MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 1 February 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Ian Flack


Jackie Buckle



Bill Leung

Martyn Underdown
Clerk

3 members of the public.
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [11 Jan 07]
2.
These were accepted and signed by the Chairman.
3.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
Joanna Fryer, the land agent for the applicant of the planning application for Ash View Farm, read out a statement explaining the rationale behind this new application from new owners of the property.  This was an expansion of the statement enclosed with the application and enabled councillors to hear the intent of the applicant for themselves.  Councillors noted the statement and agreed to consider it under the agenda item.
5.
The meeting was re-convened.  
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [11 Jan 07]
6.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  The Clerk has visited the offices of the Highways Agency in Glastonbury.  He discovered that since the discussions and agreements last year there have been new guidelines issued to the Highways Agency regarding speed limits.  These state that over time restricted zones will be changed to more 30mph and less 40mph areas and zones will be closer aligned to built-up areas and those that can sensibly be regulated.  Therefore there is no support from the police for extending the zone in Baltonsborough into Burnett’s Lane.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [11 Jan 07]
7.
Councillors were disappointed with this response, were unhappy that no consultation had taken place to explain this change with previous agreements and felt a letter to the police authority dealing with this was appropriate.  They asked that the letter be copied to the Highways Agency
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.
8.
4/5/06.4 – Chairman.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  Jeff Bunting [Highways] commented that Christine Fox had said that these lines were no longer required.  This was clearly untrue and she and the Chairman would reaffirm the need.
Action 4/5/06.4 – Chairman.  To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.
9.
3/8/06.8 – Clerk/Chairman.  To Progress New Dog Waste Bins.  Photographs of the location of the 2 bins will be passed to Steve Selway for installation.
Action 3/8/06.8 – Clerk/Chairman.  To Progress New Dog Waste Bins.  
10.
3/11/06.4 – Clerk.  To Obtain Grass Cutting Quote.  Quadron has forwarded their quote for the 2007 grass cutting season.  This will be £414.18 +VAT – an increase of £18.44 on last year for the same work of 16 cuts.  This compares with an estimate from Andrew Look of £35.50 per visit at £520.00 for 16 cuts.  The Chairman noted that the Quadron quotation seemed best and proposed this be accepted.  Jackie Buckle seconded this and councillors voted unanimously in favour.  The Clerk was asked to inform Quadron of the decision to accept this quotation.
Action 3/11/06.4 – Clerk.  To Accept Grass Cutting Quote.  
11.
7/12/06.2 – Chairman.
  To Forward a Reply to the Consultation Paper.  Done.  










Action Complete.
12.
7/12/06.4 – Clerk.  Continue Preparations for May Election.  Publicity material from SALC had been circulated and the main Village Hall has been booked for the 22 March for the SALC Presentation and the Baltonsborough Annual Parish Meeting.  Publicity for SALC’s presentation, which will be open to other village representatives to attend, is awaited.
13.
Discussion revealed that the majority of councillors still wanted the 2 activities to occur on the same night, that it was unlikely that the SALC presentation could be part of an Annual Parish Meeting and that an hour seemed too long to be relevant to such a meeting.  The Clerk was asked to clarify with SALC the length and order of activities so that proper preparations could take place.
Action 7/12/06.4 – Clerk.  Continue Preparations for May Election.  
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [11 Jan 07]
14.
11/1/07.1 – All Councillors.
Consider Agenda Items for Annual Parish Meeting.  The following items were proposed:

Chairman’s Report

Reports from Village Groups
Community Forum

Speed Watch

Neighbourhood Watch

Playpark Committee Report

Items from the Floor

15.
The Chairman will consider the above when calling the meeting.








Action Complete.
16.
11/1/07.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.









Action Complete.
17.
11/1/07.3 – Clerk.  Investigate Notice for Playpark.  Advice from SALC is that there is no set pro forma and a short and succinct notice is all that is required.  The Chairman agreed to design such a notice that informs villagers that the playpark is owned by BPC and that any defects should be reported to the Clerk.
Action 11/1/07.3 – Chairman.  Investigate Notice for Playpark.  
18.
11/1/07.4 – Clerk.  To Inform Community Forum Group of PC Activities.  A letter has been sent to Jennifer Martin on 16 January.









Action Complete.
19.
11/1/07.5 – Clerk.  Investigate New Sign on Kennard Drove.  Following a visit to the Highways Agency offices, the Clerk reported that the advisory sign has been erected to warn motorist that this is a road that will be difficult to negotiate because it is so narrow.  The aim is to discourage not ban motorists.  It does not change the status of the road, namely that it is inspected annually and repaired as necessary.  Councillors were extremely disappointed with this response.  This action was closed and along with other items, [see Action 1/2/07.4 at Paragraph 44], asked the Clerk to pursue this matter with the SCC Ward Councillor.








Action Complete.
20.
11/1/07.6 – Clerk.  Investigate Actions on Collapsed Drains.  Following a visit to the Highways Agency offices, the Clerk reported that the problem near Fernleigh Farm in Muchelney Lane is still on the work list to be addressed.  The culvert will be subjected to jetting and this should solve the problem.  Highways are waiting for the team to be in the area.  

Page 3-8
Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [11 Jan 07]
21.
The problem at Gilbert’s Corner has been investigated and the drains are clear.  No further action is planned.

22.
The problem in the cul-de-sac of St. Dunstan’s Park is definitely not a Highways problem since this part of the road is thought not to be adopted.  James Lodge of Mendip Housing Association agrees and says work to repair the drain is planned for the spring this year.  When the drain/culvert is repaired we should re-address the adoption issue.  Highways will be reluctant to adopt this small area of road.  It is just one small area amongst many similar parcels of land across the County.  









Action Complete.
23.
11/1/07.7 – Clerk.  Investigate Lack of Information on Road Closures.  South Somerset District Council confirm that Baltonsborough’s Clerk is on the mailing list for such information and do not know why it was not received.  Investigations could not determine if it was not sent or not delivered.  Apologies proffered and accepted.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

24.
115251/009 – Ash View Farm.  This application has raised considerable interest and comment, not least because of previous enforcement problems.  It was acknowledged that there was now a new owner, a new application for change of use and considerable effort to explain the future intent.  Discussion is summarised as follows:
Residents were concerned about lack of information on traffic and vehicle sizes.

The Chairman was concerned that the change of use was asked for the whole site – not just that to be developed.  This seemed unwise and wanted the change of use to be restricted to that necessary for the new business and the remainder remain as agricultural land.

Kevin Sherrard emphasised that building on the site would be prominent and exposed and suggested that some landscaping be added to shield the effects of development.  He added that the council should consider this application on its merits, discounting previous problems, noting that the new use seemed acceptable and would provide local employment opportunities.

Bill Leung agreed with partitioning the development area from that to remain for agricultural use.
Jackie Buckle was pleased that there would be local employment opportunities.

Ian Flack agreed with the partitioning suggestion.

25.
Further discussion revealed that the landscaping is being considered and that the maximum vehicle size would be equivalent to about a 6 tonne “box van” type on an infrequent basis and with 2 or 3 cars on a daily basis.  Considering the chequered history of the site, councillors sought to make it a condition that, should MDC approve this application, that it be restricted solely to this applicant.
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26.
The Chairman summarised the discussion with the proposal that BPC had no objections provided that 3 conditions were applied.  First, that the application applies only to the portion of land needed for this change of use [approximately 2 acres] and that the remaining 15 acres [approximately] remain as land for agricultural use.  Second, that granting of this application must apply to this applicant only.  And third, that the landscaping be extended to include screening all round the development area.  Ian Flack seconded this proposal and councillors agreed unanimously.
27.
The Clerk was asked to inform MDC of the council’s decision.

Action 1/2/07.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
Item Six

Financial Items

28.
Cheque for Signature.

Rent for Committee Room for 1 Feb - £10.00.  Agreed.
29.
The Clerk informed the councillors that the VAT for 2006 has been reclaimed and banked.
Item Seven

County Council Report
30.
None at this meeting.
Item Eight

District Council Report
31.
None at this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
32.
Jackie Buckle reported that the Valentine’s Ball had to be cancelled due to lack of support and that the new dishwasher is now installed.  The Moviola film “The Queen” was a success and that the offering for 25 February is “Wah-Wah” and March 25 is “The Devil Wears Prada”.
Item Ten

Website
33.
Bill Leung reported that the new web site is up and running and urged councillors to check it out.
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Item Eleven

Playpark
34.
The new bark cannot be installed until the ground conditions improve and the Chairman sought ideas for clearing out the ditch before the spring arrives.
Item Twelve
Unitary Council for Somerset
35.
The document issued at the last meeting was amplified by a piece in the Parishes Information Bulletin, re-iterating that no matter what views may be held, consultation will not start until [or unless] the government agrees that the submission is acceptable for consideration.  This decision is expected at the end of March. 
Item Thirteen
Area Working Panels

36.
A letter from SCC advertising a consultation and debate on Area Working Panels was passed to the Chairman.  A meeting was scheduled for the 8 February and the Chairman would try to attend but would need transport.  No other councillors were available.
Item Fourteen
Election Publicity Material
37.
Documents from SALC were circulated before the meeting and all agreed they were more pertinent to District level elections than to parishes.  Nevertheless, more material on the parish elections was anticipated.
Item Fifteen

Items at Chairman’s Discretion
38.
Residents were reminded that renewal would be needed soon if they had contracts for emptying the garden waste brown bins.
39.
The Chairman had downloaded the extensive questionnaire on the Post Office Network [PON] future plans.  She would attempt to respond on this important issue for rural communities.  Input from councillors would be welcome before a draft letter composed and submitted for consideration at the next meeting.
Action 1/2/07.2 – All Councillors.  To Provide Input to PON Questionnaire.
40.
A further consultation document from MDC about Improving Play Areas was also being addressed.  This covered all aspects of “play” not just the playpark facilities.
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Item Sixteen
Items from Councillors
41.
Kevin Sherrard brought councillors’ attention to the advertisements in the local press regarding the possible commercial activities at Tilham Farm, particularly regarding the area called “The Stalls” as some of the advertised activities appeared to go beyond the conditions granted in June 2005.  Although councillors were not necessarily opposed to the activities it did seem that a further change of use application might be needed if these activities were not contained in the original approval.  The Clerk was asked to write to the owners and seek clarification on this subject.
Action 1/2/07.3 – Clerk.  To Write to the Owners of The Stalls.
42.
Ian Flack updated councillors regarding Speed Watch.  The gun had been transferred to Butleigh and PCSO Rendall [of Community Speed Watch] wanted further publicity for this event in the Baltonsborough area.  Ian Flack said he would put an item in the Parish News for March.
Item Seventeen
Information Items from the Clerk
43.
Additional Items Discussed with Highways.  Following detailed discussions with the Highways Agency office at Glastonbury, the Clerk offered the following information on outstanding items:  
Footpath repairs in Church Lane remain a scheduled work item.

The surface/kerbstones in St. Dunstan’s Park have been inspected and no defects found.

The paths at Mill Leat have been inspected and no safety problems found.

The concrete path behind Dunsford Terrace is to be re-checked to ascertain that it is a Highways problem.

Burgess Lane is to be re-inspected.  Jet patching of the worst areas might be necessary and grounding of vehicles will be considered when re-assessing the problems.

The dropping of the kerb at the junction of Lubborn Lane and Ham Street will have to take its chance in next year’s programme.

44.
There was general dissatisfaction expressed by councillors that the agency was not responding to their requests satisfactorily.  The Clerk indicated that when pressed on these matters the agency’s officers stated that their inspections and judgements of requirements were in accordance with the guidelines given to them and any work planned had to be within allocated budgets.  Councillors were not impressed and asked the Clerk to bring this general matter to the attention of the SCC Ward Councillor, Ken Maddock, to seek help in progressing these matters.
Action 1/2/07.4 – Clerk.  Seek Advice on Highways Problems.
45.
SALC Information Sheet.  There were 4 items on the latest information sheet.  A separate copy was issued to each councillor.  There was an update on the Code of Conduct discussion and pertinent dates leading up to the May elections.  Other items were discussed elsewhere at the meeting, namely local government re-organisation and the PON.
Page 7-8

46.
Police Communications Strategy.  The Chief Superintendent has published the results of a recent survey.  A copy was passed to the Chairman to précis.
47.
Parish Forums.  MDC has issued a questionnaire seeking to determine the efficacy of Parish Forums as a device for communicating with its constituents.  The Clerk explained that he had received one and that each councillor would be getting one direct to their home address.  They were urged to respond on this important issue.
Item Eighteen
Date of the Next Meeting
48.
The date of the next meeting will be 1 March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
49.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.
SIGNED  [image: image1.jpg]


Date   3 March 2007.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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