Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 4 September 2008

7.30 pm – Village Hall

M I N U T E S

Present:  
Kevin Sherrard (Chair), Christine Fox (Vice-Chair), Jackie Buckle, Steve Everitt,



Jane Horton, Carolyn Young.



Cllr Ken Maddock (MDC & SCC), Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).

Apologies:
Shirley Slade

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	1
	Minutes of meeting (3 July 2008)

Approved and signed by the Chairman.

The meeting was adjourned.
	

	2
	Contributions and questions from the public

Re:  Planning application no. 120327/001 – Land adj. Northfields Nursery, Ham St.

Concern was raised – The original plans read:

i    Highways stipulated the driveway to be tarmacadamed (Health & Safety).

ii   The Inspectorate stated that the hedge must stay (Environmental Policy).

iii   The original access to be closed (Health & Safety).

The question asked was why on this second application has it all changed to a ‘grasscrete’ driveway, existing hedge being cut to a height of 90cm and with visibility stays and the old access remaining open.

Chair took note of question.  MDC had granted an extension for the Parish Council’s recommendations.  Not all Councillors had seen the plans and it would be placed on the 

agenda – 2 October 2008.

Action:  Clerk to place on Agenda (02.10.08 meeting).


	Clerk

	3
	The meeting re convened.

Actions arising from minutes (5 July 2008)

3.1  Chairman to write to MDC re housing.

Mendip Housing stated that there had not been a warden at St. Dunstans Terrace in their time.  Mendip Housing is in control and properties are allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Action:  Chairman to ask the number of units and if priority could be given to the elderly.

3.2 J Reynolds to investigate refurbish/provision of benches

Cllr Reynolds was not present therefore nothing more to report.

Action:  J Reynolds – Ongoing.  To be carried forward to next meeting (02.10.08).

3.3 Chairman to investigate Orchards Habitat Action Plan.

There was no statutory protection and protection would not be easy.  The potentially difficult and costly process of a ‘Tree Protection Order’ was discussed and ruled out.

Action:  No further action required – Closed

3.4  Chairman to arrange ditch clearance.

The Chairman was happy to look at the ditch as soon as time was available to him.

Action:  Chairman – Ongoing.  To arrange ditch clearance.


	KS

JR

KS



	4
	Planning matters
4.1 120533/000 – Mill Leat.  Cllr Christine Fox left the room (prejudicial interest).

Kevin Sherrard proposed, Carolyn Young seconded the proposal to recommend approval of this application, which was carried unanimously.  The Clerk was asked to forward the Council’s decision to MDC.

Action:  Clerk to inform MDC of Council’s decision.

4.2  116715.001 – Land adjacent to Church Moor Lane.

MDC refused permission – The proposed development has an unjustified visual impact

Which fails to maintain or enhance the rural character of the area and as such the application is contrary to Saved Policies S1 and Q1 of the Mendip District Local Plan and advice contained in Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas.

Action:  No further action required – Closed.

4.3  067727/009 – Northfields, Ham St.

MDC informed the Parish Council that planning permission had been granted.

Action:  No further action required – Closed.

4.4 076886/037 – Syringa, Ham St.

MDC informed the Parish Council that this planning application had been withdrawn.

Action:  No further action required – Closed.

	Clerk

	5
	Financial items

5.1 Cheques for signature.

Room hire to VH & PFT for 4 September 2008 - £11.00 – Agreed.

Clerk’s salary – July 2008 (M Underdown) - £251.65 – Agreed.

Action:  Clerk to distribute cheques.

5.2 Clerk to progress change of bank accounts to ‘Local Authority’ type.

Clerk informed members that Martyn Underwood (previous Clerk) had written two letters to Nat West Bank.  No reply had been received.  Linda (new Clerk) to follow up.

Action:  Clerk to progress further.

5.3  A new bench/table is desired at the ditch end of the play park, which would have to be fixed to the ground.  The Baltonsborough Festival has pledged monies and the Chair would speak to J Reynolds to progress.

Action:  Chairman to speak with J Reynolds to progress. 

5.4  Remembrance Sunday.

Request for annual contribution to Royal British Legion for wreath and donation.  It was proposed by Kevin Sherrard and seconded by Christine Fox that a total of £40.00 be given.  This was unanimously approved.

Action:  Clerk to raise cheque for signature.
	Clerk

Clerk

KS

Clerk



	6

Deferred


	County Council Report

Deferred to Cllr Ken Maddock’s arrival at 8.20 pm.
	

	7

Deferred
	District Council Report

Deferred to Cllr Ken Maddock’s arrival at 8.20 pm.


	

	8
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

8.1 Jackie Buckle reported that a successful ‘Horticultural Show’ had taken place.

8.2 A skip in the corner of the car park was still to be removed.

8.3 Clerk to inform the VH & PFT Committee of the Council’s views re enclosure.

This had been done and a response from the VH & PFT was read out.  A debate ensued as to the purpose intended of the playing field.  It was bought by the village community as a village green and therefore some argument as to the accessibility by all residents including dog walkers.

The Clerk to respond to the VH & PFT asking for:

i   A plan of the plot showing the proposed track at the side of the field.

ii  Disabled access to be considered carefully.  The provision through the car park puts wheelchair users in danger.  Could an alternative ramp be provided?  The VH & PFT to look at access via both the top and bottom of the field, the bottom being the most difficult for wheelchairs at present.

Action:  Clerk to write to the VH & PFT with the Councillors concerns.
8.4  Kevin Sherrard to speak with Nick Horton with a suggestion that consideration of a hard play area for a wider sector of the community to encompass all age ranges be given.  Currently the area is not used at the moment.

Action:  Chairman to speak with Nick Horton.


	Clerk

KS



	
	Cllr Ken Maddock arrived at 8.20 pm


	

	6
	County Council Report

Nothing to report.


	

	7
	District Council Report

7.1  Re:  Planning application 043014/008 – The Manse, Ham St.

Kevin Sherrard had emailed MDC with a statement relating to item DC08.  Cllr Ken Maddock informed members that planning permission had been granted.

7.2 Contribution from Cllr Ken Maddock.

Cllr Maddock raised concerns about the tidiness of the lower end of footway WS1/14.  He and Christine Fox will investigate clearance, bulb planting and possibility of gate onto Ham St.

Action:  Christine Fox and Carolyn Young to discuss enhancing footpath WS1/14.

	CF, CY

	9
	Website

Steve Everitt had little to report, the new Clerk’s details had been added to the website.


	

	
	Cllr Steve Everitt left the meeting at 8.55 pm


	

	10
	Play park

The poles and rings had been condemned and either needed to be fixed or removed.  They would have to be removed and replaced with another piece of equipment.   Suggestions were see-saw (safety issues?) or maybe a climbing frame.  An informal working party was required to submit grant applications.  Kevin Sherrard to progress 

Action:  Chairman to establish an informal working party and progress.


	KS

	11
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

11.1 Information had been received regarding the Boundary Commission for 

England.  The Parish will be transferred to the constituency of Somerton and Frome despite the objections of Baltonsborough Parish Council.

11.2  A letter had been received from Mr Casey’s Solicitor (Bartlett, Gooding & Weelen) with regards to water supply easement.  It was agreed that Baltonsborough Parish Council should not pay costs.

Action:  Clerk to reply to Solicitors directing them at applicants cost to Chubb Bulleid.

11.3  Colin McNamee wrote detailing work that was required on the memorial.. The Parish Council suggested sharing the costs 50/50 within reason with the Royal British Legion.  The Parish is happy with Coin’s proposals and ask that the Parish be kept advised of costs.  Cllr Maddock willing to fund up to £500.00.  Colin to be commended for offering to undertake some tasks free of charge.

Action:  Clerk to contact Royal British Legion’s Chairman with 50% offer.


	Clerk

Clerk

	12
	Items from Councillors

12.1 Saturday 27 September 2008 was designated as a clean up day.

12.2  The electric fencing in the field neighbouring the Village Hall is causing much concern to walkers and their dogs.

12.3  With the departure of Martyn Underwood who had done an excellent job of looking after the footpaths it was highlighted that a new contractor needed to be sought.


	

	13
	Information items from the Clerk

13.1  SALC had written to the Parish Council informing them of the removal of the red telephone kiosk and introducing an ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ programme.  All present felt that the kiosk with telephone was invaluable and should be retained.  Kevin Sherrard to speak with BT immediately.

Action:  Chairman to speak with BT immediately.

13.2 Letter received from Forsey the builder with regard to traffic issues relating to the Gatehouse development.  Councillors reported difficulties on the road.  Kevin Sherrard to ask the PCSO if he could visit to encourage the owner to look at ways to make life easier for residents whilst the works take place.

Action:  Chairman to discuss issues with PCSO.

13.3  Invitation had been received to attend the Somerset Association of Local Councils Annual General and Area General Meetings on 27 September 2008 in Woolavington.  Clerk to attend.

Action:  Clerk to RSVP to invitation and attend on behalf of the Parish Council.


	KS

KS

Clerk



	14
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Proposal is for 2 October 2008, 7.30 pm at the Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm


	


These minutes were signed by Christine Fox, Vice-Chair of Baltonsborough Parish Council in the absence of Kevin Sherrard, Chair on 2nd October 2008 as being a true record of events.
001/LMS
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