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ANNUAL MEETING

Of the

BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At 7.30pm in the Village Hall on 1 May 2008

MINUTES

Item One

Attendance and Apologies

1.
Attendance:  Kevin Sherrard, Jane Horton, Jackie Buckle, Martyn Underdown (Clerk)

and  two members of the public.

2.
Apologies:  Steve Everitt, Carolyn Young, Christine Fox, John Reynolds and Shirley Slade.

Item Two

Minutes of the May 2008 Annual Meeting

3.
These were accepted and signed by the Chairman.

Item Three

Actions Arising from Meeting of May 2007

4.
2007.1 – Resolution on adoption of the new code of conduct was put to the Parish Council meeting and adopted.

Action Complete

5.
2007.2 – All Councillors were asked to complete their Register of Members’ Interests forms.  This had been completed by all.



Action Complete

6.
2007.3 – The Clerk was asked to advertise the vacancies on the Council.  This was done and the posts were filled.

Action Complete

Item Four

Chairman’s Report for Year 07/08
7.
From a Parish Council point of view it has been a welcome change to have a full complement of 8 Councillors for most of the year.  During the year we were joined by John Reynolds, Jane Horton, Carolyn Young and Steve Everitt as co-opted members.

8.
In planning terms most applications have been for extensions with a few infill developments.  The year has marked the first successful application for demolition of a garage and replacement by a bungalow.  We may be in a rural village but national planning guidelines apply just the same as they do in a city.

9.
The major issue this year has been ‘affordable’ housing.  Hastoe’s were at the point of filing a planning application in Martin Street for 6 rental units and 2 shared ownership when the landowner withdrew consent.  There was also a refused application for housing outside the development area in Martin Street combining commercial houses with a cross-subsidised terrace of lower priced ‘affordable’ units.  The Parish Council meeting which discussed this application was attended by 35 members of the public.

10.
The major influence on the look of the village in future will be the implementation of the Local Development Framework by Mendip District Council to replace the Local Plan.  It is apparent that fields around Baltonsborough are being sold at such high prices that a local auctioneer was recently heard to say there must be gold below them.

11.
Despite these potentially linked events Baltonsborough Parish Council remains committed to the goal of achieving more affordable housing.  It is hoped that a representative of Hastoe’s will be able to make a short presentation about how they operate at the forthcoming annual parish meeting.

Item Five

Election of New Chairman

12.
The Clerk ascertained that Kevin Sherrard was willing to continue.  Jackie Buckle proposed and Jane Horton seconded the motion that he be re-elected and this passed unanimously.

13.
Kevin Sherrard signed the declaration of acceptance of office form.

Item Six

Election of Vice Chairman

14.
The Chairman nominated Christine Fox as vice-chairman and it was confirmed that she had agreed to stand.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Jane Horton seconded this motion which was carried unanimously.

Item Seven

Register of Interests

15.
The Clerk reminded Councillors that if there are any changes to their declaration of interests of June last year could they please forward them.

16.
The meeting adjourned.

Item Eight

Contributions and Questions from the Public

17.
There were none.

18.
The meeting was reconvened.

Item Nine

Chairman’s Allowance

19.
All Councillors agreed that this was unnecessary and therefore discontinued the practice.

Item Ten

Nominations of Representatives

20.
Councillors were reminded of the nominated lead Councillor for the following topics and agreed that no change was necessary at the moment.  The list could be revisited at any time.  The current list is as follows:

Special Activities




Councillor

Telephone

Planning





Shirley Slade

850831








Kevin Sherrard
851076

MDC Liaison





Kevin Sherrard
851076

Playpark





John Reynolds
850672

Footpaths





Carolyn Young
850782








Christine Fox

850002

SALC/NALC





Jane Horton

850113

Village Hall & Playing Field



Jackie Buckle
850136

Parish News Management Committee

Steve Everitt

851482








Christine Fox

850002

Website Management



Steve Everitt

851482

Financial Probity




Jane Horton

850113

Neighbourhood Watch



Vacant at present

Disciplinary Committee



Formed as and when required

Item Eleven

Financial Summary 2007-2008

21.
The Clerk stated that the finances are sound.  The year ended with credits in current account (2728), business reserve account (2958) and a credit (1514) paid for future clock maintenance.  This total of £7,200 equates approximately to one year’s precept (7,000), which is what the external auditors suggest.  In addition, there is a ring fenced sum of £4,870 in the play park account.  The year held few surprises other than a fee for the election process in which there was no election.  Despite remonstrations, MDC insisted that this sum of £390 had to be paid.  During the next year the Council should expect rises in costs of nearly all that is done.  With a precept of £8,000 (and £500 going to the bell restoration fund) there is a continuing healthy situation.

Item Twelve

Date of next meeting

22.
The proposal is for Thursday 7 May 2009.  There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.45pm.

These minutes were approved and signed as a true record by the Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council at the meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27th April 2009.

