PAGE  
4
Page  of 4

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 3 December 2009

7.30 pm – Village Hall

 M I N U T E S
Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Shirley Slade (Vice Chair), Jane Horton, Steve Everitt,



Kevin Sherrard, Martin McDowell, Carolyn Young, Jackie Buckle (8.06pm)

and Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).



Cllr Maddock was present from 8.25pm to 8.40pm.

Apologies:
None – All present

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	208
	Contributions and questions from the public

No members of the public were present.


	

	209

210

211

212
	Approval of previous minutes (5 November 2009)

Item 200:  Third sentence should read:  Cllr Sherrard to write an article for the Parish Magazine in his capacity as a Governor of Strode College.

Item 202:  First sentence should read:  It was reported that without warning or permission for access, works were being carried out at St. Dunstan’s Park to four properties in Baltonsborough.

Item 205:  First sentence should read:  Cllr Fox’s correspondence from Cloud Point was discussed.

Following the above amendments, Cllr Slade proposed the minutes be signed as a true record, second by Cllr Horton.  Cllr Fox signed them.


	

	213

214

215


	Planning matters 

Personal and Prejudicial interests – None recorded.

Ref:  2009/1592 Land at Burgess Lane.  Erection of agricultural works dwelling (reserved matters) – (DEL).  Cllr Sherrard proposed that this application be rejected, second by Cllr Everitt.  Unanimous vote to reject.  Motion carried.

Planning applications were taking a long time to reach the Parish Council, resulting in additional meetings being convened.  Cllr Maddock asked to request an extension for planning application ref 2009/1759 and to look into situation (details of recent applications and time schedules had been prepared).  

Clerk to continue request for an extension, communicate with Cllr Maddock and CC David Thompson (CEO-MDC).

Correspondence received from MDC:

Refusal – Lubborn Lane.

Planning Contravention Notice – The White Dove, Ham St.

Lawful Notice – Talbots Orchard.
	KM + Clerk



	216

217

218
	Matters arising from Minutes (5 November 2009)

Cllr Sherrard gave an update with regard to the Memorial renovation.  Cllr Maddock had very kindly donated £646.00 towards the costs.  Cllr Sherrard proposed that the Council accept Paul Bannell’s quote of £600.00 plus VAT.  Second by Cllr Horton.  Unanimous vote in favour.  Motion carried.

Wallyers Bridge – Nothing further to report at this stage, awaiting a response from Cllr fox’s email to SCC re road markings.

Time to Plan motion – Cllr Sherrard gave a report.  No action to be taken at this stage, awaiting more responses from other Parish Councils within the district.  


	

	219

220

221
	Financial Items

The following cheques were signed:  Village Hall room hire 03.12.09 - £11.00, Clerks salary as agreed, Footpath Clearance Operator’s services - £400.00, Renewal of Website Domain charge - £6.79 and Citizens Advice Bureau - £100.00.

A dog bin needed an urgent repair, which was carried out by Barry Kitching.  Cllr Slade proposed payment - £46.00, second by Cllr Fox.  Unanimous vote in favour.  Motion carried. 

Victim Support and Mendip Community Transport Grants – Carry forward to next meeting when Clerk will report current balances of Parish Council’s funds and details of grants issued during 2008-9.


	Clerk

Clerk
Clerk



	222
	County Council Report

Cllr Maddock gave a report.


	

	223

224

225

226

227
	District Council Report

Cllr Maddock gave a report.  

Concerns were raised about a dog fouling in the village (The footway between Chestnut Close and Neville Park) and in particular what appears to be a regular offender.  Dog Warden to be notified.

Water running off the fields near Twyfords, Lubborn Lane and Vernon Green was also causing concern.

SCC were offering Parish Councils one 20 kg bag of salt for bad weather. Questions were raised as to insurance and responsibility, suggesting that this was not a viable action and the monies being spent on this project could be better spent elsewhere.

The issue of too many ‘high visibility’ road signs becoming distractive and counter productive was raised.  Cllr Maddock was aware of this issue and would be looking into it.


	SS

KM

	228
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

Cllr Buckle gave a report:  Window had been repaired.  Somerset Caravan Club was a good source of income.  Forthcoming events are the School Fayre, Over 60’s Christmas Lunch and the School Play.  It was noted that the Committee and Main room would not be available for meetings whilst the School Play is taking place.


	

	229
	Website

Nothing to report.


	

	230
	Play Park

Cllr Slade said that the bark had been removed, not entirely satisfactorily and was dealing with this issue.  Due to the ‘Heat Exchange’ project fencing still needed to be replaced, a block of concrete removed and two tracks be in filled. 
In order to purchase the new equipment Cllr Fox proposed the Council match fund what has been raised so far, second by Cllr McDowell, providing the funds were available within the account. Unanimous vote in favour.  Motion carried.   Cllr Slade requested details of the Play Park account.  Clerk gave details of SMP who supply play park spares such as springs and handles to Cllr McDowell.


	SS

Clerk



	231

232


	Items from Councillors

Cllr Young:  Complaints had been received that a dog from the village had attacked two other dogs.  Issue to be reported to the Dog Warden.

Cllr Sherrard:  It was noted that the Butleigh Parish Council had placed an article in the Parish Magazine referring to mobile phone coverage.  Two Councillors thought that the article might be misleading.  Cllr McDowell would clarify with Cllr Carr (Butleigh PC) that any action he had taken regarding the notices was done completely independently from the Parish Council.
	CY

MM


	233

234

235


	Information items from the Clerk

Precept 2010/11 – Application for precept funds had been received.  This would be placed on the next agenda for consideration.  

A letter from Cllr Maddock had been received urging Parish Council’s to think carefully about requesting precept funds under the current economic climate.

General information – Updated recycling and refuse collection dates and the LDF newsletter, issue 1 was issued and would be circulated to all Councillors.


	Clerk



	236


	Items at Chairman’s discretion

Cllr Fox had received correspondence from Cllr Jack Palmer who would be attending the Community Partnership meeting on 9 December.  His intention, to highlight that MDC does not listen to what Parish Councillors have to say.  He was inviting Parish Councillors to join him in support.  The date was a particularly difficult date for most Councillors.  Cllr Slade to attend if transport could be provided.  


	SS

	237
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Thursday 7 January 2009 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.04 pm


	


SIGNED:  ________________________  Date:  ___________

NAME:  ______________________________  

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council                          

/LMS

06.12.09.
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