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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 26 November 2008

7.30 pm – Village Hall

M I N U T E S

Present:  
Jackie Buckle, Steve Everitt, Shirley Slade, Kevin Sherrard (Chair), Christine Fox

(Vice Chair) and Carolyn Young.



Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).

Apologies:
Jane Horton

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	1
	Minutes of meeting (30 October 2008)

Minutes approved by the Council and signed as a true record by Cllr Shirley Slade.


	

	2
	Contributions and questions from the public

Cllr Kevin Sherrard declared a personal and prejudicial interest and Cllr Christine Fox (Vice Chair) took the chair.

Meeting adjourned for contributions from the public.

2.1 An objection to Martin Street planning application was raised.

2.2 Objections to the signs (1 year) were made and the questions asked were the signs legal?

Action:  Clerk – To check.

2.3 A representative from Wright Associates (Agent – Martin Street Development) spoke in

In favour of the planning application for this proposed development site.

2.4 Mr Higgins (3 St Dunstan’s Park) brought to attention two letters of complaint about a Councillor.  Both letters had been received and would be dealt with by the Chairman on his return to good health.
Action:  Chairman – To respond to both letters.
No further contributions or questions to record.

The meeting re convened @ 7.47 pm.


	Clerk

KS




	3
	Planning Matters

Cllr Kevin Sherrard (Chair) read a statement regarding Land North of Southview and having declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest left the room @ 7.50pm.

3.1 Ref: 120320/001 – Land North of Southview.  2 dwellings at market value and

7 affordable dwellings.  Five objections had been received via the website.  All Councillors were encouraged to join the full and in depth debate.  Cllr Christine Fox proposed refusal on the grounds of contravention of three planning rules.  Seconded by Cllr Steve Everitt.  Unanimous vote against approval.

Action:  Clerk – To inform MDC of decision to recommend refusal.

3.2 Ref: 115251.011 – For information, MDC had written informing the approval of the 

Conversion of two existing buildings and change of use of land to a drilling depot.

Action:  No further action required.


	Clerk

	4
	Baltonsborough Parish Council Vacancy

Two candidates had applied for co-option.

Cllr Kevin Sherrard (Chair) proposed a paper ballot, seconded by Cllr Christine Fox (Vice-Chair).  Ballot papers to be destroyed at the end of the meeting.

Cllr Shirley Slade proposed Martin McDowell, seconded by Cllr Jackie Buckle.  Cllr Steve Everitt proposed Alison Blackburn, seconded by Cllr Carolyn Young.  Voting reached a tie situation; Chair chose against using his casting vote and opted for the toss of a coin.  Result:  Martin McDowell.  Clerk explained that he could not join the meeting due to rules and regulations and that he would be invited to join the Council at the next meeting.  He was given the ‘Acceptance of Office’ and the MDC ‘Register of Members Interest’ forms to be completed prior to the taking of office.  It was noted that Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) in accordance with the advice and written guidelines provided the procedure for co-option.

Action:  Clerk – To inform MDC of result.

A debate took place as to whether BPC could have eight or nine Councillors in office. Confirmation was given that nine had been requested and refused some years before.

Action:  None confirmed at this time.


	Clerk

	5
	Matters arising from minutes (30 October 2008)

5.1 Action update:  (Chairman)  Awaiting reply from MDC after enquiring the number

of units and if priority could be given to the elderly.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing

5.2 Action update:  (Chairman) Investigation progressing to the refurbishment/ provision of benches.  Cllr Kevin Sherrard was linking with the war memorial.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing

5.3 Action update:  (Chairman) Ongoing, to be done before the new season’s growth.  No clear danger at the present.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing

5.4 Action update:  (Cllr Jackie Buckle) Details of pot holes needing repair were given to the Clerk at the start of the meeting.

Action:  Clerk – To inform the relevant authorities.

5.5 Action update:  (Vice Chairman) To communicate with Jeff Bunting re highway markings and the safety bollards at Wallyers Bridge.

Action:  Vice-Chairman – Ongoing.

5.6 Action:  (Cllr Shirley Slade)  To consult MDC re Co-option procedure.  Complete.

Action:  No further action required.


	KS

KS

KS

Clerk

CF

	6
	Financial Items

6.1 Cheques for signature – Village Hall room hire (26.11.08) £11.00.  and Advertisement for Parish Clerk vacancy £162.15 (agreed 30.10.08) were both approved and signed.

Action:  Clerk – Distribute cheques.

6.2 Change of bank accounts to ‘Local Authority’ type.  The purpose of changing was debated.  Currently the interest paid is net and should be gross.  Clerk to speak with Nat West Bank. 

Action:  Clerk – Ongoing

6.3 Precept 2009 – Information from MDC had been received.  Clerk to prepare budget and precept and to distribute to Council during December and be an agenda item on 8 January 2009.

Action:  Clerk – Preparation of Budget and Precept.  Distribute.  Agenda item 08.01.09.


	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	7
	County Council Report

7.1 Three suspensions of staff at Taunton, one being high profile.  Case went to tribunal where it was dismissed.  Somerset County Council vindicated.

7.2 Somerset County Council is working on their budget and it is hoped they can help constituents and that there will be a saving from IBM.

7.3 Path clearance – This work had been started and is in progress.

Action:  Vice-Chair – Liase with Neil Corp re moss at top of Burnetts Lane.

7.4 £25M of SCC funds was invested with Icelandic banks on a fixed term, maturity date April 2009.  Cllr Maddock unable to give reassurance, that all would be in UK and that there were not any commercial risks.

Action:  Cllr Ken Maddock – Forward Baltonsborough’s concerns and request that all monies be kept in UK.

7.5 Mud on roads was discussed.  Obligation of Highways to deal with.  If Farmers don’t accept their responsibilities, Highways should enforce clean up.

Action:  Clerk – To highlight who is morally and legally responsible in Parish News.

7.6 Cllr Maddock agreed to contribute to war memorial, needs to know costs asap.  

Action:  Chair/Clerk – To inform Cllr Maddock of details asap.


	CF

Cllr Maddock

Clerk

KS/Clerk

	8
	District Council Report

Cllr Maddock explained the change from refusal of the Ashview Farm planning application to approval after having gone through two appeals, the first being dismissed.  Approval now given subject to conditions.


	

	9
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

Cllr Jackie Buckle reported that a new bookings secretary/caretaker was in place.  The bonfire night event raised £140.00 profit.  The School fete was taking place on 28.11.08. Bingo was being held on Fridays.  It was reported that a reply to Nick Horton’s letter was still outstanding.

Action:  Chairman – To telephone Nick Horton to discuss state of path.


	KS

	10
	Website

Cllr Steve Everitt reported that the minutes of the last three Parish Council meetings were now on the website and currently up to date.

	

	11
	Play Park

11.1 Structure had been removed, only a circle of bark remained.    Cllr Jackie Buckle volunteered to fundraise £30K with the involvement of children from the village.  

Action:  Cllrs Jackie Buckle, Steve Everitt and Shirley Slade – Form the working party.

11.2 Action update:  Cllr Shirley Slade – To obtain quotes from contractors re ditch clearance

Action:  Cllr Shirley Slade – Ongoing

11.3 Quote for oak picnic table received - £802.50.  Donations had been offered for the costs of drawing plans and a plaque.  Discussion took place as to where and how it would be fixed.  Cllr Christine Fox proposed that this issue continues to be investigated.  Cllr Steve Everitt could supply paving slabs and to liase with Cllr Shirley Slade as to location of bench.  BPC to continue working on proposal of costs involved.

Action:  Cllrs Steve Everitt and Shirley Slade liase re location of bench.


	JB/SE/SS

SS

SE/SS

	12
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

12.1  No further action required with regards to Mr Casey and the water supply easement.

12.2   War Memorial - Proposal of works required had been supplied by Colin McNamee.
Action:  Chairman – Liase with Colin McNamee and the Clerk to bring to fruition.

	KS

	13
	Items from Councillors

13.1 No further action required with regards to fencing and Mr Steve Selway.

13.2 Notice board replacement – Approval had been sent to Mr T Rice to commence works.

13.3 The Election Day would be 4 June 2009 combined with the European Election.

13.4 Allotments – Provision of was discussed.

Action:  Clerk – To investigate BPC’s responsibilities.


	Clerk

	14
	Information items from the Clerk

14.1 Application to adopt the BT kiosk as a cash/coin operated kiosk had been submitted.

14.2 Report on Clerk’s training was still outstanding

Action:  Clerk – To prepare a report and submit to Chairman.

14.3 Clerk reported that archive storage was required.  Taunton will archive, minutes, accounts and exceptional items of interest only.  The Parish needs only to keep planning applications for 3-5 years.  Cllr Steve Everitt offered to store records.

Action:  Clerk – To deliver archive material to Cllr Steve Everitt.

14.4 It was brought to the attention of Councillors that the next Mendip Strategic Partnership meeting was to be held at the MDC offices on 9 December 2008 at 2.30pm.

14.5 It was brought to the attention of Councillors that the next Somerset Association of Local Councils meeting was to be held at Glastonbury Town Hall on 1 December 2008.
	Clerk

Clerk

	15
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Proposal is for 8 January 2009, 7.30 pm at the Village Hall 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.36 pm


	


These minutes were approved and signed by Kevin Sherrard, Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council on 8th January 2009 as being a true record.  Any ammendmets were recorded and will appear on the minutes for 8th January 2009.  

/LMS
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