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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 13 May 2010

7.30 pm – Village Hall

 M I N U T E S

Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Shirley Slade (Vice-Chair), Jane Horton, Kevin Sherrard and 

Martin  McDowell.


Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).

Apologies:
Carolyn Young and Jackie Buckle.

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	1

2
	The meeting was adjourned.

Contributions and questions from the public

Mr Peter Sage  (Chair BCA) – Defibrillator: Following on from discussions held at the Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2010 Mr Sage confirmed that the BCA had no objection to contributing funding and possibly one volunteer to be a responder.  A figure of 50% of the cost had been mentioned previously, Mr Sage said that they would look at funding possibilities before making an offer.

Mr Sage (Chair BCA) – Memorial Stone:  The BCA would like to consider increasing the size of or replacing, involving the School children (historical aspect).  The land was owned by Flowers and Hayes, permission would have to be sought and the original stone kept and enhanced.  The BCA would finance.  Cllr Slade offered to look up records and Mr Sage will follow up.

Cllr Fox thanked Mr Sage.

The meeting re-convened.


	SS

	3


	Approval of previous minutes (4 and 25 March 2010)

4 March 2010:

Item 291: Delete ‘ Unnaproved’  Replace with ‘Unapproved’.

25 March:

Item 326: Amend last sentence to read ‘Cllr Sherrard to place an advertisement in the Parish Magazine and village shops.’

Item 327: Amend last sentence to read ‘It was also noted that SCC Highways had no specifications for ridges in or camber of roads.’

Item 335: Amend last sentence to read ‘ It was hoped that the play park project (new equipment) may be complete in time for the start of the summer holidays – dependent on funding.’

Item 337:  Amend last sentence to read ‘Cllr Sherrard informed the Council on the condition of the benches (1 at phone box & 1 at Northfield were metal), 2 in play park were wooden.’  Also remove JB as being the Cllr to action.

Item 338:  Amend fifth sentence to read ‘ The question was raised as to what had happened to the ‘Welcome to Baltonsborough’ packs.’

Item 341:  Delete item.  Replace with ‘Cllr Slade:  South Somerset is replacing Bridleway signs with Byway signs.  This is a redefining procedure from Bridleways to Byways leading to a use of Bridleways by wheeled and powered traffic.  All Councillors were requested to check websites for definitions and be aware of the situation especially the BPC footpath officers.

Item 342:  Separate item – Clerk to contact Sheila Petherbridge re grants for grass cutting and to enquire her current role within MDC.

Original items 342 – 348 moved on by one item, becoming  Items 343 – 349.

Note:  Clerk to check spelling of Cllr Woollcombe-Adams

Following the recording of the above amendments, Cllr Christine Fox proposed that both sets of minutes be signed as a true record, second by Cllr Slade.  Motion unanimously carried.

	Clerk

	4

5
	Planning matters 

Personal and Prejudicial interests – None recorded.

There were not any planning applications to be considered by BPC at this meeting.

Planning Ref:  2010/0618 – Burnetts Farm, Burnetts Lane.  Raise perimeter wall on western boundary from 1m to 2m in height (DEL). This application had only just been received.  An extension had been requested in order that it could be on 3 June 2010 agenda.  As yet MDC Officer Kelly O’Connor had not responded, clerk had chased to no avail.  Clerk to speak with Ed Baker.

Correspondence re planning application: 2009/1225 – Ashview Farm, Southwood.  MDC has approved subject to conditions.


	Clerk
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	Matters arising from Minutes (4 March 2010)

Item 305:  (Cllr Sherrard) Memorial update – Paul Bannell had advised Colin McNamee that the works would be completed during week commencing  

17 May 2010.  No replies had been received to the ‘posts’ advert placed on notice boards.
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8

9

10

11

12
	Financial Items  

Cheques agreed and signed for - Village hall room hire (22.04.10 & 13.05.10 - £22.00), Clerks wages as agreed, BPCC Churchyard maintenance - £600.00 as agreed, SALC affiliation fee - £189.61 as agreed and J Birch, photocopying services - £11.40. 

Local Councils Insurance - £1,000.82 for year 2010-11.  Cllr Sherrard proposed payment, second by Cllr McDowell.  Motion unanimously carried.

Victim Support – A letter had been received requesting funding for 2010-11.  Hold over for a few months as organisation had just been awarded a donation from the Council.  

A donation of £500.00 had been received from the Baltonsborough Community Association to be ring fenced for the new playpark equipment.  Cllrs Slade and Fox had expressed their appreciation to Jennifer Martin and the clerk had sent a thank you email.

Grass cutting grant – Ongoing with MDC.

It was noted that the funds raised from the annual St Dunstan’s Dinner went towards the churchyard maintenance.  The question was raised – does the Diocese (?) contribute to these costs.  Mr Peter Sage who was present was not in a position to answer this question but would relay it back to the BPCC.


	Clerk
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	County Council Report

No report available – Cllr Maddock’s apologies had been received.


	

	14
	District Council Report

No report available
	

	15
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

No report.
	

	16
	Website

No report.


	

	17
	Play Park

Cllr Slade reported vandalised equipment.


	

	18

19

    20

   21
	Items from Councillors

Cllr Sherrard:  Defibrillator – this would be a personal initiative and he would not be involving the Parish Council.

Cllr Mc Dowell:  Suggested that mobile networks, be placed on the next agenda for discussion.

Cllr McDowell:  Cllr McDowell had drafted a letter to the Environment Agency re Mr Tony Tucker’s loss of river bank (Martin St) since the EA changed their dredging/cutting policy.  Cllr Fox took the draft, to include with another letter relating to a styles issue (getting higher as banks eroding) which was also being drafted.  Cllr Fox to invite Chris East to visit, discuss and action.

Cllr Slade:  Expressed her disappointed to hear that there would not be any representation of Somerset County Council at this year’s Bath and West Show,  still one of the biggest events in the County.
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23

24
	Information items from the Clerk

Thank you letters had been received for the donations give to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance, Victim Support, Mendip Community Transport and St Margarets Hospice.

SCC – A letter had been received to notify that a series of informal meetings had been arranged for Councillors to attend and ask questions relating the the change in management of public rights of way.  There was only one possible date (venues spread too far across the region) and Cllr Horton would attend subject to checking her diary.

MDC – A letter had been received asking if BPC would be interested in working together to effect a joint delivery of grounds maintenance services.  Clerk to respond to Stuart Finney.


	JH

Clerk

	25
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

None


	

	26
	Date of next meeting

Thursday 3 June 2010, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.57pm


	


SIGNED:  ________________________  Date:  ___________

NAME:  ______________________________  

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council                          

/LMS 

29.05.10.
