MINUTES

Baltonsborough Annual Parish Meeting 27th April 2009
Introduction
The Chairman, Kevin Sherrard welcomed every one and introduced himself.  As Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council (BPC) it was his duty to call the annual Parish Meeting, which is for residents and anyone on the electoral roll to raise problems that they have connected with the village.

Neighbourhood Watch and Crime Report
Tim Richards, the PCSO for Baltonsborough was unable to attend – No report available.
TABS – 1 Year Old

Mike Reardon Harman was unable to attend due to ill health.

Age Concern – Help the Aged

Unfortunately John Smith was unable to attend as he was not qualified to speak.

Attendance

The meeting was chaired by Kevin Sherrard, the Chairman of the Parish Council. Notes of the meeting were taken by Linda Stevens, Parish Clerk. Three other Councillors (BPC), Cllr Ken Maddock and three members of the public also attended.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 22nd May 2008 

These were signed as a true record by Cllr Sherrard.
Report by the Chairman

A report was made by the Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council on the major activities since the last meeting.  A summary of this report is at Annex A.

Report by Cllr Ken Maddock
A District and County Council report was made by Cllr Ken Maddock.  A summary of this report is at Annex B.
Open Forum
Cllr Maddock was asked for information pertaining to the loss of SCC funds.  He explained that there were four Icelandic Banks.  The ‘Heritage Bank’ was paying out 70%-80%, however the SCC funds were with the other three banks.  Some of the monies borrowed for a purpose had not yet been used, therefore it had been invested and with all investments there is a risk and SCC became a casualty of the credit crunch.
A request was made to Cllr Maddock that Planning Officers (MDC) contact details should be available and that BPC should get exceptional access.

It was noted that the MDC website was still not effective.

It was noted that individuals had experienced difficulties with MDC’s call centre and in getting answers to queries as the knowledge of the call centre staff was limited.
The question was asked.  How many telephonists were on duty at any one time on the MDC help line?

The question was raised re sub-contracted departments.  Who is employed, contracted and who is responsible?  Cllr Maddock said full responsibility always lies with MDC.  It was noted that there appeared to be gaps between sub-contractors and MDC.
There had been an issue with two MDC bills not being able to be processed with one customer cheque.  This had now been resolved.

Cllr Maddock gave his assurance that the next County Elections would be properly organised and run.  He also agreed to raise the BPC’s concerns with MDC’s relevant departments.

Village Defibrillators
Cllr Sherrard informed that Chew Valley had placed a defibrillator in their village and suggested that Baltonsborough consider having one.  Cllr Sherrard to look further into the facility and funding for one.

Neighbourhood Watch
Cllr Sherrard proposed this be resurrected.  Cllr Slade agreed to call a specific meeting for the residents.  A chairman would be required to co-ordinate.

Meeting closed at 8.10pm

The following amendment was made on 22 April 2010 and then signed as a true record by Cllr Christine Fox (Chair) on 22 April 2010.

Neighbourhood Watch.  
Second sentence.  Replace with ‘It was reported that Cllr Slade intended to call a specific meeting for the residents’.
