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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 4 February 2010

7.30 pm – Village Hall

 M I N U T E S

Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Jane Horton, Kevin Sherrard, Martin McDowell, Shirley Slade,

                        and Jackie Buckle, who in the absence of the Clerk took notes.



Ken Maddock 8.17pm


Apologies:
Steve Everitt, and Carolyn Young.  Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk)

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	262

263

264
	Contributions and questions from the public

Messer’s Calliari and Holley outlined their objections to the planned garage at White Dove, Ham Street.

Messrs Cotton, McCrum, Truelove, Mr and Mrs Wright, Mesdames Blackburn and Everitt spoke about their objections to the re-building of barn, in Lubborn Lane.

Mrs Marshall asked if the Chair would raise with Cllr Maddock about the debt of Somerset County Council to date and if she could have a copy of the latest accounts 08/09.


	

	265
	Approval of previous minutes (7 January 2010)

Item 244:  Delete ‘replaced and’.

Item 247:  Delete first sentence, insert  'As Cllr Slade was unable to attend the meeting, she had asked Cllr Fox to inform the council that she had been unable to make  contact with the Dog Warden concerning dog fouling around the village and had reported to the relevant department that the Dog Waste bins were overdue for emptying, but so far nothing has been done.  In the absence of Cllr Young it was noted that the ferocious dog previously reported had not been seen lately but Cllr Sherrard had heard of another incident with 2 dogs at the gate of a house in Martin Street.

Item 258:  Delete ‘answering e mails’, and replace with issuing plans in reasonable time.

Following the above amendments, Cllr Fox signed the minutes as a true record.


	

	266

267

268


	Planning matters 

Personal and Prejudicial interests – None recorded.

Ref: 2009/2023 – The White Dove, Ham Street 

                             Erection of detached dwelling (DEL)

The large building already under construction,is directly fronting the highway, trees and shrubbery have been removed .  There was much discussion over the drainage and it was decided to ask Highways to comment on some of the concerns.  Cllr Fox proposed refusal, second by Cllr McDowell.  Motion carried unanimously.

Application:
Ref: 2009/1941 – Land South West of Lubborn House, 

                      Lubborn Lane.  Rebuilding of Barn (DEL).

There was no difference to the previous application.  Council had previously been in favour but it had been an extra meeting called at short notice and now the feeling was reversed, as no business plan had been submitted in the interim, concerns were expressed about large commercial vehicles, and therefore loss of amenity.  Cllr Sherrard proposed refusal, second by Cllr McDowell.  Motion carried unanimously.

Correspondence

MDC had informed the BPC that the Land at Burgess Lane application had been withdrawn; Neville Park and Yardleigh had both been approved.
	Reply CF

Contact highways Clerk

CF reply 



	269

270
	Matters arising from Minutes (4 February 2010)

(Cllr Buckle & Cllr Sherrard)  Grit Bins and Gritting – Cllr Buckle outlined the prices of the various sizes and referred to the theft of grit from the roadside in Butleigh.  It was decided to make this an agenda item for the Parish Meeting.  Cllr Sherrard complained that gritting around the villages had not been consistent and there was a definite need for main routes in and out to be kept open. Cllr Maddock replied that grit had not run out and that all these concerns will be looked at again by the County Council, and there may be a change of policy.

(Cllr Fox/Clerk)  Footpath Clearance Operator’s Contract – The new contract for the 2010 season had been signed.


	

	271

272

273


	Financial Items  
Cheques agreed and signed for Village hall room hire and Clerks wages.
Donations to Victim Support and Mendip Community Transport – To be held over to the next meeting.

Budget update – To be held over to the next meeting.
	Clerk

Clerk



	274
	County Council Report

Cllr Maddock described the current debt of £360 million and rising, with £32 million in interest payments.  This needs to diminish and the reserve only has £11 million in it.  A one year emergency budget has been set; recruitment and Council Tax increase have been frozen.  There would also be severe cuts to services, but the road maintenance contract has been renegotiated with a considerable saving.

Cllr Fox asked question on behalf of Mrs Marshall, Cllr Maddock agreed to post copy of accounts 08/09 to her.
	

	275
	District Council Report

Mendip will have to increase their part of council tax by at least 1.75%  if all 5 districts go ahead with kerbside recycling of cardboard and plastics, if less agree the rise will be higher.   The Chief Executive has resigned and will not be replaced as a full time post.   Cllr Sherrard asked if a Planning Officer would come and explain why the plans were being delayed and it was thought by Cllr Maddock that Cllr Woolcombe Adams should be asked to the next meeting for a discussion of the current difficulties.  


	Clerk

	276
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

The Yoga classes had been cancelled but an early start programme for 2-3 year olds will begin in February until July.
	

	277
	Website

No report.


	

	278
	Play Park

The grant applications for new equipment needs to be completed and there is still some gouging to the grass from heating work to the houses in St Dunstan’s Park reported Cllr Slade.


	

	279
280
281
282
	Items from Councillors

Cllr Sherrard:  No reply had been received re the painting tender, but the Bannell’s estimate for repairs had been accepted.  

Discussion ensued as to the correct day for wheelie bins to be put outside properties.  Cllr Horton suggests that the correct dates should be on the MDC website and also put on the notice boards, Cllr Maddock concurred.  

Cllr Slade:  Had contacted the dog warden and it was stated that the owners of the reported aggressive dogs had been spoken to, but unless there is dated evidence of attacks nothing can be done.  The dog waste bins have now been emptied.

Cllr Buckle:  Enquired as to the bench for the playpark to be donated by the Community Association, Cllr Slade will report back.  Cllr Buckle also drew everyone’s attention to the Police prepaid postcards in the post office asking residents to report their concerns.


	SS

	283
	Information items from the Clerk

No items.


	

	284
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

Cllr Fox been informed that  Wessex Water replaced the pump in Martin Street.  She had attended  the service for the new vicar Judith Jacks at West Pennard.

E mail address for items going into the parish magazine has changed to baltonsborougheditor@yahoo.com
 
	

	285
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Thursday 4 March 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.35pm


	


The following amendments were noted, recorded and signed as a true record on 4th March 2010:
Item 262:  Replace ‘Messer’s’ with ‘Messrs’.

Item 266:  Second para. There was much discussion over the drainage and it was decided to ask Highways to comment on some of the concerns re encroachment onto the verge.

Item 270:  Add to end of sentence – The new contract for the 2010 season had been signed by Keith Rollason.

Item 278:  Remove ‘s’ from ‘needs’

/LMS (from notes taken by Cllr Buckle)

26.02.10.
