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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 4 March 2010

7.30 pm – Village Hall

 M I N U T E S

Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Jane Horton, Kevin Sherrard, Shirley Slade and Jackie Buckle.
Apologies:
Steve Everitt, Carolyn Young and Martin McDowell.

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	286


	Contributions and questions from the public

None 


	

	287
	Approval of previous minutes (4 February 2010)

Item 262:  Replace ‘Messer’s’ with ‘Messrs’.

Item 266:  Second para. There was much discussion over the drainage and it was decided to ask Highways to comment on some of the concerns re encroachment onto the verge.

Item 270:  Add to end of sentence – The new contract for the 2010 season had been signed by Keith Rollason.

Item 278:  Remove ‘s’ from ‘needs’

Following the above amendments, Cllr Fox signed the minutes as a true record.

	

	288

289

290

291

292

293
	Planning matters 

Personal and Prejudicial interests – None recorded.

Currently there were not any planning applications to be considered by BPC.

Cllr Fox had met Planning Officer Ed Baker at MDC offices on 3 March 2010 to discuss the procedures relating to planning applications.  Cllr Fox said that no improvement could be expected with MDC planning procedures until April 2011.  Cllr Fox proposed Cllrs Maddock and Woollcombe-Adams be invited to attend a Council meeting.  It was imperative that both councillors attended together.  Clerk to write to them.

Cllr Sherrard had attended the planning board re Ashview Farm.  MDC do not have a planning officer who specialises in agriculture and it was questioned as to how MDC can make an informative decision with regards to planning applications such as this (Alpaca farming).  Cllr Sherrard as an individual (not a Councillor) may request information via the ‘Freedom of Information Act’.

Cllr Slade informed that Dave Woodridge (MDC Enforcement Officer) confirmed that the unnaproved second access at Karinya, Martin Street is now closed.
A six foot lap fence had been erected in Mill Leat.  Being completely out of character it was questioned whether it would have been in breach of the developers conditions (Elegans Homes).

Re:  Planning application 2009/2023 – The White Dove, Ham Street.

MDC has approved this application with conditions.  Conditions relate to all  stonework being natural blue lias stone to match existing walls in all aspects, type, size, colour etc.  No works to be undertaken on site for the garage roofing  or the laying out and surfacing of the access, parking and turning areas unless approved in writing by MDC.
	Clerk


	294
	Matters arising from Minutes (4 February 2010)

None 


	

	295
296
297
298
299
300

	Financial Items  

Cheques agreed and signed for - Village hall room hire (04.03.10 - £11.00) and Clerks wages.

Cllr Fox proposed payment of £360.00 to Barry Kitching for work undertaken, second by Cllr Horton.  Motion carried unanimously in favour.

Cllr Fox proposed payment of £180.00 for recruitment advertisement (parish clerk), second by Cllr Buckle.  Motion carried unanimously in favour.
Cllr Fox proposed BPC give a donation of £75.00 each to Victim Support and Mendip Community Transport and £100.00 each to Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance and St Margaret’s Hospice.  Second by Cllr Horton.  Motion carried unanimously in favour.

The budget and Assets and Risks Register to be carried forward to the next meeting.

It was noted that an invoice was due to BPCC for their contribution to the church clock repairs and that the Footpath Grant from MDC had not been received for the years 2008-9 and 2009-10.


	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
Clerk



	301
	County Council Report

Cllr Maddock had submitted his apologies due to other commitments.  The Clerk read out an email which Cllr Maddock had sent in answer to some of the issues raised at the previous meeting.

	

	302
	District Council Report

None
	

	303
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

Nothing to report
	

	304
	Website

No report.


	

	305
	Play Park

Nothing to report

	

	306
307
308
	Items from Councillors

Cllr Sherrard:  Memorial update - No replies had been received re the painting tender, the Clerk had spoken with Paul Bannell who had prepared the hooks but was still awaiting delivery of the chains before being able to complete the job.

Cllr Buckle:  Pot holes were deteriorating.  Cllr Buckle to contact Highways re the repair of them.  
Playpark: Jennifer Martin reported to Cllr Slade that Jim Blackburn was now unable to design and/or make a simple bench owing to pressure of work.  Cllr Slade suggested that a donation from the BCA towards the ‘Rotaweb’ fund would be very much appreciated in lieu of the original suggestion.

	JB


	309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316

	Information items from the Clerk

The Clerk reported that the notice board in Ham Street was becoming impossible to open and close and needed a bit of TLC.  It was noted that Cllr McDowell might be asked to take a look at the notice board.  
It was noted that the notice board at the Post Office was in need of varnishing and this would be scheduled for discussion again in May.

Quadron had sent a letter re grass cutting – No further action required.

Notification had been received that the Playfields Association will be conducting their annual safety inspection in May.

Dates were discussed re the Annual Parish Meeting (22 April) and the Baltonsborough Parish Council’s Annual Meeting (6/13 May) subject to local elections.  

It was agreed to place a flyer for the NSPCC on the BPC website and village hall notice board if space allowed.

SALC’s Affiliation fee of £189.61 for 2010-11 was due in April.  Cllr Slade proposed BPC remain a member as their support was invaluable, second by Cllr Sherrard, motion carried unanimously in favour.

NALC had granted a £100.00 bursary for the Clerk to study the ‘Certificate in Local Council Administration’ (CILCA).  This bursary would be valid for one year, if not used, to be returned to NALC.

	MM

Clerk

Clerk/SE

Clerk



	317
318
319
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

Cllr Fox and Cllr Everitt had been invited to attend the Parish Magazine Annual Meeting.  Both being unable to attend asked if anyone would be able to attend in their absence.  Cllr Buckle agreed to attend on behalf of BPC.
Cllr Fox notified the Council that SCC would be taking back the responsibilitiy for footpaths from MDC. It was felt that practical help to Parish Councils would not be forthcoming, instead there would be a strategic team at County Hall churning out  meaningless reports instead of practical local knowledge. Further information regarding this subject had been included in the Clerks monthly information pack which was currently being circulated to all Councillors.
Cllr Fox acknowledged the resignation of Linda Stevens as Parish Clerk and thanked her for her work during the last 20 months.  The Clerk explained that 2009 had been a difficult year due to her husband having leukaemia culminating with a bone marrow transplant in September.  After much consideration she felt that she needed to have more time to support both her husband and son particularly over the next few months which will continue to be difficult.  Linda will continue to work as Clerk until a replacement can be found.  An advertisement had been placed in the local press and on council notice boards.
 
	JB

	320
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Thursday 25 March 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.16pm


	


Amendment:
Item 291: Delete ‘ Unnaproved’  Replace with ‘Unapproved’.

The above amendment was recorded.  Cllr Christine Fox (Chair) signed these minutes as being a true record on 13 May 2010.
