MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 8 May 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance. 
Kevin Sherrard
Chairman



Shirley Slade

Vice Chairman



Christine Fox








Jackie Buckle







Martyn Underdown
Clerk

Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [5 Apr 07]
2.
These were accepted and signed as correct.

Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
3.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [5 Apr 07]
4.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Obtain Traffic Management Guidelines.  The SCC legal team at Taunton saw no hindrance to the Clerk or Councillors reading a copy on site or having a copy but the latter might be impractical because of its size.  Councillors provided a list of important topics and asked the Clerk to visit the Highways Agency at Glastonbury with a view to obtaining  copies of relevant pages.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Obtain Traffic Management Guidelines.  
5.
1/3/07.2 – Sherrard/Flack.  To Organise a Working Party for the Playpark.  The ditch has been cleared and some bark has been inserted at the climbing frame.  When the rest has been obtained the equipment will be re-installed.

Action 1/3/07.2 – Kevin Sherrard.  To Organise a Working Party for the Playpark.  
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6.
5/4/07.1 – Clerk.  To Reply to the Letter on Dog Waste Bins.  This has been done and Mr. Winston seems content with the reply.









Action Complete.
7.
5/4/07.2 – Clerk.  To Investigate the Parish Mapping CD-ROM.  Carol  Marchant of MDC says that MDC are hoping to have their own WEB GIS ROM by the end of this year.  She fully anticipates that parishes will be able to use this tool.  It was agreed that no further action was needed but to bring up the topic in January 2008.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

8.
The Chairman attended the planning board hearing on the change of use at Ash View Farm.  Despite his conditional support [as discussed previously] it was rejected.
Item Six

Financial Items

9.
Mandate.  Christine Fox and Shirley Slade are still mandated to sign the parish council cheques.  The Clerk   suggested that at some future date more parish councillors be added to the mandate.
10.
Cheques for Signature.
Rent for Committee Room for 8 May - £10.00.  Agreed.

J Birch for Photocopying - £19.77.  Agreed.

Insurance Premium Renewal as discussed previously - £877.74.  Agreed.

Smith of Derby for Maintenance to Church Clock for previous year - £243.23  Agreed.
11.
Preparations for the Internal Audit for FY 2006/7.  An information pack explaining the procedure and what agreements were required of the members, was previously circulated, together with the details of the audit figures.  The statements required were all agreed and the Clerk was asked to forward the documents to Mr. Barrie Rees for the Internal Audit.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed Sections 1 and 2 of the Audit Form.  Copies of the Financial Summary and audit support papers are at Annex A to these minutes.
Item Seven

Items at Chairman’s Discretion
12.
Bill Leung, the webmaster of the BPC website, requested approval to include links to the MDC Services site [information on planning applications] and to the Merlins Carnival Club site [advertising for helpers].  Both were approved. 
13.
A letter has been received from Mrs. Jarratt complaining of the lack of repairs to the surface of Cox’s Drive.  All agreed and commented on the poor repair of paths in the area.  The Clerk was asked to bring this to the attention of the Highways Agency.
Action 8/5/07.1 – Clerk.  Write to Highways Agency re Cox’s Drive.
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14.
The Chairman raised the subject of the road repairs currently being undertaken in Martin Street.  All agreed that the signage was inadequate and woefully managed.  The placing of signs was late and no co-ordination was thought through with the organisers of the Glastonbury Road Run, causing subsequent traffic chaos in the diversions. The work started later than advertised and there was no information passed on regarding subsequent delayed dates.  The Clerk was asked to bring these items to the attention of the Highways Agency.
Action 8/5/07.2 – Clerk.  Write to Highways Agency re Conduct of Road Repairs.
15.
Kevin Sherrard commented that the management of the recent election was a shambles.  There was confusion with the literature that was posted to residents, it was inaccurate and it was late.  There were major problems with the printers and with the contractors, Capita, and the officers at polling stations were ill-served.  He agreed to circulate a draft for consideration by councillors and for a formal complaint to the Chief Executive at MDC.
Action 8/5/07.3 – Chairman. Draft a Letter re Election Management.
16.
The Chairman reported that many items of correspondence were not being acknowledged or answered on the detailed planning topics concerning the village.  There was a marked lack of courtesy and action on the part of the Planning Department at MDC and he wanted to enquire of the guidelines given to MDC officers on this subject.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Executive, since clearly, the Planning Department would take no notice!
Action 8/5/07.4 – Clerk.  Write to CEO of MDC re Planning  Response Guidelines.
Item Eight

Items from Councillors
17.
Shirley Slade briefed on the forthcoming hearing for the licensing application at Coxbridge on 15 May in Wells.
18.
Jackie Buckle asked if the “keep clear” road signs could be refreshed at the entrance to the house at the back of The Cross.  [This will be included in the correspondence to Highways].  She also noted the continuing activities at The Stalls which may have an adverse effect on the Village Hall.  The situation was noted.

Item Nine

Information Items from the Clerk
19.
The AGM Report and finance statement from the VH&PFT Committee is now due to be forwarded to this council following their AGM on 16 May 2007.
20.
A letter has been received outlining the ease with which identity theft can affect almost anyone.  Villagers should heed the advice and warnings in the press and continue to be vigilant.
21.
The Baltonsborough Community Association minutes were provided to the council for information.  During discussion it was noted that the council will not favour one group in particular and that the best way to promote village topics is to be represented on the council.  Agenda items for the council will continue to come to the Clerk via members. 
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Item Ten

Periodicity and Dates of Meetings
22.
Councillors confirmed that, in principle, they still wished to meet on the first Thursday of each month.  Noting the current number of councillors this might be difficult but every effort to do this will be maintained.
Item Eleven

County Council Report/ District Council Report
23.
There was none at this meeting.
Item Twelve
Date of the Next Meeting
24.
The next meeting will be on 7 June 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

25.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
Annex A:  Financial Statements for 2006/7.
Signed
[image: image1.png]




Date
7 June 2007.
Kevin Sherrard, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council

Page 4-4

Annex A to Minutes of the Parish 

Council Meeting of 8 May 2007.

BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Financial Summary for the Year Ending 31 March 2007.

This year has seen an unusually high level of income and expenditure for 2 reasons.  First, the grants and expenditure for the Playpark now that we own this field, and second, confirmation of ownership and then repair of the War Memorial.  In turn this has meant a thorough reappraisal of our assets and the associated risks resulting in increased insurance premiums.  

Expenditure increased by £17,550 and increased grants and a sizable VAT refund meant an increase in income of £10,450.  Thus the net cost to the reserves was about £7,000.  This figure is now much nearer to the yearly precept figure recommended by our external auditors.

The balances on the 3 accounts will be adjusted now that the statements for April have arrived to reflect:

Playpark A/C approx.

   £4,100 [which includes £1000 earmarked for 



           
  the bark and climbing frame repairs]

Business Reserve A/C approx.  £5,000

Current A/C approx.

   £1350

In addition, the precept for FY 2007/8 has been put into the current A/C and some of this will go into the business reserve A/C for the first few months.

This summary is forwarded together with the audit documents for their consideration at the parish council meeting of 8 May 2007.
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M Underdown

Clerk

Responsible Finance Officer.

8 May 2007.
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BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Return and Statement of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2007.

Receipts and Payments.

2005/6







2006/7

     £


RECEIPTS



     £



7000


Precept




  7000


  319


Interest



 
    315



  476


Donations



    116

 

  720


Grants




  7700

  
  202


VAT Refund


              2761




Welcome to B’boro Booklet

    250

  

8717


Total Receipts


 18,142



     £


PAYMENTS



     £

2657


Clerk’s Salary



2590



  368


Insurance


  
  603



  141


External Audit



  141

 

      7


Councillors’ Expenses

      0     



    32


Photocopying/Printing

    62

    30


Clerk’s Expenses


  107 

   

      0    

Road Sign


 
    69




  102


Room Rental



  124

 

    74


Consortium Stationery

      0

 

  257


SALC/NALC/SLCC/SPFA Subs/Fees 414 

    

  240


Community Grants S137

  320



  500


Churchyard Maintenance

  550



      0


War Memorial 

           1,148



    64


Playpark Costs

         17,398

  410


Footpath Maintenance


  278

  

  610


Dog & Litter Bins


  214


  709


Church Clock



  231

  

  500


Youth Club



      0

6701
   

Total Payments

           24,249





Excess of Payments over Receipts
          [6,107]
Signed:[image: image3.jpg]
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Shirley Slade


M Underdown



Chairman


Clerk

Date:

8 May 2007.            

8 May 2007.
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BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Return and Statement of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2007.

Significant Variations from the Previous Year.

Receipts.
Donations down to only one item this year [church clock];


- 370

Grants up because of organisations’ support to the 

newly purchased Playpark;






+6980

VAT refund up because of large purchases of Playpark equipment;

+2559

“Welcome to Baltonsborough” booklet one off advertisers payments;
+250

Payments.

Although the Clerk’s salary shows a decrease the payment was in fact

higher per quarter.  [Last year there were 5 quarterly payments];

-67

Insurance up to take account of the greater exposure to risk with the

purchase of the Playpark and the War Memorial work;


+235
Photocopying/printing up reflecting greater workload devolved from 

SCC and MDC;







+30

Clerk’s expenses up but only reflects a different supplier of stationery.

[See the reduction to zero of Consortium Stationery];


+77

Road sign – a one off replacement cost of stolen item;


+69

Room rental increase reflects inflation;




+22

Subscription fees up reflecting differing association with organisations.
SALC/NALC inflation increase;

SLCC down to zero – no longer a member;

SPFA new item.  PC has joined the Somerset Playing

Fields Association reflecting the need for information and

support with the Playpark;





+157

S137 items up showing greater generosity of the PC;


+80

Help towards Churchyard maintenance in support of PCC [inflation];
+50

War Memorial costs up reflecting solicitor’s fees to prove ownership 
and for repairs;







+1148

Playpark costs up reflecting long awaited expenditure on equipment, 
insurance, maintenance and solicitor’s conveyancing fees;


+17334
Footpath maintenance down indicating easier workload;


-132

Dog waste bin expenditure down. The 2 purchased this year are 
Likely to be the last for some time;





-394

Church clock maintenance lower reflecting fewer defects and more
Efficient maintenance;






-478

Youth club support nil this year.  It was a one off last year;


-500
Signed:[image: image5.jpg]
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S SLADE



M UNDERDOWN



Chairman



Clerk

Dated:

8 May 2007.



8 May 2007.
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BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Return – Statement of Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2007.

Bank Reconciliation on all Accounts at 31 March 2007.
Current Account

Statement balance 
  £4984.78


Add uncleared deposits 
 nil

No unpresented cheques          nil

Balance



        4984.78

Reserve Account – Business Reserve
No uncleared items

Balance



         2347.07

Playpark Account – Ringfenced Funds
No uncleared items

Balance



        3109.52

National Savings Investment Account

Closed during 2006



nil

TOTAL CASH AT 31 MARCH 2007.             £10,441.37
Signed:[image: image7.jpg]
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M UNDERDOWN



Chairman



Clerk

Dated:

8 May 2007.



8 May 2007.
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