MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 5 April 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Bill Leung

Christine Fox



Ian Flack


Jackie Buckle





Martyn Underdown
Clerk

2.
Apologies.

Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [1 Mar 07]
3.
Amendment:  At paragraph 9, delete the word “Unfortunately,”.  
4.
The minutes were then agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 Mar 07]
6.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  The Clerk gave details of the response by Avon and Somerset Constabulary Traffic Management Section [Malcolm Price at the Portishead office].  He indicated that Burnett’s Lane did not meet the criteria for a 30mph limit and that the Highways Office in Glastonbury was correct in their advice.  Councillors were not satisfied and asked the Clerk to try to obtain a copy of the guidelines issued to Highways on this subject.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  To Obtain Traffic Management Guidelines.
7.
4/5/06.4 – Chairman.  
To Monitor Painting of Road Markings in Church Walk.  The line has now been painted.









Action Complete.
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Item Four[contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 Mar 07]
8.
11/1/07.3 – Chairman.  Investigate Notice for Playpark.  Investigation has shown that the signs are not necessary.  No further action.









Action Complete.
9.
1/2/07.2 – Chairman.
To Respond to Post Office Network Questionnaire.  The questionnaire has been completed and despatched.









Action Complete.
10.
1/3/07.1 – Clerk.  To Arrange for the Annual Inspection of the Playpark.  Done.  The playpark will be inspected in mid May.









Action Complete.
11.
1/3/07.2 – Sherrard/Flack.  To Organise a Working Party for the Playpark.  No action to date.
Action 1/3/07.2 – Sherrard/Flack.  To Organise a Working Party for the Playpark.  
12.
1/3/07.3 – Clerk.  To Co-ordinate Preparations for the Local Authority Elections.  All complete.  The 22nd March Annual Parish Meeting and SALC Presentation happened and literature and posters have been sent out and displayed.  Copies of the nomination forms were given to each sitting councillor and spares made available throughout the village.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

13.
Dairy Barn Appeal.  Councillors were informed that the appeal has been allowed and reasons and conditions listed in the correspondence.
14.
Approvals.  Approvals have been given for the works at Little Kenwyn  and Spatchbrook.

Item Six

Financial Items

15.
Cheques for Signature.

Clerk’s Salary for Jan-Mar 07 - £655.02.  Agreed.
Clerk’s Expenses for Jan-Mar 07 - £22.42.  Agreed.
Rent for Committee Room for 22 March and 5 April - £46.00  Agreed.

Direct Offset Printing.  £28.43.  Agreed.
16.
External Auditors.  Moore Stephens have been reappointed and it is likely that the fee for the next 5 years will go up slightly.

17.
Insurance.  The renewal notice for insurance cover has been received.  The premiums have gone up in accordance with the adjustments during the year and by index linking to £877.74.  A cheque will be presented for payment at the next meeting.
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18.
Ditch clearance insurance cover for volunteers is included in the policy, provided they do not use mechanical machinery.
19.
Contracts.  The Schedule 4 of the Clerk’s contract has been signed as has the amendments to the Footpath Clearance contract.
Item Seven/
Eight

County/ District Council Reports
20.
None.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
21.
Jackie Buckle reported that Badminton was now being played regularly and a successful table top sale had occurred.  Unfortunately the medieval banquet had to be cancelled but there will be cricket matches on Saturday and Sunday this summer and Moviola is scheduled to re-start in September.
Item Ten

Website
22.
Bill Leung reported that new features continue to be added and announced that he is to move from the area so will be giving up this task soon.  He will carry on with the web site until someone else can take it on.
Item Eleven

Playpark
23.
Quadron have begun cutting for the summer and preparations are now in hand to get the bark into the climbing frame area before the inspection in May.
Item Twelve
Dog Waste Bin Complaint
24.
The Clerk has received a letter and some adverse comments on the positioning of the dog waste bin at the Muchelney Lane junction with Ham Street.  The questions raised were similar to those in the original debate, they were all carefully reconsidered and the conclusions were not altered.  The Clerk was asked to reply to the letter expanding on the reasons for the decisions and answering the questions posed.
Action 5/4/07.1 – Clerk.  Reply to the Letter on Dog Waste Bins.
Item Thirteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
25.
Shirley Slade reported that action and/or progress was still awaited on the enforcement notice [Hopscotch House] and the Affordable/Social Housing investigations.

Item Fourteen
Items from Councillors
26.
None.
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Item Fifteen
Information Items from the Clerk
27.
SCC Statement of Community Involvement.  Councillors were informed that SCC has made this statement and that it is on file.
28.
Parish Mapping CD-ROM.  The prospect of having a high resolution map of the village in electronic format seemed a good idea but the item was deferred until more information can be obtained.  For example, if MDC has a CD-ROM covering the whole district it might not be necessary.  The Clerk was asked to investigate.
Action 5/4/07.2 – Clerk.  To Investigate the Parish Mapping CD-ROM.
29.
Road Closure Notice.  The road north out of the village from Tucker’s Lane to Coxbridge will be closed for repairs from 20th April for 9 days.  Copies of the notice will be placed on notice boards.
30.
Weight Limits on Roads.  Councillors were not aware of continual or blatant use of the roads in the village by over weight lorries.  No further action.
31.
Subscription to Community Council For Somerset.  The council did not wish to subscribe to this body.
32.
Highways Questionnaire.  A draft of responses to this questionnaire was tabled.  After minor adjustments councillors agreed for its return.
33.
Composting Offer.  The offer of reduced price composting bins from SCC will be displayed on notice boards.
Item Sixteen
Date of the Next Meeting
34.
This will be on 10 May 2007 in the Village Hall at approximately 8.00pm, immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 7.30pm.
35.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.35pm.
Signed [image: image1.jpg]


Date   8 May 2007.
 Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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