MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

 3 July 2008
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Kevin Sherrard
Chairman
Steve Everitt



Jane Horton



Shirley Slade


Jackie Buckle



Carolyn Young  [from7.40pm]



Ken Maddock  [from 8.30pm]


Martyn Underdown
Clerk



3   members of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Christine Fox



John Reynolds

Item Two

Minutes of Meeting [5 June 08]

3.
At para 28, change “block” to blocked” thence agreed as correct and signed by the chairman. The meeting was adjourned.

Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none and the meeting was re-convened.

Item Four 

Actions Arising from Minutes [5 June 08]
5.
3/4/08.4 – Chairman.
To Write to MDC re Housing.  A letter has been sent querying the status of some housing in the village but no reply as yet.

Action 3/4/08.4 – Chairman.
To Write to MDC re Housing.  

6.
3/4/08.5 – Chairman.
To Investigate Shot Blasting of Benches.  No shot blasting firms for this item could be found so action closed.

Action Closed.
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7.
3/4/08.6 – J Reynolds.  To Investigate Refurb/Provision of Benches.  Refurbishment of the wooden benches has started and provision of a new bench is being progressed.

Action 3/4/08.6 – J Reynolds.  To Investigate Refurb/Provision of Benches.  

8.
3/4/08.7 – Chairman.
To Investigate Habitat Action Plan.  Contact has been made with the SCC and the Wild Life Trust.  Preservation orders are possible for orchards, there is a “tree officer” who advises on these matters, no felling licences are required and retrospective action on preservation orders is unlikely.  The investigation continues.

Action 3/4/08.7 – Chairman.
To Investigate Habitat Action Plan.   

9.
5/6/08.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.









Action Complete.

10.
5/6/08.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  Done.









Action Complete.

11.
5/6/08.3 – J Reynolds.  Replacement Values for Insurance Items.  Information has been obtained and passed to Aon by email.









Action Complete.

12.
5/6/08.4 – Chairman.
To Arrange Ditch Clearance.  Ongoing.

Action 5/6/08.4 – Chairman.
To Arrange Ditch Clearance.  

13.
5/6/08.5 – Clerk.  To Inform VH&PFT Secretary of Council’s Views.  Done, but see development at Item 9.










Action Complete.

14.
5/6/08.6 – Clerk.  To Write to Highways re Drain Vandalism.  Done.  The Highways Department has replied indicating the timing and work to be carried out.










Action Complete.

15.
5/6/08.7 – Clerk.  To Write to Gatehouse re Contractors’ Vehicles in Road.  Done.










Action Complete.

Item Five

Planning Matters 

16.
116715/001 - Land Adjacent to Church Moor Lane.  Councillors had no planning objections but suggested that the buildings should be screened from the footpath on the south side.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Jackie Buckle seconded the proposal to recommend approval for this application which was carried unanimously.  The Clerk was asked to forward the council’s views to MDC.

Action 3/7/08.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
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17.
030779/007 - The Gatehouse.  There were no objections or comments.  Kevin Sherrard proposed and Shirley Slade seconded the proposal to recommend approval of this application which was carried unanimously. The Clerk was asked to forward the council’s decision to MDC.

Action 3/7/08.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.

18.
Approval.  An Approval Notice has been received regarding 26 Mill Leat.  

19.
The Manse, Ham Street.  Councillors noted the long delay in reaching a decision on an application raised several months ago.  The owner is taking the necessary actions.

Item Six

Financial Items

20.
Cheques for Signature.
Rent to VH&PFT for 3 July - £11.00.

Agreed.

Moore Stephens External Audit for FY 07/08 - £141.00.
Agreed.

Clerk’s Salary April to June 08 - £774.94.

Agreed.

Clerk’s Expenses April to June 08 - £4.10.

Agreed.

Footpath Clearance April to June 08 - £99.36.
Agreed.

Photocopying [J Birch] 7/12/07 to 10/6/08 - £12.42.
Agreed.

SPFA Inspection of Playpark 2008 - £75.00.

Agreed.

21.
Bank Accounts.  The Clerk informed members that he had queried the bank regarding the payment of interest net of tax on the 2 reserve accounts operated by the council.  The reply showed that because we operate a “Clubs and Societies” form of banking we pay tax on interest and this has been so for many years.  However, because we are a local authority we should not pay tax as determined in the Income and Corporation Tax Act 1988 Section 519 [notes on tax deduction scheme].  This information has been confirmed by Peter Lacey [SALC] and Jacqui Wilson [Assistant Manager, NatWest Bank, Street].  The Clerk needs to write to the bank on our headed notepaper saying that the interest accrued on the 2 accounts will only be used for the purposes of the parish council and not for any other purpose.  This letter has not yet been written because the council will want to know if, by making this change, any other aspects of operating the accounts may change.  This is not likely but members will want to make a conscious decision to change.  It was agreed that this task be carried out by the Clerk, in conjunction with the new mandate that will have to be arranged.  

Action 3/7/08.3 – Clerk.  To Progress Change of Bank Accounts to “Local Authority” Type. 

Item Seven

County Council Report

22.
Councillors noted the Local Initiatives Budget information [circulated prior to the meeting] and asked the Clerk to write and seek funding for the new seat and notice boards.  Jackie Buckle would inform the VH&PFT Committee of this initiative for items they may identify.

Action 3/7/08.4 – Clerk.  To Seek Funding from SCC.
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23.
Ken Maddock briefed on “Pioneer Somerset” – a meeting of top executives from SCC and the 5 District Councils.  Their aim is to identify savings across the county.

Item Eight

District Council Report

24.
Ken Maddock briefed councillors about a recent unannounced housing inspection adding that MDC had provided 80 extra affordable houses last year.  Also, prospective tenants are to be given access to the housing database to help improve their choice of where to live.  South West One is the name for the work being done by IBM in back-office tasks for SCC, Taunton Deane and Somerset & Avon Police.  This is all part of the ISIS project.

25.
In response to questions, he confirmed that no action is taking place on the MDC re-location initiative, that the South West One contract is not yet available for public scrutiny and MDC were still waiting for a court date to move travellers on.

Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

26.
The Clerk informed members of the letter from John Westcott, Secretary to the VH&PFT Committee, on the results of their meeting regarding the status of the parish council member regarding the Trust.  Jackie Buckle confirmed that she would be happy to continue as the parish council representative on the VH&PFT Committee and be part of the trustee group.  The next meeting of the VH&PFT Committee is on 24 July at 7.30pm.  

27.
Jackie Buckle reported that the remainder of the Hall was to be decorated.  Also, the VH&PFT Committee has proposed erecting a fence along the west side of the field in an attempt to dissuade dogs from the playing fields.  Members were generally in favour of this initiative but had reservations that they wished the committee to address, namely; the playing field accesses should not be locked; the footpath accesses should be both dog and disabled friendly; and the grass strip must continue to be mown and maintained as if it were a right of way.  The committee was also to be appraised of the SCC Local Initiatives Budget should funding be necessary.  The Clerk was asked to inform the Secretary of the council’s views before their meeting on 24 July.

Action 3/7/08.5 – Clerk.  To Inform the VH&PFT Committee of the Council’s Views.

28.
The Chairman read a letter from the new owner of the field to the east of the playing fields asking for the council’s views on changing the status of the water supply across the playing field land to the water trough in his field to that of a “grant of rights” to the field, rather than to a specific owner of the field.  Councillors had no objection provided it was understood that the successive owners of the field remain responsible for the maintenance of the pipe/water supply.

Action 3/7/08.6 – Chairman.  To Reply Stating the Council’s View.

Item Ten

Website

29.
It was confirmed that the telephone number for booking the village hall is available on the relevant page of the website.
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Item Eleven

Playpark

30.
SPFA Inspection Report.  The Inspection report was passed to John Reynolds for comment prior to the meeting, highlighting an immediate item for attention.

Item Twelve
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
31.
The Chairman reported that he had attended the Parishes Open Forum recently where future plans for Local Development were discussed.

Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
32.
Members reported stiles on various footpaths that were either broken or overgrown.  The Clerk was asked to inform MDC and seek action from them and/or the owners of the land.

Action 3/7/08.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC re Footpath Problems.

33.
Jackie Buckle noted that there were still some road markings not painted, following recent resurfacing.  The Clerk was asked to enquire of Highways when this work would be completed.

Action 3/7/08.8 – Clerk.  To Inform Highways of Poor Road Markings.

Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
34.
The Mendip Strategic Partnership minutes and the July copy of the Parishes Information Bulletin were circulated to members.

Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting

35.
Proposal is for 7 August 2008.  The agenda should be restricted to urgent items only.

36.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.

These minutes were signed by Kevin Sherrard, Chairman of Baltonsborough Parish Council on 4th September 2008 as being a true record of events.
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