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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 27 August 2009

7.30 pm – Village Hall

M I N U T E S

Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Jackie Buckle, Jane Horton, Carolyn Young and

                        Martin McDowell     



Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk) and Cllr Ken Maddock

Apologies:
Kevin Sherrard, Steve Everitt and Shirley Slade

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	112
	Minutes of meeting (9 July 2009)

Cllr Fox had sent her apologies and in her absence, Cllr Slade chaired the meeting.

Cllr McDowell was in attendance.

Minutes were amended as above, approved and signed as being a true record.
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	Contributions and questions from the public

There were not any members of the public present.
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115
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	Planning matters 

Personal and Prejudicial interests – None recorded.

Ref: 2009/00942 Tilham Cottage  - Erection of an agricultural livestock building

Robert Peto (email) was read in its entirety.  The planning application was discussed in great depth.  Cllr Fox proposed that as there was no planning reason to refuse, the letter of response should reflect the Council’s concerns.  Second by Cllr McDowell.  1 x abstention, 4 x favour.  Carried.

Ref: 2009/0810 19 Cox’s Drive – Withdrawn (MDC).

Ref: 116715/002 Land adjacent Church Moor Lane – Erection of an agricultural building.  Went to the Planning Board on 12 August. Approved (MDC).

Ref: 2009/0906 The Ranch (Syringa) – Detached garage - Approved with conditions (MDC).

.  

Ref: 2009/0043 The Ranch (Syringa) - Change of French Doors on north elevation – slightly wider set of sliding doors – approved (MDC).

Ref: 120320/001 Land North of Southview, Martin Street.  Informal hearing held 18 August. Cllrs Fox and Slade attended the hearing.  Cllr Fox gave a report. 

MDC had informed the Parish Council that Northwood Farm had been sent a ‘Notice of Planning Contravention’.  It was noted that MDC might have got the property and ownership of the property muddled.


	Clerk

	121
	Matters arising from Minutes (9 July 2009)

2 x seater bench (BCA) – Cllr Fox proposed acceptance of design and sizes as previously supplied (copy held by Cllr Slade).  Second by Cllr McDowell.  Carried.
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	Financial items

Cheques for signature – The following cheques were signed as agreed:

Village Hall £11.00 (27.08.09 Room hire), Clerk’s salary as agreed and Playpark inspection fee £75.00.

Nat West – Ongoing.

Parish Clock Repairs - £172.50.  As Cllr Fox has been unable to obtain a copy of the 3 year contract from PCC, but had spoken to a church warden who thought the invoice was probably correct, Cllr Fox proposed the Council pay the £172.50 and ask Smiths of Derby for a copy of the contract, when sending payment.

Membership Society of Local Council Clerks - £61.00.  Details given to Cllr Fox re the benefits/merits of membership.  It was suggested that contact be made with Keith Donohue before making any decision.  Cllr Fox would also investigate.

Subscription - £10.00 per annum for the Clerks & Councils Direct publication was due.  Cllr Fox proposed payment. Second by Cllr Horton.  Carried.
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	County Council Report

Cllr Maddock reported on the changes of administration within SCC and his new role as ‘Leader of the Council’.  The finance situation was clarified (Loss £850M, Debts £360M, Reserves £6M).  SCC held a large pension scheme quoted as being the best in the country, however, this was 70% funded and needed to be funded 100%.

Liasement with other organisations was essential. 

Next years budget would be finalised February 2010.  It was evident that the budget would be reduced, as no monies were available.  Cllr Maddock is keen to hear from the Parish Councils their views as to where monies could be re distributed ie priorities for expenditure and where monies could be saved.  This provoked discussion – responses to be put in writing to Cllr Maddock.

Future proposals – Freeze SCC Council Tax, Freeze jobs and work with the Unions to freeze pay rises. 


	

	128
	District Council Report

Peer review had taken place in recent weeks.  A number of people from other councils visited MDC and suggested improvements from their experience.  Cllr Maddock said some positives resulted from the process.  

Local Development Framework – this was progressing slowly and consultations had shown distilled summaries.  

Building control – There would be some changes.  It was proving to be difficult to get qualified officers and an apprenticeship scheme was being introduced.  Links were being made with other district councils to support each other.  Cllr Maddock explained the responsibilities of both the Planning Department and Building Conrol.  All planning applications approved are subject to building regulations.

Cllrs Fox and Maddock were chasing  the repair of Wallyers Bridge which is still in need of urgent repair.
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	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

A letter had been received from the BVH + PFT requesting confirmation that the following organisations were no longer in existence:  Methodist Church, British Legion (Women’s branch), Conservative Assoc., Liberal Assoc., Labour Party, Men’s Skittles Club, Women’s Skittles Club and the Girl Guides.  It was noted that to the PC’s knowledge none of these organisations were in existence and the Clerk was to inform them.

Cllr Buckle gave an update on the forthcoming Bank Holiday event and informed that a new cooker paid for by the school was to be installed.
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	Website

Nothing to report.
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	Playpark

2 x seater bench – Cllr Fox to liase with Jennifer Martin (see item 121).

Quotes for a ‘Rotaweb’ from Wickstead £5921and Sutcliffe £4500. Installation costs, Wickstead £1128 and Sutcliffe £500.

Funding – Cllr McDowell informed that there was nothing to report.

Somerset Playing Fields Assoc. Annual Inspection report had been received and was good.  The report was handed to Cllr McDowell for his perusal.

Summer Garden Party – Due to bereavement within the venue hosts’ family this event was cancelled.  It is hoped that another event could take place at a later date, but it was noted that the summer is drawing to a close.  All monies paid for tickets were being returned.  Some individuals had very kindly asked for their money to be kept and added to the ‘new equipment’ fund.  In addition an anonymous donation of £500 had been received from a local youth charity, which was greatly appreciated.  This £500 was to be ring-fenced for new equipment and would help enormously in kick-starting the new fund.  Thanks were to be expressed to all supporters, helpers and organisers for their help and generosity.
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	Items at Chairman’s discretion

None
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	Items from Councillors

 Cllr Young reported that there were drainage problems in Ham St.  More    

 information was needed to establish which drains.  Cllr Young to enquire, 

 and report back with more specific details.

 Original conveyance has been produced from Maurice Winston.
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	Information items from the Clerk

Footpaths & Hedges.

Mill Leat – Footpath WS1/11 behind Mill Leat was overgrowing.  Cllr Fox would speak with Sheila Petherbridge and Cllr Horton would speak with a previous property owner.

Tuckers Lane/Burgess Lane – Footpath WS1/5 had been obstructed by a fallen tree.  Cllr Young to speak with landowner.

Northfield Nurseries – Hedge overhanging road.  Cllr Slade to speak with property owner.

Enforcement Planning – MDC will be holding a ‘Member Development Session’ (Planning Controls and their Enforcement on Wednesday 9 September at 2.00pm and again at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Shepton Mallet.

Cycle signs – Request to place confirmatory signs – 2 sets on 30 repeater signs.  One between Lottisham Fm/Junction Ham St and one between Ham St and the village centre.  After some discussion Cllr Horton proposed no thank you, second by Cllr McDowell.  Unanimously carried.

A letter from Mr Jonathan Stobart had been received with concerns to safety between farm vehicles and their drivers and other road users (vehicle and pedestrian).  Many reports were being received of near misses involving farm vehicles.  Cllr Fox would write to farmers expressing the concerns of Parish Members.
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	Date, time and place of next meeting

Thursday 1st October 2009 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting closed 9.24pm


	


These minutes were amended, recorded and signed as a true record on 1 October 2009:

Item 132:  Cllr Slade also to liaise with Jennifer Martin.

Item 139:  Add “and received by Clerk”.

Item 127:  Replace “liasement” with “liaison”.

SIGNED:  ________________________  Date:  ___________

NAME:  ______________________________  

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council                          

/LMS

30.08.09
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