MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 1 March 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Ian Flack


Jackie Buckle



Bill Leung

Martyn Underdown
Clerk

2.
Apologies.

Ken Maddock

MDC
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [1 Feb 07]
3.
The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chairman.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 Feb]
5.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  A letter was not sent to the police but this subject was included in the letter to Ken Maddock covering many highways aspects that this council believes to be unsatisfactory.  The response from Councillor Maddock showed that nothing would change on this matter unless the subject was reconsidered by the police.   This was what the Clerk was asked to pursue.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 Feb]
6.
4/5/06.4 – Chairman.
 To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  Discussions with the Highways Agency mean that the item is now reinstated on their work plan to be done in the next 90 days.  This was confirmed by Jeff Bunting.  Hugh Tetlow and the Chairman met in site on 26 February to confirm line painting for access.
Action 4/5/06.4 – Chairman.
 To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  
7.
3/8/06.8 – Clerk/Chairman.
To Progress New Dog Waste and Litter Bins.  The two new bins have been installed and MDC [Martyn Errington] has confirmed that the contractors have been instructed to empty these new bins.  The Chairman has sent a letter of thanks to Steve Selway for his valued assistance in this matter.








Action Complete.
8.
3/11/06.4 – Clerk.  To Accept Grass Cutting Quote.  Quadron Services have been informed that we wish to continue next year in accordance with their quote and Mr. Look has been thanked for his time in providing a quote.








Action Complete.

9.
7/12/06.4 – Clerk.  Continue Preps for May Election.  SALC publicity material was distributed before the Clerk was able to discuss the change in time and date of the SALC presentation.  Therefore, the SALC presentation and the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the same night.








Action Complete.
10.
11/1/07.3 – Chairman.  Investigate Notice for Playpark.  Ongoing.
Action 11/1/07.3 – Chairman.  Investigate Notice for Playpark.  
11.
1/2/07.1 – Clerk.  Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.








Action Complete.
12.
1/2/07.2 – All Councillors.  Provide Input to the Post Office Network Questionnaire.  Councillors agreed that the SALC summary was in keeping with the responses from the council, that this was wider than simply a post office matter and that subsidies from the Government were subject to over-riding EU legislation.  The Chairman was asked to respond in that vein.
Action 1/2/07.2 – Chairman.  Respond to the Post Office Network Questionnaire.  
13.
1/2/07.3 – Clerk.  To Write to the Owner of “The Stalls”.  The council’s observations on this matter were passed by letter by the Clerk.








Action Complete.
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14.
1/2/07.4 – Clerk.  To Seek Advice on Highways Problems.  A comprehensive letter outlining the myriad of highways related problems was sent to Councillor Ken Maddock [SCC].  His reply dated 27 February 2007 was noted by the council and placed on file for future consideration.








Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

15.
None this month!
Item Six

Financial Items

16.
Cheques for Signature.
Rent for Committee Room for 1 March 2007 - £10.00.  Agreed.

SALC Affiliation Fee for 2007/8 - £173.17.  Agreed.

Contribution to Churchyard Maintenance by PCC - £550.00.  Agreed.

17.
Appointment of External Auditors.  The Audit Commission has informed the council that Moore Stephens will continue as External Auditors for business conducted during 2006/7 whilst further competition is researched.  New fees will pertain for the 5 years commencing with the 2006/7 audit but details yet to be announced.

Item Seven [County Council Report] and
Item Eight [District Council Report]
18.
None this month.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
19.
Jackie Buckle reported a successful Fashion Show and Moviola night, indicated that teams using the field for sports have been advised not to bring so much mud into the changing rooms and publicised the next Moviola film, “The Devil Wears Prada” on Sunday 25 March.  The debate on whether to continue film nights through the summer concluded that it would be best to wait and restart in the autumn.
Item Ten

Website
20.
Bill Leung reported that updating and use of the web site continues.  An events calendar and space for the Community Forum have now been added.
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Item Eleven

Playpark
21.
The inspection for 2007 has now to be arranged and the Clerk undertook to do this.
Action 1/3/07.1 – Clerk.  Arrange for the Annual Inspection of the Playpark.
22.
The Chairman reported that it was still too wet to deliver the new playbark.  As a result the climbing frame would have to be put out of bounds, following the expiry of the time limit for rectifying this safety feature.
23.
Kevin Sherrard and Ian Flack agreed to organise working parties.  First to clear out the ditch on the south side of the playpark and second, when appropriate, to install the playbark [all 3000 litres of it!!].

Action 1/3/07.2 – Sherrard/Flack.  To Organise a Working Party.
Item Twelve
Election Publicity
24.
Parish Meeting and SALC Presentation 22 March.  The Chairman has the agenda for the Parish Meeting in hand and tea and biscuits will be provided on the night.  This will be the second part of publicity by the parish council prior to new elections on 3 May 2007.

25.
The councillors agreed to provide a mail shot throughout the village to ensure each household had enough information on the way to apply for nomination to stand for the parish council and on the need to vote and support local elections on 3 May 2007.  The content of the leaflet is reproduced at Annex A to these minutes and will be available on the parish council website www.baltonsborough.org.uk  

26.
Mendip District Council Election Office has confirmed that nomination papers will not be available until 19 March.  However, the Clerk will arrange for some to be available at the Parish Meeting on 22 March and subsequently in the Village Shop, until closing date on 4 April.  Information on all the aspects of local authority elections can be found on MDC’s website www.mendip.gov.uk  or from Customer Services on 01749 648999.  
Action 1/3/07.3 – Clerk.  To Co-ordinate Preparations for Local Authority Elections.
Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
27.
There were none.
Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors
28.
Christine Fox tabled a letter from Nadine Brelstaff stating that she had reached her total of £1500 to provide for her plus one overseas guest to the World Scout Jamboree and she thanked the PC for their support.
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29.
Kevin Sherrard provided feedback on discussions with SCC following the Mendip Working Panel Liaison meeting.  He said the meeting was turgid, the discussions banal and the whole thing seemed a publicity exercise by SCC.  More importantly, the MDC Local Development Framework discussions revealed rumours of alarming developments concerning development boundaries being abolished and the planning framework completely altered.  Whilst no decisions had yet been made the portents were not good for maintaining the shape and make-up of villages like Baltonsborough.
30.
Jackie Buckle made 2 significant points on services.  The first concerned the effects of the sale of some First Bus routes to “Nippy Bus”.  The latter’s drivers seemed not to stick to routes or timetables causing passenger frustration and did not appear to be uniformed or display any corporate or licensed identity.  The problem should be monitored by bus users for specific problems to be reported.  Secondly, SCC seemed to be cavalier in the way they changed property service contractors specifically for the heating in the village hall.  No consultation has been undertaken and as a consequence the priorities and/or contacts for achieving repair or maintenance have been lost.  Once again, the situation will be monitored. 
Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk
31.
Information Leaflets.  The Clerk tabled 3 items for distribution to councillors.

South Somerset Bid for Unitary Status.

Western Power Distribution report.

MDC’s magazine “Your Mendip”.

32.
NALC Legal Summary.  NALC has issued a legal summary on Consultation re the Amendments to the Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.  This was passed to the Chairman, to link up with the SALC summary on the same topic.  All are available to councillors in the run up to the publication of a revised Code of Conduct.  Councillors agreed that where these documents were relevant to parish councils they agreed with the general approach to the consultation process.
Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
33.
The next meeting will be on 5 April in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  

34.
This will be the last meeting of the existing council before local elections on 3 May 2007.  Therefore, the dates for May were agreed as follows:
Village Hall to be used for local elections – 3 May 2007.

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 10 May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Parish Council Meeting – 10 May 2007 at 8.15pm in the Village Hall.
35.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Page 5-6
Annex A – Election Leaflet.
SIGNED   [image: image1.jpg]


Date   5 April 2007
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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Annex A to BPC Minutes of 1 March 2007.

This Annex contains details of the Election Leaflet.  Copies of the 4 information leaflets are on file.
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

3 MAY 2007

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

THEN STAND FOR ELECTION TO YOUR PARISH COUNCIL!

BRIEFING:  A Briefing will be held in the Village Hall at 7.15pm on 
22 March as part of the Annual Parish Meeting for Baltonsborough.
NOMINATION PAPERS: Will be available at the briefing in the Village Hall on 22 March or they may be obtained from Mendip District Council Election Office.
NOMINATION PAPERS: Must be with the District Council Election Office by noon on Wednesday 4 April.

MORE DETAILS: Can be obtained from the current Chairman, Shirley Slade on 850831, or the Parish Clerk, Martyn Underdown on 850286.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE includes:

Why it is important to stand for election and/or vote.

What is a Parish Council?

What do Councillors do?

How to apply.

PLEASE consider this very carefully.

PLEASE cast your vote on 3 May.

PLEASE support your local Parish Council.

M Underdown

Clerk

10 March 2007.
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