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After a very long gap and much deliberation, the BCA committee now has some developments and news to report. We have had three meetings and considered numerous ideas. Everything is still only in process, but we thought you would like to know what we have been considering and to have the opportunity to contribute your comments and suggestions. But first of all .....
HELLO AND GOODBYE
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A warm hello to Clive Hennessy who has volunteered to look after publicity for BCA. Clive has plenty of experience in this area as he was responsible for running a number of national campaigns whilst with Price Waterhouse, was also involved with designing publicity material for a couple of local authorities and is now the editor for two small car club newsletters He is now working on our pages of the village website (www.baltonsborough.org.uk).

A sad goodbye to Michael Reardon-Harman who has resigned as a full-time member of the committee, but will still look after the gardening activities. We are so glad to retain his considerable expertise in this area. (Here you see Michael in his alter ego – cooking at the Grumpy Old Men’s Breakfast.)
TABLE AND BENCHES FOR THE PLAYPARK
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Taking up Jackie Buckle’s suggestion of providing a seat for the playpark, we went a step further and made enquiries about a table and benches. We wanted to use local people for the project and so Jim Blackburn of  The Timberframe Company was the obvious person to contact. He has drawn and donated a truly beautiful design of an oak table with two incorporated benches. Unanimously we approved the design and passed it on to the Parish Council for approval; they were also delighted with it. Now plans are in progress for the construction which will be carried out jointly by Jim himself and a local carpenter, Paddy Hickman. 
The money to fund this project (and it will cost £800) will come from the proceeds of the festival held earlier this year. So come next spring, you will be able to enjoy a relaxing sit-down at St Dunstan’s table, as Jim has very aptly christened it, in the playpark.
Incidentally, if you would like to see some of Jim’s work, next time you are in Wells, go to the cathedral. Look above the new entrance and you will see a short spire. Now walk inside and look up at it from underneath. This stunning construction was designed by Jim.

COFFEE SHOP

Phil Jackson came up with the idea of having a coffee shop in Baltonsborough. This idea has gone through several transformations, but at the moment here is what is being considered: 

· a temporary structure, e.g. a gazebo, with a shed for storage

· open on a Saturday or Sunday morning
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situated in the area outside the shop (Joan is supportive)
· a few tables and chairs

· manned by volunteers

· trial next April or May

The idea behind it is that people could stop to have a chat with friends over a cup of coffee when they go to pick up their papers or do their shopping. 

What we would like from you is feedback on this idea, further suggestions and offers to join the rota to man the stall and, best of all, someone to be the overall organiser.
MINI FEST

No, that title has not been chosen, but it will serve to introduce the main topic of the committee’s deliberations: the next festival. At first we wondered if we should have any kind of festival at all before the next big one planned for 2011, but encouraged by Ken Maddock, our local councillor, who thought we should keep the momentum going, we have decided to have a..... 

	WEEKEND FESTIVAL 

NEXT YEAR 

Friday, 5th - Sunday, 7th JUNE


and have already started making plans. Again, these are just in the embryo stage, but so far the following are being actively pursued, but are not confirmed:
FRIDAY 

Evening 
A concert given by a folk or ethnic music group 
SATURDAY

Morning and        Sporting events organised by Eric Conway

afternoon             (and we know what that means!)

Evening 

Not yet decided

SUNDAY

Morning 
Special service in church

Afternoon 
Ramble and picnic organised by Tom Page 
                             A Dressing the Scarecrow competition

Evening 
Festival Evensong with the Voluntary Choir of Wells Cathedral

The two main principles of the items chosen so far are that they should have a local link and that as far as possible we should not repeat last year’s events. But here again we need your input:                

                                                                          More overleaf
· What would you like on the Saturday evening?

· What other events would you like? (There can be more than one event at the same time.)
· Would you like repeats of any of last year’s events?

BRUE BOYS UPDATE

The Brue Boys are another offshoot of the BCA and, thanks to the support from all of you and the warm welcome you always give us at our concerts, we are continuing  to develop and grow. Since September three “new boys” have joined and several new songs have entered our repertoire. We now have 28 Boys. 
On 22nd November we took part in a most wonderful concert in Butleigh which was packed with first rate items from the local area, including the new ladies’ choir “For one night only” which brought the house down! We have future bookings for West Pennard on 24th January and will be taking part in the “Festival of the Voice” in Stourhead on 9th May, but before that we have ......
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          The next                 concert!

OLD TIME MUSIC HALL!

Saturday, 7th February

Baltonsborough Village Hall 7.30
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And for you for your delectation…….. Steak and Ale pies! 

(Vegetarian alternative available) 
Tickets £8.00 (Children £4.00)

from Mike Young (01458 850782)

or the Village Shop (from January)
GRUMPY OLD MEN’S BREAKFAST
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This breakfast becomes ever more popular, with two more new faces attending last time. Another development was the introduction of a cookery session, when Michael Reardon-Harman, whose picture you can see overleaf)  demonstrated how to cook the perfect fried egg and the perfect cheese sauce. Peter Sage, BCA chairman and organiser of the Breakfasts (850738), is looking for further chef volunteers to demonstrate at future sessions. 

NEXT GRUMPY OLD MEN’S BREAKFAST

Saturday 20th December

9.00 a.m.
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COFFEE AND MINCE PIES FOR LADIES

at 10.30 a.m.

Book in for both of these events with Peter (850738)
FESTIVAL CDs
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There are still some of Karen Page’s wonderful CDs left in the shop. Brighten up these dark winter days with a look back at that balmy June week when the sun shone down on all our activities;  watch the children dancing; chuckle at the get-up of the golfers; admire the lush gardens; hear the stirring band; join again the the amazing pageant and cheer yourself up by watching the happy faces at the Barn Dance. The CDs are £5.00 each. 

TO SUM UP

Please get in touch by  sending your comments to jennifermmsing@yahoo.co.uk or ringing 01458 850590 or anyone o the list below. 
That’s all for now and a very happy Christmas from everybody on the BCA committee.                     Jennifer Martin
BCA COMMITTEE
Chairman
Peter Sage
    
850738 woodgate.crafts@btinternet.com

Treasurer
John Westcott
            
850416 john.westcott@which.net

Secretary
Jennifer Martin

850590 jennifermmsing@yahoo.co.uk

Art 
Irene Jackson
              850594 philirene.jackson@virgin.net

Catering

Beverley Sessions
850754

Drama
Sue Peto

              850281 sue@tilhamfarm.com

Music 

Phil Jackson
              850594
philirene.jackson@virgin.net

Publicity
Clive Hennessy

850918 clive.hennessy@virgin.net

Sport
Eric Conway
 
839493 greteconway@btinternet.com
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