MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 4 October 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Kevin Sherrard
Chairman
Steve Everitt



Christine Fox



Carolyn Young

Jackie Buckle



Jane Horton

Martyn Underdown
Clerk


Ken Maddock

MDC
[from 8.15pm]



1 member of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Shirley Slade



John Reynolds
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [6 Sep 07]
3.
These were agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman.
4.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
Shirley Marshall enquired on the progress of the Voting Investigation and the Connaught Performance Bonus.  Both subjects were discussed under Item 8.
6.
The meeting was re-convened.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [6 Sep 07]
7.
8/5/07.4 – Clerk.  Write to CEO of MDC re Planning Response Guidelines.  This further letter has had a reply by letter and email indicating a target of 7 days which is currently extended to 28 days response time because of overloading in the planning department.  Councillors felt that the point has been made and closed the item.








Action Complete.
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8.
7/6/07.7 – Chairman.
To Research Ownership of Seat in Ham Street.  The Chairman is still investigating this and other items that the parish council may need to address.
Action 7/6/07.7 – Chairman.
To Research Ownership of Seat in Ham Street.  
9.
5/7/07.6 – Chairman.  
To Talk to VH&PFT Committee Secretary.  The Chairman has spoken to the new Chairman of the VH&PFT Committee and has been assured that the requirements of the Trust Deed will be met.  Minutes of their meetings will be forwarded to the parish council and Jackie Buckle is now in a position to obtain the statement made to the Charity Commission for the previous year.








Action Complete.

Action 4/10.07/1 – Jackie Buckle.  To Obtain the Annual Statement to the Charity Commission re VH&PFT.
10.
6/9/07.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Bute Lodge – Done.









Action Complete.
11.
6/9/07.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Tilham Farm – Done.









Action Complete.
12.
6/9/07.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Land adjacent to Syringa – Done.









Action Complete.
13.
6/9/07.4 – All Councillors. To Consider Bells in Budget Discussions.  Deferred to Item 6.








Action Complete.
14.
6/9/07.5 – All Councillors.  To Consider Playpark Balance in Budget Discussions.  Deferred to Item 6.








Action Complete.
15.
6/9/07.6 – Clerk.  To Arrange 5yr Maintenance Contract with PCC.  Discussions with Smith of Derby reveal that the sum of £1073.66 is due next month for the 5yr maintenance contract for the church clock.  This includes £159.91 VAT which is refundable and half of the net sum to be contributed by the PCC [£456.88].  Hence, the new figure of £800 inserted on the updated budget.  The cheque will be presented for signature at the next meeting.  Councillors were content with this arrangement.
Action 6/9/07.6 – Clerk.  To Arrange 5yr Maintenance Contract with Smith of Derby.

16.
6/9/07.7 – Clerk.  To Purchase a Wreath and Make a Donation to RBL.  Done.  The cheque for £40.00 is at Item 6.








Action Complete.
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17.
6/9/07.8 – All Councillors.
To Consider the Budget Statement at Annex A.  Councillors had this information and an update between meetings for consideration under Item 6.








Action Complete.
18.
6/9/07.9 – Clerk.  To Write to Highways re State of Roads.  A letter informing SCC of the unevenness and undulations in the recent work has been forwarded.  No reply to date.

Action 6/9/07.9 – Clerk.  To Write to Highways re State of Roads.  
19.
6/9/07.10 – John Reynolds.  Report on Actions for Playpark.  Item deferred until next meeting.  Councillors did note, however, that there were sufficient funds in the Playpark Account to meet any maintenance or minor repairs now and through the FY 2008/9.
Action 6/9/07.10 – John Reynolds.  Report on Actions for Playpark.  
20.
6/9/07.11 – Clerk.  To Effect the Amendment to Standing Orders.  The Clerk issued the Amendment 3 to all councillors to update their copies of Standing Orders.









Action Complete.

21.
6/9/07.12 – Clerk.  To Obtain Further Information on Travellers’ Pitches.  Councillors were shown tables obtained from the Regional Assembly websites on numbers of caravans and sites in the Somerset district areas.  The Chairman was delegated to draft a reply, circulate by email and thus get our response back to the SW Regional Assembly before 16 October.
Action 6/9/07.12 – Chairman.  To Draft Response to SW Regional Authority.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

22.
Councillors were informed that the application for work at The Dairy Barn [that went to appeal] has been approved.
23.
120005/000 - Briar’s Farm.  Erection of an Agricultural Worker’s Dwelling.  There were no planning objections.  Councillors recommended approval and asked the Clerk to inform MDC accordingly.
Action 4/10/07.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
24.
117855/002 - Land at Gilbert’s Corner.  Temporary Siting of a Mobile Home for an Agricultural Worker.  Christine Fox declared a prejudicial interest and opted to make a statement before retiring from the room.  Her statement covered the following points:
Temporary Agricultural Dwelling [TAD] rules were not followed in that the building should be a caravan or an easily dismantled building;
A TAD required clear evidence that an enterprise was to be developed – there was no proof of this;
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A TAD should pass a functional test to establish if more workers are needed. This is not demonstrated and other information indicates that it is the owner that will live in the TAD;  

Alpacas do not need round the clock attention;
The security of the business does not relate directly to the need for a TAD;

Before granting an application for a TAD, consideration should be given to using another existing building.  The applicant’s home is only 450 metres from the site;

The objections on highways’ matters for application 001 still stand;

Alpacas need dry firm land – this site is water-logged for much of the year;

The statement on the “invoice” involves unwarranted pressure on MDC.

25.
The remaining councillors continued the debate, making the following new points:
Birth dates of alpacas can be planned and always occur in the mornings thus, 24/7 cover is not needed;

It is evident that the sellers of the animals are also advising on planning matters and that the “invoice” seems not to relate to alpacas or the business in particular;

Despite assertions in the application, there is no evidence of a business being conducted on site and therefore, no TAD is needed to develop the business;

The business plan is flawed by the incorrect assumptions it makes;

Although 6 paddocks are indicated there is still insufficient room to manage the number of alpacas planned;

The dangerous bend at the entrance is not wide enough to take vehicles designed for transporting cattle;
The fleece market is not proven;
It is known from other people who “farm” these animals that 24 hour attendance is not required;
The security planning for the enterprise is undermined by the existence of a public footpath through this field;

The mobile home is not screened but isolated in a field without the necessary utilities.

26.
The Chairman summarised all the above points and suggested a site visit was required by the highways department to be appraised of the real dangers at the entrance to this field.  All councillors present agreed.  Noting the depth of the argument against this application, the Chairman proposed and Carolyn Young seconded that the council recommend refusal of the application.  Members voted unanimously in favour of the proposal and asked the Clerk to inform MDC accordingly.  In view of the timescale, the Chairman agreed to draft the letter and forward this to the Clerk.

Action 4/10/07.3 – Chairman/Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
Item Six

Financial Items

27.
Draft Budget for FY 2008/9.  Councillors had seen the draft proposed by the Clerk and made the following comments:
The grant for the refurbishments in the bell tower at St. Dunstan’s church should not be a specific amount at this time but the figure of £1300 earmarked for S137 community grants should stand.  A decision on the amount specifically for bells would be made later;
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A contract for maintenance of the church clock for 5 years would cost approximately £460 plus a contingency for repairs of £340.  Thus the figure of £800 was agreed;
There were sufficient funds in the Playpark account for the next financial year.
Given the above caveats the Chairman proposed and Christine Fox seconded the motion that the budget be accepted.  This was carried unanimously.  The agreed budget is at Annex A.
28.
Proposal for Precept.  The Clerk, noting the decision above, proposed a precept figure of £8,000 for the FY 2008/9.  This will be put to the next meeting for approval.
Action 4/10/07.4 – Clerk.  To Propose a Precept of £8,000 for FY 2008/9.
29.
Cheques for Signature.
Clerk’s Salary for Jul-Sept 07 - £756.88.  Agreed.
Clerk’s Expenses for Jul-Sep 07 - £23.24.  Agreed.
Footpath Clearance for Jul-Sep 07 - £96.30.  Agreed.
Rent for Committee Room for October - £11.00.  Agreed.
RBL Wreath and Donation from BPC - £40.00 [S137].  Agreed.
Item Seven

County Council Report
30.
Ken Maddock informed the council that the ISIS outsourcing contract has now been signed.  Tasks such as legal services, property services, benefits, payroll duties and human resources are covered and this should maintain or enhance value and reduce costs over time.  800 posts will be seconded to the new partnership between IBM and SCC and other organisations in Somerset may join later in the year.
Item Eight

District Council Report
31.
The question relating to the bonuses to Connaught was explained, following an earlier written statement [filed under general correspondence dated 4 Oct 07].
32.
Ken Maddock explained the ongoing saga of the enquiry into the management of the May elections.  The report has been seen by the full council and examination of that report has been delegated to an all party committee to discuss.  The outcome from these discussions will not be in time to prevent the same fiasco by Capita if a general election is called for next month.  Councillors asked that every effort should be taken to stop payment to Capita for this poor work and if possible, review their contract to ascertain if changes can be made before another election.  Ken Maddock agreed to investigate further.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
33.
A new hiring agreement for all users of the village hall has been received.  There seems to be nothing controversial and the list of conditions has been expanded to fully cover health and safety and other issues.  The Chairman agreed sign and return this hiring agreement.
Action 4/10/07.5 – Chairman.  To Sign and Return New Hiring Agreement.
Page 5-7
34.
Jackie Buckle reported that some walkers found the gates to the field locked and were unable to climb over for access.  It was acknowledged that both pedestrian and disabled access is required into the field from the footpath, vehicles need access from time to time and there should be no hindrance to the right of way to the west.  These concerns will be addressed. 
Item Ten

Website
35.
Nothing to report for this meeting.
Item Eleven

Playpark
36.
The details of what needs to be done, following the SPFA Inspection Report, have been held over to the next meeting.
Item Twelve
Rights of Way Issues in Somerset.
37.
Literature on this subject has been circulated and Christine Fox, Carolyn Young and Jane Horton have agreed to collate and assess what is required to respond to this initiative.  They were delegated to reply on behalf of the council, before 26 October.

Action 4/10/07.6 – Christine Fox.  Respond to Rights of Way Issues in Somerset.
Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
38.
The Chairman reported no progress or update on the subject of low cost housing in Baltonsborough.
Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors
39.
Christine Fox reported that the wooden bridge into the footpath behind the school was dangerous when wet and further on, the electric wire across the stile impeded dog walkers.  She was asked to discuss these matters with Sheila Petherbridge at MDC.
Action 4/10/07.7 – Christine Fox.  To Talk to MDC about Footpaths.
Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk
40.
Mendip Housing Report.  Councillors were informed that the annual report on this topic from MDC was available.  
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41.
HGV Pinch Points.  A letter has been received from SCC on review of roads not safely passable by HGVs.  Wallyer’s Bridge and Tootle Bridge were immediately cited by councillors.  The Clerk was asked to complete and return the form.  
Action 4/10/8 – Clerk.  To Return the Form re Pinch Points.
42.
SCC Waste Management.  A letter advertising meetings on the future of waste management in Somerset was tabled.  All agreed this was an important topic and Carolyn Young volunteered to attend on behalf of the council.
Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
43.
The next meeting will be on 1 November 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Annex A – Agreed Budget Forecast for FY 2008/9.
SIGNED  
[image: image1.emf] 

    Date        1/11/07
Kevin Sherrard, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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Annex A to Minutes of 4 October 2007.

Agreed Budget Forecast for FY 2008/9.
Budget 
Prediction



   Budget Proposals for

2007/8
2007/8




    
   2008/9

  £
£

RECEIPTS


        £
7000
7000

Precept



      8000

  150
  150

Interest



        150 
  150
  250

Donations

        
        200

  500  
 150

Grants


        
        200

1000
 200

VAT Refund

         
        200

8800
7750

Total Receipts
        
       8750
  £


PAYMENTS




3030
3030

Clerk’s Salary

       
        3150    

   50
  100

Clerk’s Expenses
           
            50

  600
  878

Insurance

         
          900

  141
  141

External Audit

         
          141

    50
    50

Chairman’s Expenses
      
            50
    40   
    40

Photocopying

       
            35

    25  
      0

Guidance Literature
                          0

  160  
   130

Room Rental

   
          160

  150
       0

Consortium Stationery
              0
  300
   300

SALC/NALC/SLCC Fee
          300

1000
     30

Election Costs



  0

  300
   300

Community Grants S137
        1300

  550
   550

Churchyard Maintenance
          550

  500  
   200

War Memorial & Ceremonies
          300

2000
 1000 

Playpark Costs
  
              0
  500
   300

Footpath Maintenance

          400

  300
   300

Church Clock Maintenance
          800

  154


Contingency


          364
9850
 7350

Totals


   
        8500

[1050]
  400

Receipts minus Payments              250  
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M Underdown

Clerk

16 August 2007.
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