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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 30 October 2008

7.30 pm – Village Hall

M I N U T E S

Present:  
Jackie Buckle, Steve Everitt, Shirley Slade, Jane Horton and Carolyn Young.

     
            Christine Fox (Vice Chair) arrived 7.40pm



Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).

Apologies:
Kevin Sherrard (Chair), Christine Fox (Vice Chair).

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	
	Chair for the meeting

Due to the absence of both the Chair (due to ill health) and Vice Chair (to possibly arrive late due to work commitments) a Chair for the evening required.

Cllr Jackie Buckle proposed Cllr Shirley Slade, seconded by Cllr Jane Horton.  Following a unanimous vote Cllr Shirley Slade took the chair. 


	

	1
	Minutes of meeting (2 October 2008)

Minutes approved by the Council and signed as a true record by Cllr Shirley Slade.


	

	2
	Contributions and questions from the public

Meeting adjourned for contributions from the public.

The agent for the Ashview Farm application, Jo Fryer spoke with regards to her client’s application.

No further contributions or questions to record.

The meeting re convened


	

	3
	Actions arising from minutes (2 October 2008)

3.1  Chairman to write to MDC re housing.  To ask the number of units and if priority could be given to the elderly.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  to be carried forward to next meeting (26.11.08).

3.2 Chairman to investigate refurbish/provision of benches.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  To be carried forward to next meeting (26.11.08).

3.3 Chairman to arrange ditch clearance.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  To be carried forward to next meeting (26.11.08).

3.4 Action update:  (All) To provide details of pot holes needing repair.

Action:  Cllr Jackie Buckle to email details of all known pot holes to the Clerk for reporting to the necessary authorities.

3.5 Action update:  (Vice-Chairman)  To communicate with Jeff Bunting Re Highway markings.

Action:  Vice Chairman – Ongoing.  To be carried forward to next meeting (26.11.08).


	KS

KS

KS

JB + Clerk
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	4
	Planning matters
4.1  15251/011 – Ashview Farm, Southwood – Conversion of 2 existing buildings 

       and land to a drilling depot.  Taking into consideration the views of residents and after an 

       in-depth debate Cllr Shirley Slade proposed that the Council recommend approval, 

       seconded by Cllr Steve Everitt and carried by a unanimous vote.

Action:  Clerk to inform MDC of Council’s decision.
4.2 108247/001 – 3 St Dunstans Park – Erection of detached bungalow.

      Information only - Clerk had received notification from MDC that the above application was

      going through the appeal procedure.

Action:  No further action required at this time

4.3 120320/001 – Land North of Southview.  Clerk issued the application for distribution amongst the Council.  Deadline for Council’s recommendations was 16th November.  Extension to be requested and application to be placed on the next agenda.

Action:  Clerk – To request extension.

	Clerk

Clerk



	5


	Financial items

5.1 Cheques for signature.  

Room hire to VH & PFT for 30 October 2008 - £11.00 – Agreed.

Clerk’s salary (L Stevens) - £97.40 – Agreed.

Action:  Clerk to distribute cheques.

5.2 Change of bank accounts to ‘Local Authority’ type.

The current clerk was now receiving all correspondence from Nat West.  The clerk reported that Nat West had suggested that the Council stay with the ‘Clubs and Societies’ accounts and that changing would not be of benefit.  Cllr Shirley Slade to discuss with Cllr Kevin Sherrard the original reasoning behind the suggestion of changing to ‘Local Authority’ type.

Action:  Shirley Slade (Cllr) to discuss pro and cons with Kevin Sherrard (Chair) and to be 

placed on the agenda for the next meeting (26.11.08).
	Clerk

SS + Clerk

	6
	County Council Report

Nothing to report.


	

	7
	District Council Report

Nothing to report.  


	

	8
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

Cllr Jackie Buckle reported that that there was a vacancy for a ‘Bookings Secretary’, creating some difficulties with opening/closing duties for one off bookings.  Was there going to be vacancy advertisement placed?  

Future events

8th November – Bonfire night on the old village hall site.

14th November – Senior Citizens (over 60’s) lunch.  

A letter had been received from the Trust, who has resolved to consult with Kevin Bush (MDC-Disability Officer) with regard to disability access.


	

	9
	Website

Cllr Steve Everitt was still not receiving signed minutes for publication on the website.  Clerk was experiencing problems with attaching a ‘signed’ copy to emails.  This was to be resolved by adding to the minutes what date and by whom they were approved and signed as being a true record of events.

Action:  Clerk to ensure copies of minutes (previous, current and future) are sent to Cllr Steve Everitt as soon as is possible.


	LS

	10
	Play park

10.1  An informal working party was still required.  

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  To establish a working party.

10.2  Inspector’s Report was received by Cllr Shirley Slade.  Cllr Shirley Slade proposed the instant removal of the wooden poles, seconded by Cllr Christine Fox.  Cllr Steve Everitt to ask his gardener to implement urgently.
Action:  Cllr Steve Everitt – Organise removal of wooden poles immediately.

10.3 Ditch Clearance – It was agreed to investigate the cost of a contractor to do the job o

ditch clearance.

Action:  Cllr Shirley Slade to obtain quotes.


	KS

SE
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	11
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

11.2  Action update:  (Clerk) Water supply easement – Mr Casey.

Action:  Chairman - Ongoing.  To update at next meeting 26.11.08.

11.2  Maintenance work on the Memorial.  The Clerk had congratulated Colin McNamee on his work and reported that the Chairman was continuing to evaluate the work involved to restore the memorial, the costs and responsibilities of the relevant parties.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  To update at next meeting 26.11.08.

11.3 Casual vacancy – BPC.  Clerk confirmed that the relevant notices had been issued under MDC’s instructions.  The Council can now go ahead and co-opt a member.  The Clerk having sought advice and guidance from the ‘Returning Officer’ – Matthew Hillier informed the Council that irrespective of how many individuals apply, if the Council choose to, they can vote not to accept any of the applicants.  Applicants must be considered and voted in favour or against at a public Council meeting.  Voting cannot be a secret ballot; it can be a recorded vote.  

Action:  Cllr Shirley Slade to consult Matthew Hillier (MDC) re procedures and protocol.
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	12
	Items from the Councillors

12.1  Vice-Chairman had been in discussion with Steven Selway.  It was noted by Councillors that the understanding of the fencing being done in a certain way had not materialised.  Vice-Chairman to discuss further with Mr Selway the Council’s disappointment with the corridor.

Action:  Vice-Chairman –  To discuss fencing with Steve Selway.

12.2 Debris had been removed and appreciated from Church Lane as requested.  Clerk to ask 

for it to be cleaned on a regular basis.

Action:  Clerk – To request regular maintenance of Church Lane.
12.3   Cllr Jane Horton highlighted the bad conditions of the roads in the village, 

resulting in two accidents.  There was major concern at Wallyer’s Bridge. It was imperative that the bridge be repaired to a satisfactory standard.  It was further recommended that two bollards should be positioned at the top of the steep incline which drops directly into the Brue from the rear of the lay-by on the Butleigh side of Wallyer’s bridge.

Action:  Vice-Chairman to communicate with Jeff Bunting, SCC-Highways.

	CF

Clerk

CF


	13
	Information items from the Clerk

13.1 BT phone box.  Cllr Christine Fox proposed adoption of Ham Street telephone kiosk (cash/coin operation) for one year, to be reviewed in July 2009 as to its usage and benefit to the community.  Cllr Jackie Buckle seconded.  Vote unanimously carried.

Action:  Clerk – To instigate adoption proceedings.

13.2 Clerk Training.  Clerk reported that training was very beneficial.  She would report back to 

the Chairman and on agreement with the Council implement some changes to bring it in line with SALC’s guidelines and recommendations.

Action:  Clerk – To provide the Chairman with a report.

13.3 Two quotes had been received for the replacement of the Ham Street notice board 

(N Shoemark - £288.47 & T Rice - £150.00.  Cllr Shirley Slade proposed acceptance of T Rice’s quote at £150.00, seconded by Cllr Jane Horton.  Vote unanimously carried.  

Action:  Clerk – To set in motion with caution to size 100cm x 70cm x 12cm.
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	14
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Proposal is for 4 December 2008, 7.30 pm at the Village Hall subject to planning matters and deadlines.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm


	


These minutes were approved and signed by Kevin Sherrard, Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council on 26th November 2008 as being a true record.
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