites in Martin Street and at the junction of Mulchelney Lane and Ham Street.
Action 3/8/06.8 – Chairman.
To Progress New Dog Waste and Litter Bins.  
13.
7/9/06.1 – Clerk.  To Seek Further Details from MDC – Pear Tree Farm.  No further information from MDC other than an acknowledgement of the Clerk’s letter seeking further information!  The case officer is Matt Williams.  The Clerk will investigate further.
Action 7/9/06.1 – Clerk.  To Seek Further Details from MDC – Pear Tree Farm.  
14.
7/9/06.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Ash View Farm.  Done.








Action Complete.
Page 2-7
15.
7/9/06.3 – Chairman.
Draft a Letter for the MP.  The Clerk has received the draft and forwarded a letter to the Rt. Hon. David Heathcoat-Armory MP, protesting at the way services were being withdrawn from Post Offices especially noting the effects of this on rural life.







Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

16.
Enforcement Notice – Hopscotch House.  MDC has forwarded a copy of the Enforcement Notice served on Hopscotch House.
17.
The Old Vicarage – 114706/000.  Although there were no planning objections to this application, councillors recommended suitable screening of the oil tank from the Mill Stream [south side] view.  Ian Flack proposed and Shirley Slade seconded these conclusions which were agreed unanimously.  The Clerk was asked to forward the Council’s decision to MDC.
Action 12/10/06.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
18.
Greengates – 042145/007.  Although considered a large development there were no planning objections from councillors.  Bill Leung proposed and Jackie Buckle seconded the approval of this application.  It was carried by 4 votes with 2 abstentions.  The Clerk was asked to forward the Council’s decision to MDC. 
Action 12/10/06.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
19.
Little Kenwyn – 076891/004.  It was noted that this regularised queries by MDC on a previous submission.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Christine Fox seconded that this be accepted without objections.  Carried unanimously.  The Clerk was asked to inform MDC of Council’s decision.
Action 12/10/06.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
20.
Catalpa – 103985/005.  All councillors agreed that the site would now appear to be used to the maximum extent, commensurate with the traffic load and safety at the junction with Burnett’s Lane.  With this comment to be stressed to MDC, Shirley Slade proposed and Ian Flack seconded the agreement to this application.  Carried with 4 votes for and 2 abstentions.  The Clerk was asked to forward the Council’s decision to MDC.
Action 12/10/06.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
Item Six

Financial Items

21.
S137 Items.  There were 4 items for consideration, asking for funds for community support.
World Scouts Jamboree.  Councillors noted the brief from Nadine Brelstaff.  Shirley Slade proposed and Ian Flack seconded a grant of £50.00.  This was agreed unanimously.
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Remembrance Day Wreath and Donation.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Bill Leung seconded the purchase of a wreath to be laid at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday and the donation of £23.50 to the Poppy Appeal.  This totalled £40.00.  Agreed unanimously.
OAP’s Xmas Lunch.  The treasurer of the VH&PFT has asked the Council for a donation towards the cost of the OAP’s Xmas lunch for 2006.  This was considered a good cause, noting that last year the event was self sufficient.  Shirley Slade proposed and Christine Fox seconded a sum of £100.  Agreed unanimously.

Air Ambulance.  A letter has been received from the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance charity asking for the Council’s support in their activities.  Councillors agreed that this was a worthwhile cause supporting the community but were cautious of the amount to donate.  It was suggested that a sum of £50.00 be donated now and a review of expenditure on S137 items be undertaken in Feb.07.  This course of action was proposed by Kevin Sherrard and seconded by Bill Leung.  Agreed unanimously.
Cheques for these 4 items were presented at Item 6.

22.
Budget and Precept for 2007/8.  Copies of the draft Budget proposals were issued to councillors at the last meeting for discussion and/or confirmation now.  After detailed discussion and clarification of some points, the Budget proposals, together with the explanatory notes, were accepted as the basis for the conduct of the Financial Year 2006/7.  A copy of these proposals is at Annex A.
23.
As a result, the Clerk now proposes a Precept of £7,000.00 for the Financial Year 2006/7.  This will be put to councillors for agreement at the next meeting.
24.
External Audit.  Moore Stephens has confirmed that the external audit for 2005/6 was satisfactory and have presented their invoice for £141.00.

25.
Cheques for Signature.  There were 9 cheques presented for signature.  All were agreed.
Clerk’s Salary for Services Jul-Sep 06 - £655.02.
Clerk’s Expenses – only telephone calls so deferred to next quarter.
Footpath Clearance Operator’s Salary for Jul-Sep 06 - £90.90.
Rent for Committee Room for 20 Sep 06 and 12 Oct 06 - £24.00.
External Audit by Moore Stephens - £141.00.
World Scout Jamboree Nadine Brelstaff - £50.00.

RBL Poppy Appeal - £40.00.

OAP’s Xmas Lunch - £100.00.

Dorset & Somerset Air ambulance - £50.00

26.
Assets and Risks Registers.  Deferred to November meeting pending the re-working necessary by SMP [Playgrounds]. 

Item Seven

County Council Report
27.
No report this meeting.
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Item Eight

District Council Report
28.
No report this meeting.

Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
29.
The minutes of Village Hall and Playing Field Trust from the 2006 AGM were forwarded.  
30.
Jackie Buckle reported the instigation of school dinners on Mondays and Tuesdays saying that these will be reviewed at half term.  So far, it seems to be successful.  Unfortunately, a Barn Dance has been cancelled but the Moviola – The World’s Fastest Indian – will go ahead on 29 October and a programme for the repairs to chairs has been approved.

Item Ten

Website
31.
The updating continues but has been hampered by technical difficulties.
Item Eleven

Playpark
32.
Building Progress.  No sooner had the new equipment been installed and trialled successfully by many children, the rains came down and revealed problems with the preparations to the groundwork.  A site inspection has been carried out with SMP [Playgrounds] Ltd. and their contractors and they have agreed to rectify all the problems indicated.  These problems have been listed in a letter to the contractors and the invoice will not be settled until remedies are proven successful.  These may mean cordoning off sites until grass has grown through the rubber matting.  Villagers are asked to be patient whilst the work is carried out.
33.
Wooden Climbing Frame.  This is still a popular item and needs repairs and maintenance, especially renewal of the bark in the base.  The Clerk was asked to write to Councillor Maddock formalising the Chairman’s request for funds towards the necessary work.
Action 12/10/06.5 – Clerk.  To Seek Financial Support for Repairs to Climbing Frame.
34.
Councillors gave a vote of thanks to the Chairman, Shirley Slade, for her unstinting efforts in pursuing the regeneration of this area as a village amenity.
Item Twelve
Dog/Waste Litter Bins
35.
Item covered under Actions Arising.
Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
36.
Residents in the St. Dunstan’s Park cul de sac have asked for a sign indicating to passers by the numbers of the houses in the cul de sac.  The Clerk was asked to investigate.
Action 12/10/06.6 – Clerk.  Investigate Sign for St. Dunstan’s Park.
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37.
Unadopted Road.  In the panhandle of St. Dunstan’s Park cul de sac there appears to be a triangle of land that has not been adopted by MDC.  This means that they can deny responsibility for the area when it floods.  The Clerk was asked to investigate the possibility of getting MDC to adopt the area in question.
Action 12/10/06.7 – Clerk.  To Investigate Adoption of Land by MDC in St. Dunstan’s Park.
38.
Cutting of Verges.  The Chairman raised the possibility of paying for cutting of verges more than the one free time a year as at present.  Councillors were divided on what action to take and deferred discussion until next meeting.
Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors
39.
Ian Flack highlighted, again, the problems of low flying night flights over the village fields and houses.  It was confirmed that permission had been given by local farmers and that the pockets of houses may have changed over the years.  There was dispute as to whether there had been an increase or not of the incidents reported.  The Clerk will circulate the previous correspondence to councillors and the subject will be reconsidered at the next meeting.
40.
Bill Leung report on his attendance at the Parish News Management Board meeting.  Costs are rising and so, therefore, must the price paid by villagers, although this would be subsidised by increases in advertising revenue.  The committee remains as before.
41.
Jackie Buckle highlighted deterioration in roads and paths around the village.  Many councillors agreed.  The Clerk asked for details to be forwarded before informing the Highways Agency of the total problem.

Action 12/10/06.8 – All Councillors.  Forward Road and Path Defects.
Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk
42.
MDC Local Development Framework.  Details of the next meeting were passed to councillors for information.
43.
West Mendip Community Partnership.  The next meeting will be 18 October and Shirley Slade and Christine Fox would try to attend.  Of particular interest would be the highways and rural policing issues. 
44.
Mendip Energy Awareness Project.  The Clerk brought this leaflet to the attention of councillors for their information.

Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
45.
Please note that the next meeting will be on FRIDAY 3RD NOVEMBER at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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46.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
Annex A – Budget Proposal and Notes for Financial Year 2006/7.

SIGNED [image: image1.jpg]


  Date   3 November 2006.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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