MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 1 May 2008
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Kevin Sherrard
Chairman
Jane Horton




Jackie Buckle



Martyn Underdown
Clerk



2  members of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Steve Everitt  John Reynolds  Christine Fox
 Carolyn Young  Shirley Slade
Item Two

Minutes of the Meetings 
3.
27 March 08.  After deletion of  “because” and insertion of  “for example” in 2nd line of paragraph 16 the minutes were agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman.
4.
3 April 08.  At paragraph 41 delete “MDC” and inset “SCC”.  The minutes were then agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman.
5.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
6.
Shirley Marshall asked of progress in the enquiry into the election problems of May 2007.  The Chairman stated he was still awaiting the report.
7.
The meeting was re-convened.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [3 Apr]
8.
17/1/08.7 – Clerk.  To Arrange the Date and Agenda for the Parish Meeting.  The Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
[Post Meeting Note: Date changed to 22 May].








Action Complete.
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9.
3/4/08.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.   Done.









Action Complete.
10.
3/4/08.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.   Done.









Action Complete.
11.
3/4/08.3 – Clerk.   Resolution to Donate £500.00 on Agenda.  Done [at Item 6].








Action Complete.
12.
3/4/08.4 – Chairman.   To Write to Mendip Housing.  Ongoing.
Action 3/4/08.4 – Chairman.   To Write to Mendip Housing.  
13.
3/4/08.5 – Chairman/Jackie Buckle.  To Investigate Shot Blasting of Metal Benches.  Ongoing.
Action 3/4/08.5 – Chairman/Jackie Buckle.  To Investigate Shot Blasting of Metal Benches.
14.
3/4/08.6 – John Reynolds.  To Investigate Refurbishment of 2 Wooden Benches and Provision of a New Bench.  Ongoing.
Action 3/4/08.6 – John Reynolds.  To Investigate Refurbishment of 2 Wooden Benches and Provision of a New Bench.  
15.
3/4/08.7 – Chairman.   To Investigate the Habitat Action Plan.  Ongoing.
Action 3/4/08.7 – Chairman.   To Investigate the Habitat Action Plan.  
Item Five

Planning Matters 

16.
Refusals.
108247/001 – 3 St. Dunstan’s Park.

120320/000 – Martin Street Development.
17.
Approvals.
101421/011 – Briars Farm.  Extension.
120005/000 – Briars Farm.  Workers Dwelling.
18.
Planning Contravention Notices.

067727/009ENF – Land at Northfields.
Ash View Farm – Tor Drilling Ltd.  
19.
Withdrawal.   120327/000 – Land Adjacent to Northfields Nursery.

20.
Appeal.   Ash View Farm – Tor Drilling Ltd.  Dismissed.
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Item Six

Financial Items

21.
Resolution.  Shirley Slade has proposed and Carolyn Young has seconded a resolution to donate £500.00 towards the St. Dunstan’s Church Bell Restoration Fund.  Councillors voted unanimously to approve this resolution.
22.
Cheques for Signature.


Bell Restoration Fund - £500.00.   Agreed.
23.
Audit 2007/8.  The Clerk has prepared the documents for the internal audit of the parish council accounts for the financial year 2007/8 and a financial summary has been given to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  The documents have been read by the councillor leading on financial matters, Jane Horton, and agreed as ready for audit.  
24.
Councillors acknowledged that to the best of their knowledge the annual governance statements at Section 2 of the audit document were correct.  The Chairman wished to review the following documents before signing:
Section 1 and 2 of the annual return.

The 3 documents on the Statement of Accounts.

Receipt and Payments.

Significant Variations.

Bank Reconciliation.

25.
Each year the council checks the Assets and Risk Assessment Registers.  These 2 documents were tabled for scrutiny and agreed as valid for the coming year.  The Chairman wished to review them before signing.
Action 1/5/08.1 – Clerk.  Forward Accounts for Internal Audit.
Item Seven/
Eight
  County/District Council Reports
26.
None this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
27.
The Clerk distributed a letter from the secretary of the VH&PFT to all councillors seeking comments on the proposals for updating the Trust Deed.
28.
Jackie Buckle reported that all committee members were re-elected at the recent AGM, requested that all members keep Becky Smith informed of additions or changes to bookings in the village hall, commented on problems on the field from dogs and the recent rain and finally reminded all that the BCA fete launch will be on 3 May.

Item Ten

Website
29.
No report this meeting.
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Item Eleven

Playpark
30.
No report this meeting.
Item Twelve
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
31.
Acknowledging that the Clerk had given notice, the Chairman sought to establish a working party to advertise and select a new Clerk.  The initial proposal is for the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Shirley Slade and Jane Horton.
32.
Kevin Sherrard brought the assistant commissioner’s decision on changes to constituency boundaries to the attention of the meeting.  After discussion, the council voted unanimously to oppose the moving of our village into the constituency of Somerton & Frome away from Wells.  He would reply by email within the consultation period, echoing the comments of the chairman of the adjoining village of Butleigh, with the following statement [which will also be part of the summary sent to the Parish News]:  “These proposed changes appear to be purely administrative and make no sense on the ground. Parishioners have the vast majority of their immediate links with Street, Glastonbury and Wells where the vast majority of services and facilities are located. We have virtually nothing in common with Frome or Somerton.”
[Post Meeting Note:  Email sent.]
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
33.
None this meeting.
Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
34.
A donation of £25.00 was sought by the Community Council for Somerset, a charity in support of rural activities.  Councillors agreed that little or no help had been received in the past and declined the request.
Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
35.
Proposal is for 5 June 2008.  There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
SIGNED 
[image: image1.emf] 

   Date   5 June 2008
Kevin Sherrard, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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